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ADDRESS X. 



O N 



FRIENDSHIP. 



IT has been always fuppofed of courts, 
that they are particularly marked by 
falfe pretences to Friendfhip ; in other 
w^ords, by the worft pafSons, or by the 
col deft indifference, under the warmeft pro^ 
feflions of refpeft and honour, attachment 
and fervlpe. But is there any reafon for 
fuppofing, that fuch difTimulation is much 
lefs common in cities ; or that it is not 
fufficicntly praftifed in fmaller focieties^ 
and more confined fituations i ia^- fhort^ 
wherever wealth is pofTefTed, or the defire 
of it ftrong j wherever vice has hardened 
the heart, or luxury enervated the foul ? 
We have already feen, that, as fociety 
grows more highly polifhed, fmcere at* 
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4 ADDRESS X. 

fcftion becomes more rare. An earneft 
attention to appearance, a boundlefs am- 
bition of fplendor, an inceffant ftudy of 
conceited, in default of that genuine, re- 
finement which can only be attained by 
delicate minds — all ' thefey fo manif^ftly 
charaflefiftic of the prefent age, co-ope- 
rating with its more depraved difpofitions^, 
are powerful enemies to the purity and fo- 
lidity of Friendfliip. But, fmce youth is 
fiill eafy of belief, and its credality, in 
points that intereft its regards, is often 
peculiarly dangerous, we have been at 
Some pains to admoniih you, my young 
auditors, againft the deceits and errors to 
^hich you are moft cxpofed on the fide of 
your kindeft prapenfities. 

The laft caution we prefumed to ofFer,. 
turned on the neceflity of confining your 
expe£lations to a fmall number of Bofom 
Friends. The feelings that belong ta 
fuch are, in truth, too important, and too 
difcriminating, to be entertained foronany 
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ADDRESS 3L $ 

peribns by the fame individuals. They 
refemble a fine river, which would lofe 
its force and beauty, were it broken into 
numerous ftreams. The human heart 
cannot receive a multiplicity of objeds 
into its moft inward and favourite recefles : 
nor fliould any of you be forward to ima- 
gine, that you can be admitted there, by 
every man who profefles good- will, evem 
fnppofing this profefEon ever fo true. If 
his mind is not exaAIy attuned to your^, 
it is impoffible that you and he fliould 
unite in the finer accords of life : and yet 
with fonve other minds he may blend in i 
beautiful harmony ; as you, in your turn^ 
may find tb^fe whofe particular tones of 
temper and intelled fliall be no lefs hap- 
pily in unifon with your own. And thus 
the concert of fociety at large will be 
more varied, more extenfive, and more 
complete* 

Whea we Ipeak of Friexidihip, we 
Ibould carefulljr remember the diftixi£\lofi 
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betveeen that which is common and iift" 
perfed, and that which is peculiar an^ 
tranfcendent. The former fhould properly 
be termed acquaintance, familiarity, fel' 
lowfhip, being in faft little or nothing 
more : the latter, which implies the no^ 
bleft alliance and ^ofeft communion that 
can fubfift among men, the moft intimate 
and endearing correfpondence of princi- 
ples, views, purfuitS| and enjoyments, 
is alone entitled to the glorious appella- 
tion of Friendfhip in its full force and 
cmphafis. The former may be eafily con- 
trafted, and as haftily diffolved, by the 
moft trivial accident : the latter, how-- 
ever it may fometimes take its rife from 
circumftances apparently fortuitous and 
inconfiderable, is eftablifhed only by time, 
by reflexion, by a nearer ^hd nearer in- 
tercourfe, and a mutual approximation of 
hearts, till they at length meet and mix in 
one lovely mafs, with an union fo com- 
plete, ^nd fo delightful, that they can ne- 
ver after be divided. The former often 
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rdls on the flighteft grounds, that pica- 
fure, or profit, or humour, or amufement^ 
among the flighteft fpirits, can furnifh : 
the latter is always built on folid efteem, 
and reciprocal affiance, among perfons 
of fenfe and probity. The firft admits of 
many degrees, and is liable to many vari- 
ations : the fecond is by its nature al- 
ways exalted, and in its eilence always 
uniform, though it may at particular junc- 
tures,, through huinan imbecillity, wear 
a different appearance. The lirft, we 
know, may take place between a great 
number : the laft, we hear, can extend 
to a very few. It has been even queftion- 
ed, whether a man can have mc^e than 
one Friend, in the higheft acceptation of 
that title. The firft is fubjeAed to a great 
variety of rules, reftri£lions, precautions, 
fettled forms, and necefTary guards : all 
thefe are generouily defpifed by the laft, 
ivhich is too upright and honourable to 
require, too dignified and free to endure 
^em. Once more ; the former muft be 

B3 



8 ADDRESSX. 

io&trti and kq>t alive by obfervances^.ols- 
ligations, compliances, fubmiffions, that 
are the tSSaSts of defign, of ftudy, of a fyf- 
^em referring immediately to ihterefts and 
gratifications of the felfifh kind; while 
the latter is maintained by the vigour of 
its own native movements, and nouriflied 
By a fpontaneous flow of affe&ionate feel* 
tngt, kind offices, and confidential co«n- 
munications. I» fo many refpeftsy Qen* 
tlemen, does that Friendihip, which, as 
i faid before, is common and imperf«<£i', 
diiFer from that which is peculiarr«nd tran* 
fcendent ; a difference long ago remarked 
hy the bcft writers of antiquity, and which 
ferves to prove this melancholy truth, that 
the fublimeft relation in hiiman life muft 
Becdlarily be rare, as is the cafe with every- 
thing excellent, fince it can only exift 
among minds fuperlatively liberal and 
great, whofe number, we have too much 
caufe to fufped):, never was, and never 
will he, confiderable. 
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• 

If this be true, what arc wc to think of 
thofe, whofe undiftinguiihing vanity, or 
artificial plan, promifcuoufly includes, un* 
der the denomination of theii* Friends, 
every worthlefs and every vulgar creature, 
with whom they happen to have any con- 
nexion, no lefs than the moft elegant and 
virtuous charaSers ? For my own part, 
I am apt to conclude, that all \fho thus 
degrade the name of Friendfhip, are ftran-* 
gers to its nature, and that fuch language 
is the contrivance of knaves, or the efFu- 
fion of fools. I mean not, you n^ay be^ 
lieve, to comprehend, in this charge, the 
profeifional mode comihonly obferved by a 
well-known religious fe6l, of calling each 
individual they addrefs. Friend, — in imi-* 
tation of an ancient idiom, which many 
of them have too much underftanding, 
and integrity, to confound with the dic« 
tate of the heart, when it would exprefs a 
particular and appropriating regard. 

In looking jFound for the bleffing we 
celebrate, fome of you, who as^ ftiucV 
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with its fuperior dignity, may probably 
hope to enjoy it among thofe whofe eleva- 
ted rank (hould infpire them with elevated 
fentiments. That fuch are fometimes fuf- 
ceptible of genuine Friendfliip for their 
equals, and for others nearly fo, I have 
no doubt; but muft take the liberty of 
faying, that I do not.wifh you to be too 
ambitious of cultivating clofe attachments 
among perfons who are much above you 
in ftation. Converfe with them, if you 
willi as often as you have a fair opportu- 
nity, that is, as often as you can fee them 
without being intrufive, or making your-- 
felves dependent, or refigning any better 
objeft for their acquaintance. By this 
intercourfe you may acquire a more ex- 
tenlive knowledge of the world, on many 
accounts ufeful, with a gentility of ad- 
drefs and manner, by no means to be neg- 
lefted. But, as for that commerce of 
hearts which unites real Friends, which 
fuppofes the u^moft eafe and freedom, 
which difdains every claim to fuperiority. 
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and every air of ftatelinefs, you have but 
f Jittle reafon to expeft it where your fitu- 
j ation is very unequal « 

I 

There is no abfurdity too grofs to be 
fwallowed by felf-love, when long pam- 
pered. It is ufual for people of birth to 
meet with fuch indulgence and fubmiffion 
in their earlieft years, and as they grow 
up to find fuch refpe£l and adulation paid 
them on all hands, that we are not to 
wonder if they commonly entertain much 
too exalted an opinion of their own im- 
portance. In reality, one would be tempted 
to think, they confidered themfelves as a 
fpecies different from the reft of mankind, 
and imagined that all others are obliged 
bj nature, as well as cuftom, to ftudy 
tntmy to admire them, to applaud them, 
to ferve them on every occafion, and to 
deem it a fufHcient recompence, if they 
are gracioufly pleafed to accept the hum- 
ble tribute. Yet, would you believe it ? 
—this abfurd arrogance is often aflbci- 
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iz ADDRESS X. 

ated with the utmoft meannefs. There is 
no condefcenflon, no humiliation, how- 
ever low or mortifying, which thofe great 
ones bf the earth have not, many of them, 
praftifed towards their inferiors, when 
they had a point to carry. But mark, I 
bcfeech you, with what facility they can 
lay aAde, as well as put on, the mafk ! 
When they come to have no farther ufe 
for you, they fhall be capable of throwing 
you off, with a tranquillity the moft un- 
^iihirbed, and forgetting you, to all ap- 
pearance, as completely as if you had ne- 
ver been known to them, or as if it were 
the privilege of Quality, not to blufli at 
thofe things which would cover a plain 
man with confufion. 

To adopt the words of a pious and elo- 
quent preacher, formerly at the Court of 
France, who, animated with a zeal as 
bold as it was enlightened, fcrupled not 
to deliver the moft unpalatable truths in 
he very centre of flattery, " It is but 
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ADDRESS X. %i 

** feldom that the great enjoy the fwect- 

** nefs of Friendfhip, or have, much re- 

lifti for the charms of being loved. 

They have not indeed cfteem enough 

" for mankind, to be touched by theii* 

** affeftion. Pr^poflefled with a conceit^ 

" that others owe every thing to them^. 

*'they fa|M:y that they owe nothing to 

** others. They are not fuiEciently ac- 

^^quainted with the value of a heart. 

**Long accuftomed to receive fiftitious 

"regards, they become infenfible to real 

•*'tendernefe. The refpeft due to rank. 

*^ they miftake for that which belongs 

" to merit only. They are more foUici- 

*' toug to procure homage, than ta enr 

*■ gage attachment. Friendfhip being 

*/ more fmcere than adulation, and there- 

^' fore lefs eager,, lefs officious, appears 

•'to them a dry and barren thing. 

•• Friendfliip,, that beft refource under> 

^ all the chagrins of life, that delightful^ 

«' boi^d of fociety, is to their feeling an 
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*^ uneafy tie, and to their tafte an inflpid 
** pleafure/* 

Is it ncceffan' to fay, that thefe remarks 
Hand confirmed by a cloud of witneiles ? 
Have you not read of multitudes, who, 
fafcinated by the fmiles, and tranfported 
with the profeffions, of ** men of high de- 
^^ gree," long courted and long trufted 
Uiem, till, difenchanted by their trea- 
chery or their caprice, they were forced,, 
with the King of Ifrael, who knew them 
full well, to pronounce them ** A Lie^** 
You may believe he did not n>ean to 
apply fo heavy a charge univerfally ; and 
you may be affured we do not. 

But if you afk. Why at all this painf 
to expofe the worthleiTnefs of the unprin- 
cipled Great, with whom but few of you, 
comparatively fpeaking, can have much 
connexion ; I anfwer, Becaufe young men 
in particular fituations have been often 
tempted by falfc ambition to give up 
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^eif time, their independence, and their 

integrity, for the precarious phantom of 

favour with thofe, Whofe attachment or 

confidence, even when pufchafed at fo 

dear a rate, is only a tranfient humour, 

in which there is little fincerity, lefs 

2eal, and no fteadinefs : but thefe incon- 

fiderate Youth, bewitched by a fpecies 

of vanity, which not many in the fame 

circumftances are endowed with fufficient 

ftrength of mind to refift, and relying 

on the moft deceitful of all poflcflions, 

.have funk at length, into the loweft fyco- 

phants, and the rudeft flaves ; when, 

pray obferve had they fcorned fuch 

debafement, and bravely exerted their 
talents in different ways, they might have 
fecured the moft folid and permanent ad- 
vantages, with the additional confciouf- 
nefs of dignity and virtue. 

In fliort, though we readily acknow- 
ledge, that perfons of eminence, who 
confer luftre on their coildition, inftead 
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of only receiving it thence, are worthy 
of double honour, and though we cer-' 
tainly think that you fliould bdiave to 
them accordingly, as occaiion may offier^ 
yet ftill we would advife you to feel: 
the joys of Friendfhip chiefly amongft 
your J^llows, in tliat happy neamefs of 
rank, that unbought complacence, and 
that unftudied communication of fenti- 
ment and kindnefs, without which Friend^ 
fhip muft ever be defeflivc and unfatisfac- 
tory. 

You will tak'e notice. Gentlemen, that 
1 faid, Nearnefs of rank ; as riot concei- 
ving an exa<St equality requifite to the in-> 
tercourfe in queftion, though this has been 
frequently fuppofed. They^ alas f are ill 
qualified for the moft delicate and gene- 
rous of all unions, who would meafure 
their regards by fo trifling a confideration 
a$ that of {landing a little higher in the 
fcale of fociety. Spirits of true worth, 
and raifed underftanding, lofe fight of fuch 
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lifpiarity^ wherever they fee a correfpond- 
:nt mind. Such difparity has^ by fome 
mfe men^ been accounted even deflrable ; 
probably, as affording the means of greater 
ufefulnefs on one fide, whilft it fupplied 
the other with opportunities of giving 
comfort and relief under the ceren\pnies 
and cares attendant on places of elevation. 

We know that Jonathan, in his choice 
of a Friend, overlooked a very wide dif- 
ference of condition. The fon and heir 
apparent of a king, prefled to his heart a 
(hepherd from the fold. ** The foul of 
^' Jonathan was bound up in the foul of 
'^ David, and Jonathan loved him as his 
** own foul." The obfcurity of David's 
ftation had not been able to fupprefs, or 
hide, thofe extraordinary virtues and ac- 
compiifliments, which were formed to 
kindle into a blaze the congenial bofom 
of the young prince : and this glorious 
youth preferred the fweets of fuch a 
Friendfhip to all the luxuries of a court. 
Vol. II; C 
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to the profpcdt of nnakr kSi£f ai 
that which haman native k peAap 
able to refift, a firmUMjl tnda of 

Of princes in grncFal, aad otheis ] 
en the heights of liie, it is a port 
unhappinels, that as they have feUo 
generofity to be c^tivated by merit ; 
io they are feldom approached by 
who have the fortitude to lely tale 
that merit, and the virtue to difdain 
ferment or patronage uriien it is oc 
be gained by flattery. The greatef) 
narchs, indeed, have perceived^, ths 
all their power and greatnefs, wit 
inccflant foothing and obeiiance ' 
thefe procure, could yield them pie 
without the participation and coun 
fomc perfon near them, whom they 
wifhcd to make a Friend, but whoi 
infelicity infcparable from thrones i 
very rarely admit of being more tl 
Favourite, 
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The moft perfect Friendihip that can 

fifbfift in the cafe of fuboidinatioQ, or 

pecadventure in any cafe but that of hap*? 

py wedlock, is what obtains between a 

wife parent and a dutiful child, where 

there is much benignity on one fide, and 

a well^taught mind on the other ; where 

the air and voice of authority are foften- 

ed into the tone and afpe<^ of fuperior 

graciouihefs, and the idea of obedience 

is forgotten in the alacrity erf affl<Stic>n ; 

irhere diere is no room for rivalfhip or 

|ealowfy, the parent delighted with the 

tICention, reiped, and tendemefs of the 

child, and the latter tranfported with the 

rcneraUe finiles, eafy contidence, and 

kffcly condefcenfion of the former^ the 

fbrmer filled with the purefl: fatisfadioR 

t» find his ^ild rewarding his cares, an- 

rnKermg his wifhes, realizing his hopes; 

bmI die latter contemplating hi.s parent 

nrith piety, gratitude, and ambition tK> 

tccvLve his efteem, to mitigate his troubles, 

wd t9 fupport his age ; while both look 

c 2 
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forward with religious rapture to the days 
of eternity, when the one (hall triumph 
sn the thought, that he has been the in- 
' firument of adding anew immortal to the 
number of the blefTed, and the other fhall 
regard and celebrate that inftrument, under 
God, with endlefs fentiments of reverence 
and joy. I queftion, indeed, whether 
humanity affords a fairer copy of the 
Friendfhip which the good maintain with 
their Maker, the great Father of fpirits, 
than the intercourfe now defcribed : it 
carries with it fuch fanftity, is fo free 
from all irregular paffions and finifter mo-* 
tives, and unites fo divinely the mildeft 
and the nobleft feelings of the foul. I 
congratulate thofe amongft you, that 
comprehend it from their own experience. 
7*here is not perhaps, on the part of youth, 
a ftronger proof of beautiful fenfibility, 
or a furer guard of right conduft. I have 
known fome young perfons, who, long 
after they loft their excellent parents, 
jderived fuch fublime delight and edificar 
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tion, from the dear remembrance of thofe 
peaceful and improving years which they 
had fpent in that beft of focieties, as al- 
ways infpired them with a fcorn of worth- 
lefs and of low companions, of guilty 
connexions, and of noify pleafures. 

Spirits of fo virtuous a ftrain want but 
little inftruftion upon the prefent fubjed. 
Minds of lefs elevation we would proceed 
to admonifh againft the delufive hope of 
forming, without very particular encou- 
ragement, a real Friendlhip with thofe who 
are much their fuperiors in point of For- 
tune; what was*faid on the laft article 
applying pretty nearly to this. Here 
indeed we make exceptions, as we did 
there : but the admonition we offer ap* 
pears peculiarly neceflary in thefe times^ 
when opulence, the figure it gives, and the 
fplendor it is more than ever ambitious to 
exhibit, are continually glittering in the 
eye of youth, and firing the untutored 
fancy with extravagant ideas of the hap- 
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f'mcfs to be reaped from being connected 
with its pofleirors. 

Among the reafons why our Saviour 
{Pronounced it fo ^^ hard for a rich' man to 
** enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,** may 
we not prefume this to be one, that afflu- 
ence feldom leaves the foul open to thofe 
benevolent affections, and holy fympa- 
thies, which conftitute a principal part 
of true religion, and a main ingredient of 
future felicity? And wherefore, divine 
Matter,- were thy intimacies on earth 
aim oft always confined to perfons in 
humble circumftances, but becaufe there 
thy penetrating mind difcovered the beft 
difpofitions, and there thy feeling heart 
could unfcid itfelf with the greateft frce- 
^m ? 

We allow, indeed, that native libera.- 
lity, exalted and fortified by principle, 
will prevent the felfifhnefs and arrogance 
fo apt to be engendered by riches j and 
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when this is the cafe, we are at a lofs 
to fay whether he is happier or nobler^ 
who, having wealthy has alio worth 
and underftanding, to improve it for 
the purpofes of public beneficence and 
private Friendfliip, without regard to any 
other considerations than thofe of propriety 
and merit meeting with the amiable im-« 
pulfes of his own bofom*. To fuch a 
man-— and fome, more than ibmc fuch 
men there are, even in thefe times — to fuch 
a man Reafon looks up with reverence 
and lovel Religion fmiks upon him as 
one of her moft deferving fons ; and Hu« 
man Nature is tempted to be proud of 
her relation to a character fo honourable. 
Need'I fubjoin, that if you know fuch a 
man, and find him difpofed to embrace 
you with amity, you have in more fenfe^ 
than one found a treafure ? 

To him you may apply, on him you 
may lean, with fafety and freedom. He 
is equally above the bafenefa of betraying 

C4 
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you, and the meannefs of turning his fa-* 
vours into a traffic. He, my dear hearers, 
is none of thofe wealthy barbarians, or 
purfe-proud tyrants, who imagine they 
may infult or abufe, upbraid or overbear, 
becaufe they have obliged. His liberal 
foul will difpofe him to treat you the bet- 
ter afterwards, for having formerly ferved 
you ; and his feelings of delicacy, to rec* 
kon your confidence and attachment a rich 
reward for the greateft kindnefs he can 
confer; as, in conferring it, they will 
teach him to fhun every appearance of 
confcious fuperiority, on account of his 
fituation. Next to the joy of " honouring 
** God with his fubftancQ," by works of 
piety and charity, he will deem it defire- 
able, becaufe it renders him more ufeful to 
the particular objects of his efteem and 
tendernefs. 

It may be ob ferved, that many who are 
not rich themfelves afFeft to defpife thofe 
"^ho are, and to talk of large poiTeffionS 
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with a difdain which they do not feel. 
Without adopting their language, we can- 
not but think it -one of the infelicities 
attendant on men of opulence, as well 
as on men of rank, that while they are 
perpetually encompafTed by a cloud of 
flatterers, they can feldom be fure of ha« 
ving a fingle Friend ; how much foever 
their vanity may wifb to miftake the fim- 
per of obfequioufnefs for the fmile of 
complacence, or their ignorance to fup- 
pofe that the badges of fervility can be 
converted into what the Scripture calls 
*' the cords of love, and the bands of a 
** man. " Nothing but the confcioufncfs 
of Te£):itude, and benevolence, can tho- 
roughly convince perfons who unite fenfe 
to quality and fortune, that the profcf- 
fions, praifes, and fervices, of thofe about 
them, may be fincere. In proportion as 
men value themfelves on external diftinc- 
tions, their demands on the refpeft of 
others will generally rife 5 and often from 
a ftrange caufe, namely, a fecret appre- 
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benfion of the weaknefs ef their claim gm 

the fcore of defert ; like jealous ufurp^ 

crs, and defpotic fovereigns, who ai^ 

ever la(x>uring to enforce by power what 

they cannot challenge by right. It is thy 

prerogative, O Virtue, to reign over ^ a 

,:..¥ willing people," and to know that 

-the love of thy fubje^ is ^^ without dif<^ 

^ ^* fimulation/' 

But does not Solomon fay, that *^ the 
•* rich have many Friends ? '* He does. 
By thefe, however, he could only mean 
the tribes of dependents, mercenaries, and 
fycophants, that fwarm about Affluence, 
profeffing the higheft regard without en- 
tertaining the leaft, any farther than it 
may concern their own intereft. The 
wife king was too well acquainted with 
mankind, and had too juft a notion of 
the friendly cbara6^er, to fancy it could 
belong to the felfiih and the fordid. 
Riches may purchafe adulation and ob«« 
(ervance, the fhouts of unmeaning ap« 
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plaufey the carefles of ptoftitute beauty, 
Slid all the forms of a fpurious Friend- 
ftip: but genuine refpe£l and tffc&ion 
cannot be fold. Hearts, like Wif^m, 
^* are more precious than rubies, an< 
^' the things thou canft dedre are •noKfo 
•* be compared with them." LikcVi^i' 
atteftations of Truth, they can only^te ' 
obtained by being merited ; and if t| 
are enjoyed, it muftbe like the bleffing^riT' 
Religion, ^' without money and without 
<* price." Nor can rich men with rea- 
fon take it ill, if they are eftimated by 
others, on the fame principle upon which 
they, eftimate themfelves : if, when they 
feek to furprife you with the pageantry of 
fortune, and perhaps to over-awe you 
with its pri<ie, you pay them juft fo much 
regard, as they can fairly challenge, for 
advantages which may be equally, or in a 
yet greater degree, poflefled by the verieft 
fool, or the rankeft knave. 

Are you. Sir, defirous that I jQiould 
prize you for better things than fUver and 
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gold ? Do you reckon my attachment 
worth your care ? You muft engage me 
by your temper, by your converfation, 
by your manners. If thefe correfpond to 
my fentiments and feelings, if you will 
leave me in poffeflion of *' the liberty with 
*• which God has made me free,*' and 
will treat me with confidential kindnefs^ 
I fhall deem myfelf happy in your Friend- 
fhip ; and though I fhould never receive 
aught at your hands, I fhall flill love and 
honour you. But remember the terms of 
our commerce : I cannot facrifice my un- 
derflanding: I cannot force my princi- 
ples : I cannot applaud when I do not 
approve, afTent when I am not convinced, 
or, like the venal herd, cringe and fawn to 
yellow dufl, or yet be perfuaded that a fine 
houfe, a gay equipage, or a great eflate, 
can confer a right to domineer, or to dic- 
tate. Should you miflake me, or forget 
yourfelf, fo far as to expeft this complai- 
fance, and to fhow by your behaviour that 
you expc£l: it, I muft be excufed, if I 
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make my efcape from the chilling influence 
of fuch company, to the genial fociety of 
unaiTuming and unalFeded Friends, where 
I cian lay open my foul without reftraint, 
and liften by turns to the inchanting voice 
of Truth, of Sympathy, and of Freedom. 



It has been always remarked, that the 

moft unpretending chara6):ers are thofe of 

intrinfic value and inward dignity. It is 

only to fuch, (and you will commonly 

meet them in the middle walks of life) 

that I would counfel you to refign your af* 

fe&ion ; for fuch only will return it, be- 

caufe they alone who perceive worth in 

themielves can cherifh it in you. Hew 

often have we feen the honefl fenfations 

of Nature, the beautiful tendernefTes of 

youth, fupprefled and deadened as men 

advanced to wealth and preferment ! How 

often have we feen thofe, who oa lower 

ground appeared fincere, benevolent, en- 

gaging, become unamiable, unfeeling, and 

artificial^ when they rofe to higher ! 
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But when we wsurn you againft the mis- 
taken ambition of courting the Friendfliip 
of thofe who coniider themfelves as much 
above you, we Ihould be fony to think of 
your contraAing an intimacy with perfons 
of abjecl charader, of fordid condition^ 
or greatly your inferiors. A generous and 
feafonable condefceniion, indeed, can never 
degrade you, but, on the contrary, will do 
you honour in every difcerning, as well as 
.chriftian eye; whilft a fupercilious behavi-* 
our is at once unworthy and contemptible, 
no lefs than oi&nfive and difgufting : it 
is a fin againft the majefty of our Common 
Kature, at the fame time that it looks 
as if a man could not truft to his power of 
procuring refpeft by deferving it. Nor 
would we infmuate, that Angular excel* 
lence may not be difcovered in the (hade 
of obfcurity. But it will cafily be under- 
•ftood, that, though diftinguiflied virtue, 
wherever found, or however depreffed, 
ftould ftill be cheri(hed and revered, you 
ought in general t;Q ^lyoid any peculiar fa- 
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aitliarity with thofe, whofe want of re- 
fHite mi^t take from your coniequence 
without adding to your improvement, or 
whofe obnoxious fituation might involve 
you in difficulties that would impede your 
fucoeft and your ufbfulnefs. 

If you have chofen your Friends well, 
and (bould at any future period find your 
liberality particularly called upon, to affift 
them under misfortunes, you cannot ex- 
ert it too warmly. If touched by that 
celeAial iire which flamed in the bofom of 
Jonathan, and fome other heroic perfons 
of the iame ftamp, you fhould difplay on 
foch an occafion all the grandeur of dif- 
interefted xeaA and felf-facrifice, fo much 
die more glorious for you, though modern 
judges might pronounce it madnefs. But 
let it be remembered alfo, that your feli- 
city in the progrefs of life, your advance- 
ment both in worth and breeding, and 
^onr acceptance among the good and wife, 
4epexyi not a little on your conne£k- 
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ing yourfelves early and cloftlj with thofil 
who to found morals join a fenfe of fia« 
tion, and a regard for fame. 

We read in Englifh ftory of a Prince^ 
who, though he difgraced his youth by 
conforting with creatures far beneath him, 
of vulgar manners, and infamous lives, 
had yet the vigour and greatnefs of mind 
to atone for that debafement afterwards, 
by a condufl alike royal and exemplary. 
But it was a rare inftance ; .and when we 
fee young men let themfelvesdown to fuch 
companions, whether from the petty va- 
nity of being at their head, or from an 
unreftrained propcnfity to coarfe pleafures, 
what can we think, but that, a$ they cer« 
tainly betray a groveling tafte for the pre- 
fent, fo they will probably contraft ha- 
bits of incurable profligacy and meannefs I 
There is not perhaps any thing relative tc 
youth, more ftrikingly obvious, or more 
univerfally acknowledged, than the cor- 
rupting and ruinous influence of low com- 
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K paoy. One favourite aflbciate of this kind 
W ihall have power, by his importunity or 
I infinuation, by his flattery or banter, nay 
by a fmile or a frown, withoi^ fpeaking a 
fyllable, to counteraft and rencftr fruitlefs, 
in a few moments, all that reafon, autho^- 
rity, confcience, honour, intereft, earth 
and heaven united, can urge in recom- 
mendation of a right behaviour. But 
whilft you, my auditors, are intimate 
only with gentlemen, or iiiph as, without 
the name, have yet in many refpc£ts the 
fpirit and deportment of gentlemen, al- 
though without higher principles you may 
too often go aftray, (I am forry to think 
how often, fo common is it now for that 
charaifter to deviate from the ftriclnefs of its 
indent rules) ftill however a.fentiment of 
dignity, and a feeling of reputation, will 
prevent your total degeneracy : And, if to 
elegance ofmanners, and refinement of ideas, 
your Friends fuper-add a regular piety and 
fteady virtue, what is there beautiful, or 
good, or truly excelipnt, amongft men. 
Vol. II. ' D 
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to which you may not rife^ by cultiyatiii|[ 
fuch a conunerce I 

In fine^ I mufl conjure you to alro^ a 
chofen familiarity with the Vicious and 
the Frivolous of whatever condition.* I 
faid. Familiarity, becaufe it can never, 
among fuch peffons, improve in€o tbe 
facrednefs or liability of JF'riendfhip'; and 
I faid, A Chofen Familiarity, becduffe 
many of you may be often forced into 
their company by inevitable califes. Of 
thofe who mix with the world, there are 
comparatively but few whofe independent 
lot leaves them the unlimited power of 
fele6ting their own fociety ; and of them 
there are yet fewer who have the fpirit ot 
the fenfe to aflert this invaluable privily. 
In faft, the moft part of rich men enflitb 
themfelves to the ceremonial of life, and 
to the humours of others, even more, very 
frequently, than perfons of the moft mo- 
derate fortunes. This is fo true, that he 
who values probity and peace beyond all 
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fecuiar gratifications, will certainly prefer 
a decent competence, with the liberty of 
enjoying undifturbed a fmall circle of 
iw^rthy and fentiihehtal Friends, to the 
largeft profpeds of opulence, if that is to 
he obtained only by intimacy with the 
debauched, or the diflipatcd* Give me, 
indulgent Heaven, give me for my dcareft 
companion, the man or the woman to 
whom I can ftill repair, with Virtue an4 
Tranquillity in my train ; and from whom, 
when caHed away, I can retire without 
remorfe, or the leaft painful retrofped on 
time mis-fpent, fincerity forfeited, talents 
abufed, bufinefs negleflbed, temperance 
Dr purity, benevolence or piety, good- 
nature or good-breeding, oflfcnded. Were 
fkfhionable Friendihips, and the common 
tun of juvenile intercourfe, to be tried by 
this teft, in what light, think ye, would 
they profcaHy appear ? 

Forgive mc. Gentlemen, if on fuch 
an occaiion I fpeak with the utmoft bold- 

D 2 
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neft. My duty to God, and to you, 
mands it. In his name I lift up my vol 
to give you warning againft a fet of f 
ling mifcreants, ^^ that lie in wait to 
*' ceive, that fleep not except they h 
^' done mifchief, and their fleep is tai 
** away unlefs they caufe fome to er. 
amongft unheeding youth, whofe loc 
whofe words, whofe paflions, whofe 
petites, they watch and fhidy with an 
fidious eye, to find out how and wl 
they may aflTail or undermine their in 
cence. 

I will not attempt a minute defcript 
of the monfters whofe regular occupatio 
is to feduce and deftroy ; who batten in 
vage luxury, by felling to voluptuous o 
thofe fpoils of female youth and beai 
which indigence, or idlenefs, or ig: 
ranee, has thrown into their clutct 
May good angels protefl: you from fo 1: 
and fo barbarous a commerce ! In the m< 
time inform us, ye magiftrates and n 
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of authority, why the thunder of the laws 
is not more frequently, and more efFedlu- 
ally, difcharged on fuch infernal foes of 
fociety. Is the brothel the place where 
the Britifh youth ibould receive their edu- 
cation? Arepandars and proftitutes the 
perfons with whom they ought to contrail 
an intimacy i 

. But there is a fpecies of tempters yet 
more t>ernicious, as they are lefs avowed. 
Mark them well. They wear the fairefl 
afpeft of courtefy, kindnefs, generofity. 
Alas, how attraftive many of them ap- 
pear ! What pity that the faculties of 
pleafing fhould be fo often debafed into 
the inftruments of ruin ! Let me ftrip 
th'ofe poliflied perverters of their mafk* 
They feem all afFe<ftion, and fervour, and 
zeal. It is your entertainment, and your 
gratification, they profefs to feek. They 
only afpire to the honour of introducing 
you to a free and happy life, or of aiding 
you in the chafe, if already entered* 
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Imagination danc^ to mufic like this. 
How delightful to follow fuch obliging 
diredion ! Can one doubt the fincerity, 
or refifl the fuggeftions, of fUch difinter* 

eftcd Friends ? Such Difinterefled 

Friends !— -Credulous boy ! to believe 
thus implicitly the pretences of thofe 
who would lead you aftray from your 
duty, from your parents, from the path 
of Wifdom, whic)^ your heart tells you 4 
in a fober hour is the only path of jpeace ! 
You know not that all this while they are 
praftifmg on your fimplicity, for fooie 
purpofc of their own ; whether it be plea-, 
fure, or gain, or importance, or perhaps 
the fad confolation of having one compa- 
nion more in vice and mifery, like that 
forlorn fpirit who hopes to find fome mi- 
tigation of his woe in plunging others 
into the fame loft condition* 

The charaSers I paint, feel atmomen 
that they are loft j and can their attemy 
to cnfnare you be prompted by true regar< 
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When they have accomplifhed their ends 
on an unwary youth,, what is more com- 
mon than to fee them abandon him to 
wretchednefs and infamy ? Truft me, 
Sirs, the fellowfhip of men without prin- 
ciplp? as -they ihould be called, of men 
of honour, men of fpirit, men of the 
world, as they call themfelves, ought to 
\iG {hunned like the pcftilence. Even 
, when they do not wiih to taint you with 
the lail degree of wickednefs, their inti- 
macy is ftill deftrudive. If you afk, 
tjow ? I will tell you. It infenfibly re- 
laxes the nerves of refolution, warps the 
ingenuity of Nature, contaminates the 
/ancy, enflanves the paffions, pollutes the 
whple current of life in its fource, by in- 
ftiUing difaiFe£^ion to religion, undutiful- 
nefs to parents, averfion to authority, a 
difregard for the iabbath, a 4ifl>elief of the 
fcriptur^, an irreverence for the name of 
God, a contempt of order and decency, 
a negle6i: of reputation among the virtuous 
jUid the grave, a ^-OQt^d diflike to ferious 

D4 
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converfation, to ferious men, to feri^ 
objeds of every kind. 

I fay not that thefe eSkSts are produ< 
all at once, or that, by conforting with i 
giddy and the profligate, you will c 
tainly proceed quite fo far. But all ex] 
ricncc confirms the general remark of t 
Heathen Poet, quoted by a Chrifti 
Apoftle, that ^^ evil communication -ci 
** rupts good manners." It is ftirc: 
operate on the foul, as poifon operates 
the body, with more or lefs malignity 
it3 compofition is more or lefs fubtile a 
potent. The perfon lives not at any a| 
leaft of all at that when the mind 
known to be moft fufceptiblc, who c 
avoid taking a tinfture from thofe w 
whom he mingles, not, as we hinted I 
fore, tranfiently and through neceflii 
but habitually and from choice. ** ] 
" that walketh with wife men fliall 
" wife ; but a companion of fools fh 
^' be dcftroyed," faid the deepeft obfen 
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ef life that ever exifted among the fons of 
Adam. With what unequalled emphafi^ 
has he cautioned young men againft tho 
firft approaches to familiarity with the 
bad ! I fay, the Firft Approaches, well 
knowing with what refiftlefs and increa- 
fing rapidity thofe are drawn in, who ven- 
ture bu^ to touch on that dreadful whirl- 
pool. Would to God his words were en- 
graved on your hearts, in charafters which 
no time and no temptation ihould have 

power to efface ! ** Enter not into the 

" path of the wicked ; and go not in the 
** way of evil men. Avoid it : pafs by it: 
" turn away from it, and pafs away '* 
where the feveral ideas rife above each 
other with a beautiful gradation, and 
form all together one of the moft pointed 
and awakening admonitions that could fall 
from the pen of Wifdom. No; there is 
pot in .all her fchool a leffon of more im- 
portance, than that of fhunning even the re- 
moteft tendencies tounneceffary aiTociation, 
«r what is commonly t<^rmed Friendfhip, 
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with unprincipled men ; in which nuni« 
ber we do not comprehend only the de«* 
bauched, the openly iqipious, or the fcan-? 
daloufly prophane; but the diffipaited tpo| 
yes, the Diffipated in the leaft criminal 
acceptation of that word, or thofe who, 
on a competition between duty and amufe- 
mcnti are accuflomed to prefer the laft| 
tranfgreiTing, or forgetting, or fuperfipi- 
adly performing, the firft, for the fake of 
enjoying more freely their light and airy 
pleafures. 

I am not ignorant, that, when preachers 
and others inveigh againft the trifling 
turn of the times, they mvift lay their ac- 
count with being confidered by many as 
rigid cenfors, or at beft as mere declainiT 
ers. Provided no enormity is committed^ 
provided the general rules of decorum ar^ 
obferved, Where, it has been frequently 
aflced, is the evil of a gay life ? I will 
anfwer the qucftion, by aflcing another: 
Js therq no evil- r^m^piber. Sir, I 
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talk to a being who calls himfelf rational, 

and believes himfelf immortal is there 

no evil in fuch habits of liftleflhefs and 
levity as indifpofe the foul for recollection, 
for devotion, for felf-converfe, for fober 
counfel, for reafonable fociety, for folid 
ftudy, for genuine Friendfhip, for every 
thing that can improve and ennoble her 
here, or train her to perfeftion and hap- 
pinefs hereafter ? But is not this literally 
the cafe with tbofe that refign themfelves 
to idle and infigniiicant companions ? 

I will not fpeak now of the Patriarchs 
or Prophets, of the Evangelifts or Apof- 
tles, whofe elevated calling required, no 
doubt, an extraordinary fpirit of abftrac- 
tion from the cuftoms and fafhions of the 
world. But, were any others among the 
good and great chara£bers recorded in fa-' 
crcd or. civil ftory, were any of them, I 
fay, to revifit our eanh, who do you 
think are the perfons ^hey would feled 
for their afibciates,> and their Friends l 
The trivial and the Vain, the vagratvt 
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and the thoughtlefs ; or the confiderate, 
the {laid, and the fober-minded ? I ap- 
peal to your own convi6lion. 

But perhaps you will plead, that, wbilft 
we addrefs you in this ftyle, we forget 
your youth. What is there then about 
the profligate, or the volatile, that fbould 
render their communication preferable, 
in the efteem of young minds, to that of 
the difcreet and the virtuous? By the 
laft, I mean not thofe who only affed 
fuch qualities, who cannot, or who will 
not, diftinguifh between prudence and fcru- 
pulofity, between religion and gloom. 
There is a demeanour manly but not fe- 
vere, fedate but not formal, often ferious 
and often lively, unblemifhed and conde- 
fcending at the fame time, that carries 
with it an attraction not to be found in 
any mode of behaviour taught by fafhion, 
or applauded by fools. The joys of Wif- 
dom never end in a figh, except it be the 
iigh of tender afFeCtion, or generous pity, 
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by which the heart is made better, and 
confequently happier : nor does that ve- 
nerable Power prohibit or difcourage the 
innocent fportivenefs of Wit, or even dif- 
dain its feafonable aid, though fhe checks 
thofe irregularities, and condemns that 
malignity, to which it is too often fub- 
jt&. Or can you really apprehend, that 
to be wife, it i? neceffary to be dull ; that 
a man's underftanding will be the worfc, 
for his having employed it on the beft 
obje&s ; or his talents the lefs brilli- 
ant, for his not abufing them ; or his 
converfation the lefs chearful, for his 
being eafy in his mind ; or his manners 
the lefs pleafing and courteous, that his 
principles inculcate and infpire every kind 
afic^tion ? 

Truft me, young men, your decpcft- 
concerns will make no imprefHon upon 
the frothy, whatever they may pretend : 
you can have no hold of the worthlefs, let 
them profefs, promife, vow, or fwear what 
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they will. Habitual diffipation is uttc 
inconfiftent with true fenfibilitjr ; a 
however thofe who want virtue themfel 
may be compelled by their confcicnces 
cretly to revere it in you, be aflured tl 
will never cordially love it. Study 
conditions, inclinations, and abilities, 
thofe about you ; and, as far as prol 
will permit, make them fubfervient 
your own advantage : but look not for i 
fympathetic tear, the fweet emotion, i 
endearing intercourfe, the fober and i 
candid counfel, the zealous affiftancc, i 
unwearied fupport, the unalterable fi< 
lity, with the other lovely fruits of a hca 
felt and well-rooted Friendfliip— look r 
for thefe from fuch as are elated by rar 
or hardened by riches, or enervated I 
fenfuality, or carried away by the tide 
folly. 
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rH E Y whofe minds are not form- 
ed by Nature for the fineft of all 
tmexions, will be apt to confider what 
;S been already offered on this fubjedl as 
ivolous, unmeaning, and infipid : but 
etter fpirits will be happy to hear yet 
uther of an intercourfe, 

" When heart meets heart, reciprocaliy Coftf 
^ Each other*s pillow to repofe divine. ** 

For the gratification and improvement of 
jTuch amongfl you, the prefent Addrefs 
irill turn upon a comparifon between the 
Midity, beauty, and fweetnefs of Friend- 
i^p as fubfifling, where indeed it only 
Ptt fubfift in its genuine excellence, 
{OM>ng perfons of worth, and the poor 
' VoL.IL E 
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wretched phantom which aiTumes its titte? 
among thofe of a different chara£):er. We 
mean to trace both through a variety of 
views and fituations ; and from this in* 
du£lionbf particulars we fhall, I doubt 
Hot, fufficiently difcover the infinite fupe- 
riority of that holy, fublime, and im- 
mortal relation, to all the boafted ties 
which profligacy or vanity would fiaia 
dignify with fo venerable a name* 

If, befide affording pleafure and edijfica-^ 
tion to the more affedionate part of ouf 
auditors, we could, by any thing We iOiall 

» 

now fay, awaken an emulation of thcil 
enjoyments in breafls lefs amiably dif- 
pofed, we fhould refIe<Sl on this attempt 
with double fatisfaftion. It furely re^ 
quires no extraordinary good-nature, to 
find complacence in contributing to th6 
felicity of others at fo eafy a rate. 

We begin with obferving, that Refti- 
tiide of heart has ever been juftly -regardol 
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}& the only firm foundation of the union 
^ recommend 3 and that the fpecles of 
riendfhip, which men deftitutc of prin- 
iple profefs for one another, amounts to 
ittle n^ore than combinations in vice, or 
beft, partnerflxips of intereft, ambition, 
unufe^ient, without any real or dura- 
efteem and confidence. That fuch 
have often done great things in the 
of generofity and zeal for their compa- 
md /bmetimes even greater things 
ieyeral who in ftriSnefs of morals 
then;i, we readily acknowledge, 
we (incerely regret, that the latter 
kdd allow themfelves to be outftrippcd 
liny commendable quality. But it is cer- 
ii, that conftitutional kindnefs frequept- 
operates, in a very powerful, though 
igular manner, on minds much cqr- 
ted in other refpe£ls. And is it not 
able, that libertines may be dedrous 
aking fome atonement to the world, 
themfelves, for irregularities which 
T can fcrioufly juftify j that, fccrctjy 
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humiliated by their inferiority to th< 
tuoiis in thofe inftances, they would 
}y out-do them in fuch as are con: 
with their favourite inclinations^ ah 
they flatter themfelves with the he 
at laft eclipfmg, by the fame of theii 
rality, perfons whofe reputation for 
honour and felf-command appears tc 
ken them ? Or is it unlikely, that 
expe£t to derive fome confolatipn 
thus ftrengthening their party a 
men of fober life, whom they neve 
forgive for daring filently to rep 
them by a purer conduft ? 



But does it not, you will afk, fe< 
natural, on the other hand, that 
fliould conceive a clofe attachment f< 
another, on account of their mutu 
femblance, iince-it is un^iverfally i 
that ftmilarity of chara£ler is amon 
ftrongeft incentives to mutual afFe^ 
True : but a farther enquiry will 
Whether the affeftion in this cafi 
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ver be improved into the noblcncfs, the 
[eUcioufnefs, the pennanency of Friend- 
hip ?. • I fay. No* For in the firft places 
it depends on a correfpondence of fuch 
difpofitionsy and fucb proceedings, as nei- 
ther of the two perfons fuppofed to enter-* 
tain it can heartily approve in the other, 
or in bimfelf. Let licentious men do 
their utmoft, they never will be able to 
procure for vice, the calm, the fettled 
{zn&ion of the foul : and truft me, Sirs» 
you will find it difficult to love in good 
earneft, and with much perfevevance, any 
one whom jrou cannot efteem, or to con* 
tinue your admiration of that in another, 
which you are forced upon refledion to con* 
demn in yourfelves. Nor will the great* 
eft natural advantages, acquired talents, 
or external accomplifhments, no, nor 
yet the moft important fervices by which 
it is poffible for a companion to recom- 
.mend himfelf, be able in your better 
judgement, and at a cooler hour, to com- 
|>enfate the want of thofe moral qualifir 

E3. 
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cations, that clear integrity, that gelhiiiie 
worth, which can alone b^t a xattonil| 
tender, lafting refpefl and reliance. 

To flatter your vanity, to indulge your 
caprice, to promote your merriment, your ^ 
pleafure, or your fchemes of whatever fort^ 
is one thing : to command the applaufe 
of your reafon, and charm the feelings of 
your heart, is quite another. People of 
little delicacy can be gratified with favours 
from the fbuleft hands; and people of no 
fincerity can fmile moft gracioufly on 
thofe whom they defpife or deteft : but a 
man of virtue, though he may often fee 
it neceflary to make ufe of thofe who have 
none, and though he will always do juf* 
tice to their abilities and anions fo far as 
they merit praifc, will never, never think 
of ranking them amongft his Friends, or 
profefs to treat them as fuch. True 
Friendfhip has that purity of motive, 
that majcfty of fentiment, as to Ihun and 
fcorn the prophane herd, thofe unhal* 



A D P |l £ S S XL 55 

Ipwe^ afi4 ignoble creatures who would 
oSex to intrude upon its intimacy. ^^ Can 
^^ two lyalk together, except they be a- 
<« gcecd ? What fcllowfbip hath righte* 
f ^ oufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ? and what 
^^ CQUioiunion hath light with darknefs?" 
Men ifrhp have loft^ in the fpirit of the 
world, the powers of juft difcrimination, 
and f^^eet fenfibility, may fay what they 
will : b||t benevolence and felfiihnefs, truth 
^d falfehood, humility and pride, can 
inev^r happily coalefcc or mingle. 

This leads me to add, that there can 
^ no cordial communication, where there 
js not a Gonfent of minds, in thofe points 
jivhich are exempted from the uncertainty 
of change, and the contention of rival- 
ihip ; a privilege, which the objects pur- 
fued by the men of the world muft never 
claim, and that is only enjoyed by thofe 
whofe wUhes fpring forward into eternity. 
It has been well remarked, that good fouls 
are kindred fouls, becaufe goodnefs is the 

E4 
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fame in every one, influencing the mind- 
by the fame principles, and pointing it to^ 
the fame defigns, in all the higheft con- 
cerns of life. In reality, the ultimate aim 
of the beft charaders is alike diredled to 
one great, unalterable, and undivided 
jportion, which they wilh and hope to 
enjoy together, in the regions of perfed 
Friendfliipj while the bad are fevcrally 
following fome favourite intereft here, in 
a thoufand tracks which perpetually crofs 
and interfere with each other. As their 
confederating principle is the gratification 
of their paflions, it muft unavoidably 
happen, that whenever thofe paffions vary 
into oppofite lines, as is for ever the cafe, 
fufpicions and jealoufies, heats and ani- 
mofities, will of courfe arife; and the 
fame perfons, who feemed yefterday infe- 
parable Friends, fliall to-morrow become 
inveterate foes, from the mutability of 
their apprehenfions, and the contrariety 
of their ends. The defines of bad men 
are like the unclean fpirits defcribed by 
our Saviour, as " walking through dry 



ADDRESS XL ^^ 

** places, feeking reft and finding none." 
Believe me. Gentlemen, it is only in 
the peaceful paths of Wifdom and Pief/ 
that human beings can find a happinefs, 
which, whilft it fatisfies each individual, 
unites them in the bonds of divine and 
everlafting love. 

The votaries of Vice, and the fools o£ 
Fafliion, may vaunt if they pleafe of their 
reciprocal regards, of that jovial fociety 
in which they try to relieve the wearincls 
of appetite, and thofe polite viftts which 
they pay one another to efcape from them^ 
ielves : but, as they meet without cordia-* 
lity, fo they converfe without confidence, 
and part with coldnefs, if not difguft. 
Such at leaft is the general run of thofe 
that have out-lived the fondnefs of youth, 
to vrhich indeed fcarcely any thing comes 
amifs, but which, when it ccafes after-^ 
wards to ferment the mind, leaves all 
there vapid and dead, if not excited by 
fuperior principles* 
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Have yoa never had occaiion to obfcrvtf 
thofe little pitiful guards, and ftratagqnSs 
and modes of impofition, commonly prac- 
tifed on both fides by the perlbns I leficr 
to, and often at the very infiant that hs 
who (aw not through the farce, wouI4 
fancy them to be the kindefl Friends lA 
the world ? How contemptible and wretch- 
ed ! 

Or, if you will fuppofe them linked to* 
gether in a more confidential alliance, 1^ 
means of fome particular obje^ «d|ich 
they are jointly purfuing, would you be 
furprifcd if, deftitute of probity, they en- 
gaged in plans or meafures fo di(honour<^ 
able, that they could not but inwardly re^ 
proach one another for the ignominy of 
their condudt, and, on feparating, fay 
each to himfelf concerning his partner^— 

** He is a Knave" Go, ye unworthy 

men, and be proud of fuch a Friendihip) 
if you can ? 



V? 
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Even in die common intercourfc of £>« 
tkty^ z mm of feding is apt to be fbock-» 
cd at the difcoverj of deceit or diifimu- 
labon. The honcft heut ihrinks back 
from every kind of commerce, in which it 
cannot indulge its propenilty to efteem 
and affiance. Talk to it -of throwing it- 
felf open to the falie or the hollow, and 
it turns away with indignant contempt. 
Be the manners ever fo fmooth, or the ta- 
lents ever ib captivating, or the addre& 
ever fo fine ; if the morals arc unfound, 
if the chara£ler b doubtful, fometfaing 
within win whifperto him whom the 
world has not yet corrupted. Stand upon 
your guard againft fuch an afTocIate : but 
if a perfon has proved himfelf a cheat, or 
a diflembler, they muft be infenfible, or 
infatuated, with a witnefs, who can ever 
think of making him a friend. 

Prudence fays, you fliould not truft a 
drunkard with your fecret, nor a game* 
fter with your eftate, nor a hackneyed 
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courtier with your intcreft, nor an artf 
debauchee with your After, your wife, 
your principles, nor a rafh nian with ya 
fafety, nor a paffionate or a capricio 
man with your peace and comfort, not 
foolifh man with aught you value, n 
any man with your reputation who difr 
gards his own. But, if this be true, c 
you want farther demonftration to be co; 
vinced, that every one of thefe is incap 
ble of Friendihip ? Can you believe, tfa 
thofe who are under the power of fan^ 
or appetite, of fafhion or humour, m 
yet be depended on for their fidelity, d 
cretion, or conftancy, in a caufe whi^ 
requires the greateft ? Can you belies 
that thofe who have betrayed .others, w 
certainly never betray you ; that th< 
will offer the beft counfels, who habit 
ally follow.the worft ; or that they, w 
are ready to make the moft improper coi 
•pliances with fuch as they call th< 
Friends, will not look for any from yc 
ihguld you «dmit them to familiarity i 
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- It muft here be remembered, as a maxim 
of main importance on this article, and a 
maxim uniformly inculcated by the moft 
admired moralifts from the days of anti- 
quity, that no Friendfhip can bind you 
' to do an ill thing, or juftify you in doing 
It. Why ? Becaufe the obligations to 
duty at large are prior and fuperior to all 
the ties of that particular relation, as in- 
deed they are to thofe of every other one, 
how refpeftable foever it may be within 
its proper boundaries. Nor fhould it be 
forgotten, that, as the immediate opera- 
rations of Friendfhip are neceffarily con- 
fined to a narrow fphere, namely, the in^ 
"dividual to whom they point, fo they muft 
be always fubordinate to the purfuit of 
more extenfive interefts, thofe of our fa- 
•inily, of our country, of our religion, of 
mankind : and, if the deareft Friend We 
have on earth, fhould follicit or teni(>t us 
to tranfgrefs, on his account, or any ac- 
count, a clear law of Nature, or a plain 
*di£late of confcience, he muft be denied. 
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he muft be withftood to his face. I ap«« 
peal to yourfelves. ^^ Whether we ough/t 
^^ to obey God, or man, judge ye." Oa 
this ground, and none I think can be 
more folid, or more comprebeofive, may 
we not finally conclude with the fulleft 
evidence, that it will be impoffible for 
you to '' hold faft your righteouihe£s,f^ 
and maintain at the fame dme a clofe 
FrieiUlfliip with corrupt men, flnce th^ 
will be frequently demanding^ or expe^- 
ing from you compliances irreconcilable 
to^^Virtuc, fo that you muft either rfe- 
nounce her or them ? But need you to b|e 
told, that you bad better break with ail t^ 
world than wkh your Maker;, or ypnuro 
felves ? 



In whatever view then we confider 
matter, it will ftill be founds that ^ mVr 
tual, prevailing, and permanent /enfe Qf 
goodnefs is the only invariable centre of 
the union in queftion; and that the unr 
fanftrfied leacri.*»c o^j falhipnaWe intim** 
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cicSf which borrow its name, are little 
better than ropes of fand, that have nci<« 
ther confiftenGy, reality, nor beauty. 

Let us next compare them in point of 
Delight. And here we will fuppofe a 
fmall feled fociety of intelligent, good- 
natured, and well-difpofed youth, amongft 
whom the ftiffhefs of ceremony, the iharp- 
nefs of raillery, and the venom of envy, 
were wholly excluded ; who, drawn toge- 
ther by the confpiring impulfe of kindred 
difpofitions, feized every opportunity of 
meeting at a diftance from noife and non* 
fenfe, to enjoy undifturbed '' the fcaft of 
** rea(bn, and the flow of foul." We 
will fuppofe, that this happy fociety un* 
derftood how to blend refle£tion upon the 
fuUiflieft themes with the fprightlincfs of 
candid Wtt, md all the agreeable colour* 
ing of fancy; that with confidence and 
fafety they unboibmed themfelves on 
whatever was mod interefting to each ; 
<tf'ten confulted on projedb of 
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private improvement, public ufefulneft 
and virtuous fame ; that they fpoke theii 
cpinions on every head with ovxleft frce^ 
dom^ and liftened to one another with rc: 
fpedful attention ; that they fircquentlj 
diverfified and enlivened converfatioa widl 
that fort of reading in which entertain** 
ment is the vehicle of infhrudion ; in a 
word, that without apprehenfion, and with- 
out ftudy, they gave fcope to the fineft ef- 
fufions of the mind, and of the heart. And 
now imagine that you behold this chc^en 
band in thofe palTages wiiere they appear 
moft viftbly affeded by the communica- 
tions of Frlendihip. An honeft rapture 
glows in their countenances : every eye 
beams with benevolence and fentiment : 
every bofom catches from the reft addi- 
ticmal ardour on the beft fubje£b ; and all 
prefent receive and give a felicity which 
it multiplied by the collifion and retx>und 
of ideas, and which, as the focial fpirlt 
rifcs.and dill rifes, is kindled into a flame 
of facred eD*Niiini» that runs with re- 



/ 
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•fiftlefs energy through the whole amiable 
.circle— —Amiable indeed, and blefled^ 
if any thing amongft men can deferve Aich 
epithets ! Would it not refemble in part 
'.what we have been taught to believe of 
Heaven ? Would not the angelic Spirits 
who are fent forth from that world by 
-the common Parent, " to minifter to the 
*' heirs of falvation, " be almoft induced 
^o fufpend for a while their higher harmo- 
Jiies, in the pleafing contemplation of 
their mortal brethren, thus emulating 
■fome of their employments ; and when 
.they witneiled, though invifible, a fcene 
of (o much happinefs, would not their 
friendly natures experience new acceffions 
^f tranfport, and at laft difpofe them, by 
z kind of divine fympathy, to burft into 
louder and yet louder tones of praife ? — Say 
:jaot that the fcene we paint is impoffible, 
becaufe it is rare. So are all the more ex- 
alted forms of Humanity in a degenerate 
.age. Think not that the little ring of 
friends, we have figured, would afFe(S a 
Vol. II. F-^ 
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refinement above the reach of meti. Wha 
-]8 there of innocent diverfion, or convivia 
joy, which they might not^ on every pto 
per occafion, mix with their nobler inter 
courfes ? Would mirth and fefti vity have di 
worfe relifli for being corrected by temper 
ancc^and feafonedwithwifdom? Whenou 
young Friends parted to bulmcfsor retire 
ment, with what fincere fatisfa£tion wouli 
they review the hours they had pafled toge 
thef; and when they recollected the un 
diflembled approbation by which they hi 
encouraged each other to excel, hm 
Avtetly would the cxprcffions of it be n 
peated by the echoings of confciepef 
With what augmented vigour and alacr 
would they advance to the remaining o 
ili<5ls of virtue, while their ears, fo 
fpcak, refounded with the gratulat 
and triumphal fhouts of their confede 

and fcllow-foldiers !- When I thij 

this, I cannot help im&ginii\g to m 
however imperfeftly, the holy e: 
tion that muft have fwelled the fov 
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74'afhdili^l, of a L^tzarus, of a John, 
eirer^ time tfiey itflefted tm the teftimo- 
hies of eofnplac<;nce and afFeAion, with 
Whieh they Wcfe prfvileged by the great 
Mddifl of Friendfliip. 

That Frieitdfliip is not authorised by 
Chriftislmtjr, has b^n alledged without 
fbundatioh. Though not dire^y enjoined 
tii our Saviour's difcourfes, it is yet pow- 
erfully enforced by his example. Who 
has ittit h«ard of «^ the Difciple whom 
*^ Jeftts loved,'' honouring him in his 
life with diftinguifhed tokens of efteem, 
and at his death with a mark of confidence 
tiiat coiild only proceed from particular at« 
tachment; I mean in committing to the 
filisil protedion of that difciple, rather 
dian ftty of the reft, his helplefs a|id 
forrowful mother, whom, in th« true fpiriC 
of the pureft Friendihip, he thus left him 
as the moft precious legacy he could be« 
ftow? 

Fa 
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By the way, this recalls to our remem^ 
brance the very beautiful ftory of three 
Friends, one of whom being about to 
die, and having nothing to leave but an 
old mother, and a daughter unmarried^ 
bequeathed them to the other two, who 
wbre in better circumftances ; with an 
iBxprefs. defire that one might cherilh the 
ancient parent, and the other portion the 
young woman, whom he was to fee pro- 
fperoufly married ; or, if he lived not to dif^ 
charge that agreeable office, the firft was 
to have the pleafure of performing it« 
Bequefts fo extraordinary, failed hot to 
draw fufficient ridicule on the teftator, 
from vulgar minds ; but the heirs accepter 
them with much contentment. Howeve 
he who received the young woman hayi/ 
died fome years after, the only furvivi 
Friend took her under his care, and i; 
fhort time difpofed of her in wedlc 
the fame day with an only daughter o 
own, fettling upon her an equal fhare f 
fortune. Here, it will be allowed, was 
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luftrious difplay of Fricndfhip-on all fides : 
but to me, the fentiment of him who made 
the will appears the moft glorious, as ma« 
nifefting the moft exquifite fenfe of the 
claims which belong to that elevated re- 
lation, and the moft obliging reliance oii 
the worth of the executors. Their gene- 
rous hearts he meafured by the noble feel- 
ings of his own, which told him, that; 
if the iituations had been reverfed, he 
would have been happy to undertake and 
fulfil the charge he now gave. * But to 
return to our Saviour : 

' Who has not heard of his frequent and 
familiar vilits to the family of Lazarus, 
of his fingular atteftation to the piety of 
Mary, of his friendly admonition to the 
anxious Martha, and of the tender fym- 
pathy he fhowed for both at the grave of 
■their excellent brother, whom he literally 
terms their and his Friend ? But why 
the difcriminating .afFe<aion we fpeak of 
is not inculcated by any precept of the 

F3 
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Gofpel, has been v«ry naturally account* 
ed for on principles in which all are a* 
greed* How (hould that be made the 0^ 
je& of a ctmmandy which i$ puvdy a 
matter of free choice^ and fo delicate in 
its nature as to render the meeting with 
thofe who are qualified for it, alfiogrtbcr' 
uncertain ? The inftitutrqn of Chrift 
was defigned to enlarge the hearts of meft 
beyond that contraded policy of -ffsMy 
and thofe partial regards for individuals, 
which bad warped and engrofled them $ t» 
infpire untverfal benevolence, wd efta- 
blifh among mankind a general brother- 
hood, to which the peculiar and appro- 
priated alliance under confideration is, if 
not duly balanced, in fome danger of 
proving unfavourable. But ftill wlwicvcr 
the charitable and comprehenfive virtitts, 
implanted and propagated by our IMf 
Faith, have taken the deepeft root, there 
the beft Friendfliips will not fail, if other 
eircumftances concur, to be cultivated 
with the greateft advantage* Of the ftir 
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mitive believers, into whofe bofoms the 
Spirit of their Mafter had defcended 
with full force, we are exprefly told, 
that ^^ they were of one heart, and of one 
^* ibul; neither faid any of them that 
^^ Wgbt of the things which he pofTeiTed 
^^ were bis own, but they had all things 
<< common/* Perhaps it would be diffi- 
cult to dtfcribe the power and empire of 
Friendfliip ia ftrohger words. 

If you look into the hiftory and wri*^ 
tmgs of St* Paul, in whom the gentle and 
thtf hermc afiedions which adorned the Au« 
thor of our Religion, appeaif to have been 
jlsniincatly united, you cannot but obfervc 
jthat be breathed the very flame of Friend-^ 
•flupforthofe who were his more immo'^ 
4iate aflfociates and auxiliaries in the 
. cauferbe had efpoufed. And then, if you 
leok back into the Old Teftament, of 
.«riiich the moral tendency co-incides [^r- 
fe^y with that of the New, you will 
£nd this high relation both exemplified 

F4 
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and celebrated with the utmoft beautjrf. 
as we remarked on a former occalion. 



But, alasl whilft we refle£): on* theft 
things, we cannot but feel fome .difcotf- 
ragement in recommending a conncxiorf 
which is now fo feldom beheld in its pri-*' 
meval fplendour, and of which the pre&nt 
ielfifh and inglorious fyftem of diffipafiioii 
and luxury leaves us fo little rooqi to hope 
that it can now be often realized in its full 
extent. Do ye, however, wiih to pof* 
fefs the fureft means of mitigating your 
misfortunes, of relieving your anxieties, 
of folving your doubts, of doubling and 
exalting your pleafures 3 of difentangling, 
multiplying, and brightening your ideas ; 
of regulating, ,and maturing your judge- 
ments and imaginations ; of being admo* 
nifhed with good-nature when you are 
wrong, and animated when you ar£ right 
with generous praife ; of obtaining faith- 
ful advice when you want it moft, without 
fuperiorairs of wifdom, — kind attention. 
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to your condu£t, when you are leaft on your 
|uard,without officioufnefs or fcrupulofity, 
—unwearied afliftance, without noife or 
oftentation, wherever your welfare or com- 
fort in any fhape requires it ; and finally, 
ofdifcloiingwith fafety the deareft fecrets 
and inmoft fenfations of the foul ? We 
ftill hope fuch felicity may be found. 
Such felicity will be found by thofe that 
are the favourites of Heaven. To find it, 
you who love whatever is happiefl, and 
moft divine, will not account any poffible 
pains too great. A virtuous, intelligent, 
and feeling Friend, will richly reward 
you : and having found him, you will 
l)eware of forfeiting the ineftimable prize. 

A well-formed Friendfhip indulges not 
^fe delicacies ; but, as it pra6):ifes, fo it 
4lemands, thofe that are real. 

M- Refenre will wonnd it, tnd dlftruft deftroy.** 

A generous opennefs and unfufpefVing 
confidence are amongft its chief attributes 
aad prefervatives. He who firft taught 
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tlie mixim of ^n verft^g with wr 

4s if they were foaia 4siy ta becc 

<neiiiie8» might be doemed, by him 

his difcipleS) wonderfully wife : 

^fiedionate and the noble will ab 

frigid caution, which would xob t 

pf its higheft enjoyment) the pou 

ji^ out with fvilnefs and freedom 

fubje^ that intereft it moft. T 

lime fpirit of Fricndihip never- 

^iMnr breaft^) who would regi 

vaoveni^ts by the fordid rules of 

management. Let me be repeat 

ceived by the perfidipuS) and la\ 

for my fimplicity by the cunninj 

than fubmit to fee the flave of fi 

and chained up by pitiful fears, a 

rable jealoufies, at the v^ry mom 

Nature pants to bre^k through tl 

mels of Art, and fling herfelf wi 

ftraint or ftudy intp the bofc 

£riend. 

Not that the laws of prudena 
' ' be wilfully violate( 
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Miimierce* He that has a true refpeA and 
tender afieAion for another will treat hiaa 
well of courfe, and would tremble at thm 
Aou^ of af&onting or hurting the maa 
whom, of all others, he moft wiihes t0 
fdeaie. Grofs fiuniliarity, and offenfive 
mamicrB, are not perhaps more repugnant 
to the chara^r of a lover, than of a 
FrkiM* There is, in both connexions, 
ibmetliing that tends to polifli, and tofof- 
fen ; though the laft will nerer, like the 
-firft, be in danger from effeminacy. In 
the beginning of a fervent Friendfhip, the 
'commoin. forms of life may poffibly be 
4miicted without much hazard : but when 
the ifiteroourie is no longer new, and its 
firft •ardour is fomewhat abated, they will 
often be necefiary to prevent that difguft 
^ indifference which is produced by a 
-blunt and uiyguarded behaviour ; though 
-^hey mift never be fuffered to banifh iiiv- 
eerily, or eafe, without which Friend- 
Aip. is inftanfly transformed to infupport- 
■Mfi ffifomony, or polite diffimulation* 
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Would you prcferve the attachment rf 
a perfon raifed above the vulgar in hit. 
views and difpofitions ? It is not to b<f 
done by courtfhip, bribery, or expenfiv6 
gifts; things which have no connexion widi 
the fenfibilities of a good mind ; but by 
the continuance of thofe virtuous qualities 
that originally engaged him, accompa- 
nied with fweet attentions, and little 
feafonable marks, of remembrance and re- 
gard, which will (how you to be occupied 
with the image of your Friend, indepen- 
dent of important occafions to call it up, 
and which that Friend will not eflimate 

I 

by their intrinfic value, but by the ami- 
able propenfity that is forever prompting 
them. 

In Friendfhip, as in love, the leaft tn* 
fle is of confequence, when meant for a 
token of afFeaion. Where this union is 
happily formed, that mighty magician. 
The Heart, touches every link of the 
chain into a peculiar luftrc., Thofe Vfho 
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(can onljr be attnuSled or bound by lucra- 
tive con/iderations^ and continual favours, 
are not Friends, but mere courtiers, or 
]X)Iidcians. If you, my dear youth, are- 
caftina better mould, though you will be 
always ready to render the man of your 
choice the greateft fervice, you will ne- 
ver think of exacting the fmalleft in 
return. If he is acquainted with your 
iltuation, you will leave him to judge 
what he can do for your intercft; and 
you will accept his afliflance with plea- 
fure, not as the payment of a debt, but 
as a free-will offering, a new proof of his 
Friendihip, and. a . farther incentive to 
yours. If he is ignorant of any difficulty 
or diftrefs in your condition, which you 
know it is not in his power to remove, 
you will not always be forward, by ex- 
plaining it, to ^ive him fruitlefs inquie- 
tude. A mind truly noble will often de- 
vour its anguifli in fecret, rather than in- 
flict too much pain on another by unne« 
ceflary communication. There is iniinitt 
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delicacy in ^hat parable of our Sairionr, 
where he repr^'^nts a poor good woman, 
probably a lonely widow, who had loft 'a. 
part of her little (lore, feeking it by licr-» 
felf with filent uncomplaining folltdtude^ 
and when fhe had found it, calling her 
Friends and her neighbours together^ 
that they might rejoice with her oft di^ 
occafion \ thus careful to fave then! frcHit 
every degree of uneafinefs, and defirotis 
of (baring with them only her joy; QcS 
nerous fentiments are always grdat, but 
moft fo when feen in low circumftaticiesL 

I would not indeed advift you to Idok 
for them very frequently in any ftaiLtion. 
Never put your Friends to too fcvcrc a 
teft. Never expedl from them too miich,^ 
Contemplate their excellencies with de-. 
light : look upon their frailties with for- 
bearance : celebrate the former, when yoii 
fan do it without danger of exciting envy, 
inflaming malignity, or diverting dulnefs: 
fpread over the latter the veil of fecrecy. 
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tt diey are not known ; and if thejr are, 
apologize for them when jcm have an op^ 
portunity, but in fuCh a ftyle as not to 
tncottrage imitation, or furnifh folly with 
all excUie* He that can hear the man, 
whom he profefies to love and honour, ri- 
diculed or cenfufed in his abfence, and 
•net defend him as far as reafon will allow, 
is a coward ; and fhould he be bafe enough 
to jcin in the jeft, or the fatire, a bafenefs 
1>]r no means uncommon, he is a traitor 
into the bargain. I amfony, for the fake 
of Human Nature, toobferve how few per- 
fons have the probity, or the fortitude, to 
fpeak up for a Friend, who is not prefent 
to ^lead liis own caufe, when attacked by 
malice, or by ignorance. In a world 
where fo many are bufy to invent fcandal, 
and fo many more to fpread it, would you 
fhow youtfelves actuated by true Friend- 
fliip ? Never give up its objeft to any in- 
dividual, of to any company, for any con- 
fideration upon earth ; nor finally credit 
aught, to his difadvantage, which you do 
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'or hours and days of flatncfs, innpidity, 
indfecming indifi^rence; for cvexy thing, 
in fliort, but infolence, vice, and trea- 
chay. What pity, that, of all things 
good and rare in fociety, the bcft fliould 
be die rareft, I mean, an uniform reci- 
procation of good-humour and mild for* 
borance! 

We propofed^ as you i^U remember^ 
to let forth the fuperior felicity of true 
Priendfliip. We began the attempt, but 
ibon felt a damp from the obfervation of 
life, to little encouraging to the fweet en- 
diafiafin 6f our fubjed. What we have 
ken led to add will help you, Gentle- 
men, to coficeive why this admired rela- 
tion is ib feldom produAive of the delici- 
6tts fruits you are taught to exped from 
kby its fond panegyrifts of every age. 
iTmen will bargain for affection, which 
Can never be bought, or miikike the fro- 
lics of the blood for the feelings of the 
heart ; if they will turn Fricndfhip into -a 
Vol, II. G 
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negociation, or an adventure; if di^H 
^hufe its obje£b without regard to Azrat 
ter, underftanding, or any folid and pc 
manent merit, attached only by what 
calculated to amufe the fancy, w gnti 
the paffions ; or, if having made a bet 
choice, and ading on higkcr motivi 
they afterwards forget to ** (how. thei 
** felves friendly, " are indifcreet or inc 
licate in their intercourfe, unreafonal 
in their requefts, or fanguine in th 
expectations ; fufplcious or fplenetic 
flight occafions, eafily provoked, but i 
eafily reconciled j fonder of new than of < 
connexions ; capricious, variable, or u 
certain ; apt to reveal the trufted fecr 
or refign the aflfailed reputation, whetl 
through want of faithfulnefs or want 
refolution ; can you wonder that in th 
cafes, and others of a iimilar kind, I 
alliance we are recommending appears i 
to anfwer the exalted ideas you hi 
been accuftomed to entertain of its beai 
and efficacy ? Is it furprifing that a fii 
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of lightning fhould not poflcfs the fteady 
luftre of the fun ; or yet, that the fun, 
when obfcured by clouds, fhould not gild 
and gladden the creation, as when he 
breaks forth in all his brightnefs ? 

But let us now for a moment recolle£t 
the benign eiFulgence with which we have 
fometimes beheld that higher luminary^ 
True Friendfhip, irradiating and cheering 
fuch hearts as were framed to receive and 
refle£l its rays ; and, when full of this 
image, let us contraft with it the illuiive 
and tranfitory glare of that which apes it 
in the mutual profeffions of men without 
principle or fenfibility. However fpecious 
thofe profeffions may feem, they cannot, I 
think, give much delight to any but the con- 
ceited or the credulous : for, in the firft 
place, what fecurity can perfons deftitute of 
^ worth, or of feeling, ever have againft per- 
petual deception from one another ? how 
be afcertained of their regard who want 
integrity i or what room is left for 

G a 
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they are ambitious of difplaying their zeal 
for their aflbciates. I readily acknowledge 
they can feed conceit, foment inclination, 
remove theembarraflmentofblufhing, and 
harangue in honour of debauchery : they 
can laugh at order,, authority, virtue, 
religion, and their advocates ; depreciate 
the female fex, maintain with the Poet, 
fliat *' every woman is at heart a rake, " 
and give much information concerning 
thofe of the worft fame : they can fill up 
with ribaldry the vacuities of wit, '^ make 
^' a mock of fin," and call hell a bugbear. 
The language of obfcenity, the cup of 
intemperance, the fneerof fcepticifm, and 
the blufler of oaths, they can circulate 
with a freedom which they conceive to be 
prodigioufly brave* • By thefe means they 
affift one another very notably in the way& 
of vice, encourage the forward, embold- 
en the fearful, difpel foixie troublefome 
fcruples, and for a while at leaft lull 
others afleep— — Ah, ye infatuated boys ! 

G3 
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could you lull them afleep for ever ; could i 
you prevent them from waking in dark- 1 
nefs, in diilreis, or in death ; couhl yott 4i 
fecure your companions from the future ] 
vengeance of a guilty mind, you would . 
then indeed do fomething; and though > 
c\*en then we might not allow you to mc^ 
rit very eminently the title of Friends^ 
we fhould yet own, that you furpaffed 
many who aflume it. ■ But you of thi^ 
audience, whom we wifli to prefervc from- 
fuch dreadful Friendfliip, tell us, what ii 
there in all the impertinence, revelry, 
and profanenefs, to which we refer, that 
can challenge the charadler of real joy, 
or compcnfatc the lofs of rational, man- 
ly, and refined communication, where 
chearfulnefs and amufement are not pre- 
cluded, but, on the contrary, heightened 
by a judicious mixture of ferioufnefs and 
reflexion ; where all the harmlefs un- 
bendings of merriment are found con- 
fiftent with the ftri6left rules of a liberal 
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piety ; where the ftreams of good-humour 
are fed by the fountain of a good confci- 
ence ; what fhall I fay more ? 

where fenfe, and decency, and truth, and 
knowledge, afFe£tion engendered by ef- 
teem, and confidence infpircd by both,, 
concur to fweeten and dignify the whole ? 
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WHENCE is it, my refpeSed Audi- 
tors, that in propofing a plan of 
high enjoyment, drawing a charadler of 
true heroifm, or defcribing a fcene of ac- 
tion which fhall both intereft and charm, 
the beft judges of life have generally been 
careful tp reprefent Friendfhip as a prin- 
cipal part ? The reafon muft be fought 
in the fenfations of the fouL Whatever 
ibe finds moft afFe<S^ing, noble, or delight- 
ful on other accounts, would ftill appear 
to her defeSiVb, without fome particular 
reference to this fuperior communion of 
minds: an image from wl^ch, accord- 
ingly, the defcriptive and imitative Arts 
)iave often derived their chief power to 
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pleafe, and to move. Ill a word, though 
men may be frequently entertained and 
excited by objects that borrow no affiftanoe 
from the idea now mentioned, it is cer* 
tain they are never fo fully gratified, or fa 
feelingly imprefled, as when the friendly 
firings of Nature are touched with Ae 
greateft (kill, andv taught to yield tho 
trueft harmony. 

But there is no iituation in which ihit 
beautiful eiFed is experienced with fucK 
advantage' as in Diftrefs. Then, indeed, 
the heart feels a peculiar impatience to 
pour its ftory into the ear of a Friend^ 
and receive from the mere communiea-^ 
tion a degree of relief not to be obtained 
from the whole world befide. The fym- 
pathetic tones, with which it is anfwered 
by a fpirit in utiifon, are then celeftial 
ravifliment. The ftarting tear, the rifing 
(igh, the terider look of fellow-feeling, 
are, even without a word fpoken, like 
precious balni to the' wounded breafti 
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But who can fuificiently exprefs the con* 
iblatioi\ which anxiety, diiappointment, 
dependance, forrow, contrition, remorfe 
when finking into defpair, have derived 
from the cordial influence of Holy Friend- 
ihip ? Well might it be termed " The 
*« Medicine of Life. "^ A ftate of fufFer- 
ing has been always confidered as the fu« 
reft teft of its value, and the nobleft 
fphere of its operation. Will you indulge 
me with a patient hea.ring, if, in one Ad-» 
ditfs more on this inexhauftible theme, 
I proceed to fhow you fome of the Com- 
forts enjoyed in a Virtuous Friend at fea- 
ions, when the leagues formed by Vice are 
bnpotent and vain, difgufting and vexa- 
tions? 

They are feldom, perhaps, more fo 
than under the reftlefTnefs and anguifh at- 
tendant on a fenfe of guilt, when roufed 
by zMiCtion from the flumber in which 
eafe and flattery had lulled it. Grant, 
Sir, that the companion of your gayer 
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hours, who foothed your follies, and 
fhared your riots, afterwards manifefled,- 
on your falling into adverfity, a tender** 
nefs and follicitude not very common a- 
mong perfons of his chara£ber, who have 
been often obferved to abandon - in thdf 
greateft need thofe that in their profper- 
ous days they loaded with proteftations cf. 
fidelity. Suppofe this more honourable 
aflbciate to employ his utmoft endeavours 
for your fuccour ; but that in the meaa 
while your calamity prefles, your fpirits 
are dejedted, and a recoUeAion of ptiL 
mifconduft awakens the terrors natural ta 
confcious iniquity ; terrors which, when 
they rife in their full ftrength, can fhake 
the ftouteft Sinners to the foundation. 
In this fore trial, how fliall he fupport or 
confole you ; He, I fay, whofe paflions and 
principles are of the fame unhappy caft 
with your own ? How fliall he open ia 
your mind thofe fources of penitence and 
peace to which he is himfelf a ftranger ? 
Perceive you not at this inftant, that his 



ADDRESS XII. 95 

^ts, his converfation, his attentions, 
dl the proofs of fympathy which he can 
ijhfc you, mtift ever be inadequate to cir- 
onnftances like your's, having " no re- 
f" lifli of falvation in them," no reference 
I tofuturity ? Perceive you not that your 
liMvud perturbation muft, inftead of being 
[lUiyied by any thing fo fuperficial, re- 
[Cavtan increafe from the very prefence of 
tk man, who during your wild career, 
[ttotnliuted only to ftimulate and blind 
I, as it brings to your remembrance 
ifgitffions which you wifh to be buried 
ictemal oblivion i 

\ Batnow fuppofe a man of virtue to have 

idirownofFhisguard, and by fomegrie- 

Bderiation to have loft the joys of in-* 

: fuppofe him agitated by the pain- 

'idleftion, and anxious to regain his 

path. Let him lay open his con-»- 

to a wife and pious Friend : let- 

Friend addrefs him with the elo« 

of kindnefs, compaflionate the- 
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frailty of his nature, remind him of tbe 
mercies of his Creator, point his **. la* 
** bouring and heavy-laden " foul to the 
great Reftorer of fallen humanity, and 
encourage him to rife in the ffatngth of 
Heaven, and purfue his way thither with 
augmented vigilance and fteadineis— «t 
Where fhall we find language to fet forth 
the comfort, the hope, the httmble but 
joyful fenfe of divine forgivenefs and inn 
mortal triumph, that fuch communicadoh 
will difFufe through his bofom? Would.yoa 
wonder if the friendly vifitant fhould in 
this cafe appear to his enraptured thoughts 
as feme miniftering Seraph, fent from the 
Throne of Goodnefs to his relief, or if 
fuch feafonable words fhould vibrate in 
his ear like tbe melodies of Paradife i 

It is no uncom^ion remark, that Friend- 
(hip has been given more efpecially to the 
afflidled, for leffening their troubles by di- 
viding them : and may we not add, that 
in fubjeiling man to fo much evil it was 
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ytibbably one main purpofe of Providence, 

to fiimifli a larger field for the exercife of 

4us divine affcdion ? There is not, we 

are certain, in all the attradions of pro* 

ferity, that power of inciting Friendfhip^ 

IvUch it is fure to find in the diftrefs of its 

<igc&; fo mercifully has the Almighty 

fondiYed, that its energies fliall then be 

■oft ready and efficacious when they are 

■oft ufefiil and neceflary* It is apparent 

binliiflory, that the highefl ftrains of 

flui virtue have been ufually difcovered in 

kh coojundures of public affairs, as ex- 

'^'IfoU dK properties and lives of individu- 

^fiii to dK greateft danger ; thofe magna- 

linDus qualities which enter into the 

ti<m of a noble Friendfhip being 

An more ftrongly kindled into adion, and 

Ac kuman mind exalted by the import- 

aod arduoufnefs of the occafion a- 

its ordinary pitch ; as if the produc* 

of Heroes, and that of Friends, de« 

on one and the fame caufc. 
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We baxc fieeot x writer^ who carries I 

fmfe of tke ctfcar&fler ve are funreyii^, 

firis to ittCuna£e> dc£t its participatki 

aie capabfe of uxrpffcSng on difficult 

Ittrdfhips and iaidnie^ fomcthiiig fwf 

and cttgagmg beyocKt all that can be fine 

-in a i»l<afiurable lot. In tnith, I am pi 

fvaded, that a man of fentiment rare 

fccls hhnfelf fo dcfenring of refpeft, 

whcxk tenderi]r touched with the misfio 

tunes of a Friend> and eameftly employ 

.to relieve them ; nor have I any doul 

but the more ftrenuous his efforts are . 

fuch a caufe, and the fharper his fuff 

ings, his heart will fwell with the h: 

pier confcioufnefs, and look down with.! 

greater fuperiority on whatever is deen 

by men of the world moft magnificent 

voluptuous. Beatific Friendfhip, cd 

tial Power ! how pre-eminent arc 

pleafures infpired by thee above all t 

Vice or Folly can boaft! The latt 

it is well known, cannot bear reflect 

the former, it is equally certain, can 
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msly fupport the ftrideft, but are renewed, 
improved, and heightened by it ; and the 
foul applauds her choice, even when fhe 
fulBFers moft feverely from any diftrefs 
which befalls her partner : the pain fhe 
endures on that account is by thy divine 
fpirit confecrated into virtue, and fublimed 
into enjoyment* What dignity, what 
felicity, muft have elated the foul of 
Pythias, when, without application on 
die part of his Friend, he offered himfelf 
as hoftage, under forfeiture of his life, if 
the other did not return on a certain day, 
from vifiting his family, to fufFer the un- 
provoked vengeance of a tyrant ! ■ What 
^ heroic and rapturous fenfations muft have 
fired in their turn the breaft of Damon, 
:when he flew on the wings of zeal to ran- 
•fom the life of the man who preferred his 
rfafety to his own ! . Glorious contention ! 
^ow much unlike the miferable compe- 
titions of modern effeminacy and difli[ia<^ 

tion ! 

. r H a 
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to enjoy a Friend or two in pri- 
how feldom do they pitch on 
can compenfate the vexation 
idergone in fo tirefome and fruit"* 
e^ by helping them to improve 
ience, and turn their feet into 
r peace and true glory I On the 
he very men they have feleded 
ief favour! tes, are generally dif-* 
ad them, by their cenverfation 
e, yet farther aftray, and to 
n againft every falutary con vie** 
ife languid paufes of indulgence 
itiy with the hopes of new. and 
ght in the fame way. Thus 
lined on to freih folly and dif« 
It : thofe friendly affedions. 
Id be .their folace, are only the 
more mifery ; and life is worn 
out fatisfadion, and without 
;• How different the cafe of 
having learned early to make a 
e^ can from the hoUownefs of 
je&t and- the joftlings of the 

«3 
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giddy throng, take refuge amongft a few' 
individuals qualified to advife, and che- 
rifh, and comfort him in the beft manner ; 
to aid his virtue virhcn it fhakes, and by 
their approbation to confirm its viftories! 

It is a well-knovirn remark, that the 
different periods of rational life have their 
refpeftive and peculiar advantages. In 
the number of thofe v^hich youth has over 
age, may we not reckon its being fo much 
more eafily pleafed ? At leaft we may 
queftion, whether the benefits acquired by 
greater experience and maturer reflection 
often countervail the lofs of this happy fa- 
cility. In many iftflances, we are fure, 
the obfervation of Solomon holds true, 
that '^ he who increafeth knowledge in- 
*' creafeth forrow. " Thofe of the clear- 
eft difcernment in men and manners find 
the fewcft charafters to their tafte ; and 
while the ^aw and the undiftinguifhing 
can take infinite pains to attraft and fccm 
attraded wherever they converfe, perfon^ 
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of a more enlightened and delicate fplrit 
are ftill for leflening the fphere of their 
intimacies, and look upon a multitude of 
acquaintance as fortunately exchanged for 
a fingle Friend, to whom they can fly as 
to an inviolable fanduary from the offici- 
oufnefs of the weak, the per fecut ions of 
the wicked, and the perplexity of their 
own minds. To fay the truth, fuch a 
Friend is a world in himfelf, and will be 
valued accordingly by every one who has 
fenfe and worth enough to appreciate him. 

The comfort of this intercourfe is pecu- 
liarly relifhed in retirement. In that fitu- 
ation, which cannot be always avoided 
even by.thofe who diflike it moft, what 
ihall they do to beguile the time, without 
ibme companion, who can divert their 
ivearlneis, and enliven fcenes which n^ 
iieauty of nature, or elegance of art, or 
ifiuence of fortune, could long render 
amufing to the uninformed, the reftlefs, 
,.aad the gay i To fuch, indeed, a . ftatc 

H4 
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of this kind, continued for ever fo fkdtt 
an interval, grows infupportably tirefome 
and gloomy : to fuch the fun ihines in 
vain, and the fields, the gardens, the 
woods, and the rivers, (fo delrghtful to 
poets, philofophers, ftudents, and ienti* 
mental fpirits) are all unintereftifig and 
dull. The confequence is, that fuch muft 
quickly fall back upon their own minds i 
where finding neither variety nor fatisiac- 
tion, they figh for^fome favourite ac- 
qu^ntance who fhall call out their feeble 
ideas, 

*' And whirl them (happy riddance !) from themfelvei."* 

At length the much-wifhcd vifitant ap- 
pears : they are relieved like a prifoner 
jufl efcaped from his folitary cell. Cr«i- 
tion fcemed to them a prifon whilft alone: 
the fociety of a fingle intimate, brighti^s 
and embellifhes the whole theatre around 
them : they acquire new vivacity ; and 
their faculties, whatever thefe are, expand 
by communication. In truth, one had 
better fpeak to a flatue than keep his 
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tfioUghts long pent up in his own breaft. 
But, ye Powers of fenfibilit}', what words 
an paint the attraAions which the partici- 
pation, the voice, the demeanour, the very 
ttpcSt of a true Friend difFufes on every 
objeft, to thofe that are formed for enjoy- 
itag a well-timed recefs ? Have not fome 
of you. Sirs, experienced this enchanting 
tficd ? With the gaiety of heart infpired 
by the approximation of a kindred fpirit, 
4id not you contract a greater fondnefs 
for the places, the walks, the accuftomed 
retreats where you frequently cohverfed 
with the inmate of your bofom ? Did not 
the works both of art and nature afliime 
in his prefence frefli luftre ? In a word^ 
was not all about you illuminated^ (o to 
. fycaky and touched into higher perfedion^ 
by the Genius of virtuous Friendfliip ? 

We might mention, farther, the diffi- 
culties in bufinefs, the traverfes of for- 
time, the failure of hopeful plans, the 
loft of pleafing companions, the death of 
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parents and other relations endeared hf 
Nature and by habit, whofe removal majr 
cxpofe the furvivors to the greateft erils | 
in ihort, a variety of trials incident to 
men, that call forth the confolations of 
Friendfhip, and prove them to be onl^ 
furpailed by thofe of Religion, to which 
indeed they are nearly allied, as we have 
already feen, and may yet farther fee. But 
we will go on to fome other lefs familiar,' 
yet peradventure not lefs interefling, con- 
fiderations. 

To me it appears a very valuable fruit 
of the commerce we are eflimating, that it 
frequently imparts to age a vivacity, and 
a pleafure, which, though lefs confpicu- 
ous and aftive than thofe experienced by 
youth, are often more fatisfa&ory, bc- 
caufe more ferene. We have perfonally 
known fome excellent people, the evening 
of whofe days feemed, like that of autunm^ 
gladdened with a foft, but fprightly gleam, 
which derfully agreeable, while 
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ttej moved on to their peaceful fetting,' 
beloved and venerated by their families 
and all about them. How much happier 
dian tfaofe who, hnving outlived, or, what 
is incompara'bly more calamitou5, been 
forfaken by, their natural connexions, have 
not found the defolation repaired by a 
Friend ! 

•* Poor were the Friendlcfs mailer of a world.*' 

He were poor at any period, in the vigour 
of manhood, or in the bloom of youth ; 
being dcftitute of this moft neceflary rc- 
fource, a partnerfliip of the heart, with- 
out which that muft ever feel a want be- 
yond the power of the univerfe to fupply. 

As we hinted on a former occafion, the 
mightieft monarchs have found all their 
moft flattering and moft flattered advant- 
ages taftelefs, wearifome, infupportable,. 
without the communication and counfcl of 
fome favourite fubjeft, in whofe breaft 
they could dift)urden the cares of royalty, 
and enjoy the fweets of confidence. But 
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without thinking now of einpefx>rs, or 
kings, or their miniflcrs, of SuUy^ or 
Mecsenas, or Hephaeftion, or Henry, or 
Auguftus, or Alexander the Great, turn 
your attention to yourfelves, and look 
forward. It is not fo vaft a way, as. you 
may fancy, to that feafon of decline, 
when, fuppofing your condition favour* 
able in many other refpe&s, much- of 
your relifh for its pleafures will be qyer, 
and of your earl^ companions, who by 
fharing them with you might have contri- 
buted to exhilarate your fpirits, the moft 
part will be gone to the land of forget- 
fulncfs. But what a comfort, in that 
cafe, if you ftill poflcfled one or two weH^ 
tried and well-principled Friends, who 
were able not only to amufe you by their 
good-humour and chearful converfation, 
but to revive the frequent languors of de- 
crepitude, and to alleviate its unavoidable 
infirmities, by turning your views from a 
world, where you will have fufFered many 
a painful breach and bitter difappointment^ 
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to die r^ons of unmingled joy and im- 
aortal youth ! By the timely aid of fuch 
communion, you may learn the art, un- 
derftood by fo few, of growing old with 
a good grace, and be prepared to fuftain 
the weight of years, not with fubmiilion 
meidy, but with dignity too. 

Among the numerous clailes of human 
'tnifary, it is not perhaps eafy to figure a 
being more forlorn than the man who is 
funk in the vale of age without a Friend 
w ithout a Friend to confole him in 
the remembrance of paft calamity, to fup* 
port him under the prefiiire of growing 
frailty, to dined his hopes beyond the 
dreary fcene that is clodng round him, 
to addrefs him in that voice of aiFec- 
txm which gives wari^th and perfuadon 
to the language of piety, to talk to him of 
the glorious things which are in (lore for 
'die iervants of God broken with the toils 
of life, to tell him of that Divrqe Re- 
at wfaofe fight, whilft yet an in* 
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fant, the devout old Ifraelite could in t 
holy rapture wiih to die. How nkuim-' 
ful muft it be for a perfon of feDfibilitjTy 

who has furvived whatever he held deareft 
on earth, to fee himfelf left alone, like 
fome folitary ihattered tree on a banen 
wild; to fee. the world, which perhaps he 
had long entertained and obliged, forget- 
ting him becaufe he can oblige and enter- 
tain it no longer, and ^ofe kind hands 
mouldering in the duft, Which, hadtliejr 
fiill lived, would have propped his totter* 
ing frame, when the gayer afibciates of 
his laughing days are either vaniibed in 
the grave, or withdrawn to more amufing 

fociety than he can now furniih ! - 

What, not one worthy faithful Friend to 
bear him company, to nurfe his weaknefs, 
to footh his pains, to overlook his ftarts^f 
peeviihnefs, to aifift him in beguiling the 
tedious hours, in fettling his laft accounts, 
in fmoothing the pafTage to his long home! 
Merciful Creator, may we never know 
,the mifery of.being abandoned to helpleft 
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folitude in the midft of feeble age : teach 
us to cultivate, in the preceding ftages of 
our journey, thofe fweet fympathies of the 
foul, which reafon approves, and reli- 
gion confecrates, which depend for theil' 
.gratification but on a few fellow-travel- 
.lers, and will continue to relieve us wheiji 
wearied, and refrefh us when worn out^ 
with the length of the way. It is the un- 
rivalled glory of virtuous Friendfhip, that 
jwhen all other attachments, fprung from 
iancy, appetite, or intereft, fall off and 
fadeaway, it remains, '^ like a tree plan^" 
cd by the rivers of water," frefh and vi* 
^rous, the joint growth of invariable 
cfteem, afie£lion, and principle. 

But carry your thoughts a little farther: 
imagine yourfelf. Sir, about to lie down 
upon your laft bed : fuppofe, what I pr^ 
■Heaven may be only a fuppofition, that 
you are but indifferently prepared for it : 
*<whom would you wifh to vifit and com- 
-£wt you in fo awful a fituation ? Any of 
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thofe jovial companions who now endei? 
vour to divert from your mind, as well u 
their own, all grave reflexions? Trjf 
then, if you will, the experiment: .fen4 
for the mod fenfible you can fingle out 
from their whole number: inform him 
that you look upon yourfelf as a dying 
man, and defire his advice and afliftancet 
what will he anfwer? Moft probablj^ 
that you fhall yet recover ; that yoii ait 
only low-fpirited, or by no moans fo ill 
as you apprehend ; that you fbould keep • 
good heart, that you fhall live to fee mail| 
happy days, and fo forth. At this caff 
ftyle you are difappointed. He that feels 
himfelf finking down under a load, of in* 
furmountabk difeafe, is hurt by fo flight 
an addrefs. You will fignify to your vifi- 
tan^ his miflake : you will afiiire himi 
the matter is become too ferious for fuck 
fort of talk. What vrill he do next ? It 
is likely, that altering his tone and coun- 
tenance into an exprefllon of more con* 
«ern^ and perhaps joining the tear of naf 
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ural tendernefS) he will intimate his for- 
ow, if it fhould be as you conceive, and 
viU add very fagely. It is a debt we muft 
ill pay : it is pity a man of fpirit fhould 
!ver die ; but fmce it cannot be avoided, 
foa muft even, fubmit to your fate as 
gracefully as pofltble : with more to the 
fame purpofe— -And is this all ? Can 
fou give no better confolation to a perfon 
in my condition ? The neceffity you urge 
is one of the very evils I lament : but the 
gmtefl is the dread of an hereafter. Tell 
me fomething that may calm the appre- 
kenfions of guilt which now befet me ; 
fomething that may mitigate, if it cannot 
Rmove, the agonies of diflblution ; fome- 
thing that may inftill, if it be not yet too' 
late, the hopes of pardon into my anxiousf 
foul. He will then, it may be prefumed, 
reply, that God is much too merciful to 
punifh his creatures for a few trifling and 
tianfient pleafures; that he gave them 
Mffions to be gratified ; that in gratifying 
nours you meant no harm I that you was 
Vol. II. I 
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md confidence— -—they who, if they con- 

fidered you at all, and not themfelves 

merely, confidered you but as the fport of 

appetite and accident, that muft, after a 

kw years c^ indulgence and vanity, ht 

parted from them by an irrefiftible ftroke, 

^ich they have no foUicitude to foften 

when it fhall fall, and which will leave 

diem without expedation or deiire of ever 

Kuniting ? And is it nothing to them, 

that the men whom they chufe for their 

oflbciates, whom they extol as the moft 

agreeable charaAers living, with whom 

they pafs what they reckon the happieft 

part of their thne, and without whom they 

are ready to declare that life would be in- 

fufierably dull— is it nothing toThem, that 

when a fliort and uncertain fpace is mea- 

fured, thofe very men fhall, with all their 

imperfeAions on their heads, plunge into 

night eternal, to emerge no more ? There 

feem to me in fuch minds a poornefs of 

thought, and a want of feeling, equally 

piteous and contemptible. The imagina*^ 

la 
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tion, the judgement, and the heart, re^ 
volt together from a fyftem that fruftrate^ 
and mortifies every nobler ambition, and 
every better hope, they can entertain. 
Many of you, I am perfuaded, fee it in 
this light, and have too much tafte, fhall 
I fay ? as well as too much worth, to be 
fatisfied with that inferior and defedive 
commerce which breaks up at the grave-^ 
What ! (hall your higheft efteem, yous 
tendered endearments, your conftant fer- 
vices, your fervent wifhes to give and to 
receive delight, be all thrown away on 
objefts that may in a few days be to you 
as if they had never been ? '.' Such a 
^* tranfitory tic, " fays a forcible writer, 
^* gives a fecond dart to death, and a 
*' double diflblution to departing man; 
*' that of foul and body fcarce more fe- 
*' vere. Would to Heaven," cries he, 
^' that all P'riendfliips were evidently 
*' Friendfhips of immortal men ; fuch, I 
*' mean, as give proof of their having 
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** each other's everlafting intereft at 
« heart!" 

What fweetnefs and fublimity would 
not thofe connexions, in this cafe, derive 
from the confcioufnefs of their elevated 
tendency and unceafing duration ? The 
amiable man, who now poiTefTes and re- 
turns fo large a (hare of my afFeftion, will 
continue to poiTefs and return it ten thou- 
fand ages hence, with new improvements 
proportioned to new excellence, and in 
happier circumftances that (hall admit of 
no termination. Our prefent confonance 
of thought and difpofition is only a pre- 
lude to the joint part which we Ihall bear 
in the never-ending anthems of Heaven. 
Such a confideration, duly imprefled, would 
ferve above all others to fupport under one 
of the heavieft blows that can reach a fuf- 
eeptible bread. 

You guefs to what I refer : perhaps you 
have felt it : perhaps. Sir, you have loft 

13 
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a virtuous Friend. I fympathize wil 
you fincerely : I know too well what yo 
muft fuAer from the recolledion. But yo 
ftould remember at the fame time, tha 
you have not loft him for ever : far other 
wife : he is gone before you but a littl 
vhile to the abodes of celeflial Amitj 
where he ardently expeds you to foUon 
him, where he will welcome your arrivi 
with infinite pleafure, and where you iha 
^nite once more, beyond the poffibility < 
i^ fear of a fecond feparation. It is tru* 
you beheld him overwhelmed with ficknel 
and agonizing with pain : -that face, whic 
you had often contemplated with partici 
lar fatisfadion as the pidure of hiis mini 
grew pale and ghaftly : thofe eyes tbi 
were wont to melt at the tale of woe, < 
die fudden touch of a generous idea, 1 
finile with the fweet emanations of a kii 
and complacent heart, or to radiate wil 
the peculiar luftre frequently attendant c 
fenfeand fpirit, thofe very eyes you fa 
^lofed on the world, and on you : yes, ar 
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tl|c foul, the beloved and the loving foul^ 
that often affifted yours to mount, is fled 
to its native dwelling ; and you are bereft 
of its infpiratioiu Tears will fometimes 
flow, while bufy memory is recalling the 
aapomful icene ; and let them flow : they 
are the tears of fenflbility and virtue. 
Your Saviour wept fpr his Friend Laza- 
rus. But whilft his pattern warrants your 
grief, his promiies confole it : your tears 
are tempered by refignation, or rather ex* 
sited to rapture, when you rtRtSt that 
He is *' die refurredion and the life, '* 
and. that, in the magnificent train of hi» 
(c^lawers whom he fhall raife up at the 
hJk day, you will find your lamented yet 
kappy Friend, brightened into a higher 
fiorm of being and enjoyment. But who 
can defcribe the gratulations, that will 
pafe between triumphant fpirits, formerljr 
jpined by the pureft ties, on their rej unc- 
tion in the facred and indiflbluble bond of 
perfet^on ? Will it not be wonderfully 
pleafing, to witnefs the graceful modefty, 

1 4 
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wUh which they afcribe to each other's in* 
fluciicc a principal portion of the blifs 
ihcy enjoy, while they look forward with 
icciprocal tranfport to the landfcape of 
cvcr-b!ocming and ever-growing felicity^ 
that oiKns before them in thofe friendly 
regions ? 

It has indeed been queftioned, whe* 
thcr good men will thus recognize one 
another hereafter ? But to imagine that 
they will not, were to reprefent their con- 
dition in Heaven as lefs complete than it 
is on earth \ would infer the annihilation 
of thofe ideas, fcntiments, and fympathies, 
by means of which they are attached ta 
certain eharadlcrs and pcrfons here, whom 
they prefcntly know and eafily diftinguifh 
from all others j and were adlually to fup- 
pofe, that all thofe finer difcriminations, 
and dearer intercourfes, of the heart, 
which have ever been numbered among 
the divineft pleafures of this life, and the 
furcft proofs of elevated undcrftanding and 
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aflFeAion, will ceafe in another ; that our 
intelledual faculties, ^nd moral propen-> 
£on$, will at leaft have objects totally dif- 
ferent from Ibme of the nobleft that now 
engage them ; that the bodies we fliall re- 
cfave at the refurreftion will bear no re- 
femblance to thofe which we wore in the 
days of Nature; in fhort, that all the 
peculiar and diftindiive features which 
mark and diverfify the minds of the beft 
people here below, and are often confpi- 
Cu6us in their countenances, will be era- 
fed, and the particular regards we now 
feel for their refpeftive virtues abforbed 
in the lefs interefting, and therefore lef? 
delightful, cftecm of general excellence. 
But are thefe things probable ? Are they 
coiififtent with that great principle of ana- 
logy which appears to be a fundamental 
law of the Supreme Government? Would 
they not difappoint, in fome meafure, the 
ixpe£tations which the worthieft fpirits of 
ill ages and countries have been difpofed 
ko indulge, on the fubje£t of future re- 
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wards, as adapted to a community of hlcfl# 
ed beings, who were formerly linked Uh 
gether by various mental ccnnbioaytioo^ 
and chara£teriftic tendencies I 

£xpe£btions lb univerfal, and lb per^ 
petual, could only be prompted by tlw 
conftitution of Nature ; they could not bi 
the refult of incidental or partial re6ae< 
ment. It is not truer, that they we^e enters 
tained by the politeft philofophers of zaA* 
quity, than that they are found at thiik.i$} 
among the wildeft favages of different na- 
tions. 

It is a way of thinking in which we are 
ftrongly fupported by Revelation. ThereVB 
are taught to believe, that the fcenes whidi 
have taken place in this probationary flatB« 
will be recalled to memory in the period 
of future recompenccs; without whick, 
indeed, I fee not how thofe recompenoes 
could be diftributed to moral agents with 
the leaft propriety. But will not fuch re- 
^nW't^iion ncccfiarilv lead to that of our 
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virtuous FrieiuUhips among the reft, and 
naturally revive the fpirit of union, and 
the featimcnt of preference, which gavo 
thenn birth? 

There likcwifi? we learn in the cleareft 
manner, that the great body of obedient 
Ifclievers who entered into being in tho 
fivne region of the univerfe called Earth, 
who were fubje^led to the fame circum* 
Ibances of general trials in order to the 
fubfeqiient enjoyment of the fame com-« 
mon felicity, (hall, after being conducted 
by the fame divine Leader and Deliverer 
trough their terreftrial conflidt, be raifed 
together, judged together, acquitted to- 
gether, and together eftablifhed in one 
«verlafiing community of love, to inhabit 
jointly one capacious, and undecaying me- 
tropolis known by the name of Heaven, 
or the New Jerufalem, or the City of the 
living God, the centre of his vaft immor- 
tal empire, and the eternal abode of his 
Wiole bleiTed family. But, to repeat a 
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queftion which has been very properly aft- 
cd en this fubjeft, " Is it poflible that we 
** fhould be happy hereafter in the fame 
*' feats of joy, under the fame perfed go- 
*' \'ernmcnt, and as members of the fame 
•* heavenly fociety, and yet remain ftrangcti 
^^ to one another ? Being in the fame ftate 
** with our prefent virtuous Friends and 
** relations, will they not be accei&ble to 
•' us? and, if acceffible, fhall we not fly 
^' to them, and mingle hearts and foub 
« again ? " 

It may be farther argued. What chrif- 
tian can doubt, that we fhall fee and know 
the glorious body of our Saviour advanced 
above the fublimeft orders of angelic exift- 
ence ? And if one corporeal form may be 
fecn and known, why not more ? If our 
Elder Brother, as he has been fometimes 
ftylcd, why not others of our facred frater- 
nity, whofc bodies, we are exprefsly affured, 
will be fafhioned like his ? If the tvi^lvc 
thrones of the Judges of Ifrael fhall be 
fo eminently fplendid, as we muft con- 
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dude from what we are told, bow, it 

has been alfo aiked, ihall we not di- 

ihnguifh and acknowledge them ? If the 

three difciples on the mount of tranf- 

figuration knew Mofes and Elias, bow 

much more fhall we know thofe illuftrious 

Stints in the world of perfect vifion ? If 

even the rich fenfualift in the prifon of 

defpair, is faid to have known Lazarus 

and Abraham at an unapproachable dif- 

tance, can we believe the inhabitants of 

Heaven to be endowed with lefs difcern* 

ment ? Should you obje£l, that it is only 

a parabolical reprefentation, you will ftill 

allow, that He who delivered it, not only 

proceeded on the prevailing do<^rine of 

mutual knowledge in a future ftate, but had 

too much veracity to affirm that any thing 

ivas done which could not be done. It may 

be added, that when St. Paul admonifhed 

uch as mourned the death of their Friends, 

^ not to forrow as others who have no 

' hope," fince '* them that fleep in Jefus, 

* God will bring with him," the argu- 

nenc would not appear completely fatis- 
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factory, unlefs it included the profpefi of 
recognizing, and of renewing former m- 
timacy with, thofe Friends at the refiir- 
i^dion of the juft; the heart, without 
this, being ftili left to the apprehenfioa 
of for ever loAng one of its pureft enjoy- 
ments, the known communion of fuch as 
it had long loved and cherifhed from Ac 
beft motives. The fame infpired man, 
fpeaking elfewhere of thofe whom he had 
converted to the faith and praAice of 
Chriftianit}% afks with a kind of friendly 
exultation, '^ .What is our hope, our 
•* joy, our crown of rejoicing ? Are not 
•' even ye in the prcfence of our Lord 
** Jefus at his coming ? " But does not 
this ftyle plainly imply, that St. Paul ipt- 
pefted to fee, and know, and triumph, with 
thofe beloved difciples at the final con- 
fummation ? And may not fuch in every 
age, as have had the peculiar happinefs 
of training others to virtue and glory, 
derive peculiar delight from the fame 
idea? 
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- Having repeatedly mentioned the Refur* 
Rftion, I would only obferve yet farther 
oa this article, that if the internal charac* 
tcr is frequently difcoverable through the 
duiky Teil of matter with which it is now 
enveloped) we nave furely reafon to think 
ttwill fliine out, with an effulgence impof- 
iible to be miftaken or overlooked, when 
the foul is clothed with her lucid, tranfpa- 
lent, ediereal, and incorruptible body, at 
diat laft and brighteft period. 

Thefe are a part of the reflexions witb 
which I have comforted my own mind, 
when it has pleafed the Almighty to take 
tway fome precious individuals whofe fo- 
ciety was fweeter than the light of day ; 
and I thought myfeif called upon to lay 
them before you, my honoured hearers, 
when I was recommending a connexion, 
which, without the expectation of meet- 
ing again in the manfions of eternity, 
would, on the disjunction of virtuous 
Friends at death, be a fource of angui(h 
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omr ot uy p cat cu liy tuperiar worth and iii« 
ceiled 4S- oie dresii or lir even at a dir 
liaoce would Ik. j^ic cd tanbitcer many of 
axe prQcniin^ ibtnesk It is certain, that 
the vaseA: undtxltauuing^ ami the warmeft 
hearts have oacuraily the moft cxquifile 
fisiing^ on che point of Friendihip ; and 
wece Its pkalurc^ to terminate with 9 few 
piecarious yearly the venr improvementt 
witick tended to heighten them on one fide, 
would, from & gloooxy a pcoiped, be ift 
conrrnual dandier of deilrovina: them on an- 
Other. But bkflfid be that Divine Reli- 
gion, which, whilft it unites the fouls of 
its votaries here in the lovelieil affe&ions 
and the loftleil views, encourages and 
confoles them, under all their anxieties anc 
fuiFerings, with the lively hope of an in- 
terminable rxiftence, through which the] 
(hall travel together, for ever undivided 
for ever undifturbed, free from all imper 
fc£tions, and attracted ftill clofer to on 
another as they approach nearer and neare 
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to Him who is their common original, 
objedly and end. 

Never perhaps is die pre-eminence of 
Virtuous Fricndfhip, above all unhallow* 
cd attachment;s, more manifeft, than whca 
-viewed in the light of eternity ; a light 
from which, indeed, the diftempered eye 
4of Vice turns away with averfion and an- 
guifli* The idea of meeting hereafter, 
which adminHlers fo much confolation to 
the good under the grief of parting here, 
the bad dare not entertain. To them 
the prophetic power of confcicnce whif- 
pcrs, that fuch an interview will ter- 
ribly aggravate their mifery.— — What 
founds of wrath and woe are thofe which 
I think I hear ? They are the reproaches 
and upbraidings of reprobate fouls in the 
other world, who whilft they lived in this 
were perpetually talkihg of efteem, and 
confidence, and zeal for each other's hap* 
pinefs and honour. How are they fhock- 
cd and flunned to encoiuitcr in thofe dole- 

VoL. n. K 
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ful regions, which many of them werr 
accuftomed, at their wanton revels and 
infidel reforts, to treat with deriiion, asez* 
ifling only in a frighted fancy ! .. The. 
enchantment, which united them in 
the hour of delirious mirth, is diflblvcd t 
they are all awake, and fober to amazes 
ment: their mutual efforts to enfhan 
and corrupt, of which they once boafted^ 
appear to them now in their real maligni^ 
ty. Every companion in fin is transfor'* 
med intb an object of loathing : evefy 
Joft creature, that any one contributed to 
ruin under the pretence of kindnefs, turns 
upon his feducer with execration and rage. 
■ Say not that this is mere preaching : 
it is a language agreeable to the deepeft 
conviciions of mankind, when they have 
had no other initrudors but Nature and 
Philofophy, 

In conformity to thofe conviflions^ 
feme of the ableft writers, both ancient 
and mod'"""' ^ave rcprefented a variety 
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olifh and profligate charaders for-^ 
* known upon earth, and now in the 
:s of departed fpirits, converfing tot 
r with great feverity of recrimi-i 
n : nor is it probable, that the 
s introduced by thofe authors would 
odudive of the lively impreffions re- 
d from them by readers of the found* 
dgement and the beft tafte, were the 

of futurity, on which they are 
ied, not the genuine perfuafion of the 
m heart. If the perfonages in queftion 
tfs e^ch other in a ftyle lefs pailtonate 
olent than that which we believe to 
npk)yed by the forlorn inhabitants of 
nfernal manfions, it is no objeAIon to 
od^rine. The genius of fuch compo- 
is did not lead fo dire£Uy to (hake the 
i with folemn terrors, as to place be- 
lt a fober, though ftriking picture of 
sntiments which the characters they 

may be readily fuppofed to exprefs 
lemfelves, and of one another, when 
ilufions of vanity, and the temptations 

K z 
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to flattery, arc no more. Then indeei 
were feme alleviation of wretchednefs, 
the profligate and the foolifh in gene 
were fufi^ered to fly each other's hated fo 
ety, and to mantle themfelves up in imj 
netrable darknefs. But what reafon 
there to hope, that thofe double ofFende 
who, not fatisfi^ with their own undoir 
periift in feducing and hardening others 
prefent, fhall efcape fo natural a punii 

ment as their future accufations and b 

• 

tcreftcurfcs? Let me conjure you, i 
beloved hearers, not to venture on i 
dreadful experiment ; and let us quit 
confideration fo big with horror. 
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O N 

A MANLY SPIRIT, 

AS OPPOSED TO 

EFFEMINACY. 

HE that, in times like thefe, when ft 
mafculine virtue and deportment are 
become fo unfafhionable, attempts to re* 
commend them, may lay his account with 
being deemed by the greater part fufEci- 
ently aulcward, or at beft romantic, in his 
notions. Even of the few, whofe minds 
9nd manners are not yet enervated by tb^ 
furrounding contagion, fome will prgba** 
biy apprehend that he takes the fubjefi: oo. 
too Jiigh a key. They are willing, for 
their own (hare, to be as good and wiiea$ 
they can in private,, and perhaps fecretly 
to cultivate the feeds of internal greatnefs : 
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but to* avow thefe difpofitions opeiriy, ill 
the prefent ftate of the world, they would 
confider as the certain way to draw upon 
themfelves a ridicule, which they are not 
fo well prepared to fuftain. The truth is, 
that the fentiments of an undaunted and 
uncomplying probity are now-a-days re- 
garded by the many as mere theatrical rant^ 
or fi£titious Iieroifm to be found only in 
books, and the imagination of here and 
there an idle vifionary, dfieaming in hi§ 
clofet> and wholly ignorant of life and 
nature* But if a Scipio^ if a virtuous 
heathen, without any other aid than that 
of innate magnanimity, would not defpaij^ 
of the commom^^akh in a dangerous cos^^ 
juncture, and was juftly applauded foff 
his fortitude, fhall a chriftian believer^- 
who trufts in the power of God, and in the 
operation of truth Upon the iouls of men^ 
fliall He be thought to blame, for hoping 
th^it numbers of his fellow-citizens, de-?" 
generate as they are from the fober and^ 
manly charailcr of their forefathers, may* 
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neverthelefs be in feme nieafure recovered ; 
and that, when they are, their honourable 
exertions, in union with thofe of others 
' who remain uncx>rrupted, may under Provi- 
dence contribute to fave their Country i 



That fhe is in innninent danger from 

the prodigality, profligacy, and unfeeling 

luxury of her inhabitants, what confide- 

rate man is not ready to acknowledge ? 

Are not the ftriAnefs, the hardinefs, and 

the noble fpirit of our anceftors, exchanged 

in die generality of us, who boaft our fu- 

perior improvements, for a felfifh and vi-* 

ciouB effeminacy ^ Have not the follies 

and diforders, which were in former ages 

confined to the higher clafTes, at length 

infefted die middle ranks of people with 

a degree of extravagance and vanity that 

is amazing ? And is not the fame mad- 

wds Spreading from them to the loweft of 

the people, who are paiHonately ambitious 

•f imitating thofe next above them as far 

ar tkeir citcumftances will allow, and. 
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tdiB!]r csDmot reacn die mtut gn 
grcnr ootr jgcons is dfeox dtf 

and their crimes? Does aot i 
Ijenend aad CKQwirdiinrj CQcriificioBi c 
a ponsntDus afpoft with r^ard to the 
ligiovs, moral, ami political inJbaoA 
thecommmitj? Aie mit a^ thefe i 
Stttely conne&d in every natioD ? . 
Ik» it not been uniircriaily fbund, 
they adiranced ami piofpaced, or ded 
ami periflied, together i 

That the periocLiii li^ch we Mf 
entitled to praife for its progrefs in 
ences and arts, in experimental phil 
phy, in critical learning, in all matta 
tafte and elegance, in the acconunodal 
and embelliihments of fociety, and ^ 
is better than all the reft, in its nume 
and unparallelled foundations of the C 
ritable kind, it were uncandid and ah 
to deny. We could dwell with plea 
on the munificent things that are t 
every day in this kingdom^ and part 
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Wly in Its capital, for the prevention or 
xelief of calamity in almoft every imagina-^ 
Ue fluipck We could even with rapture 
point to great numbers of both fexes and 
difierent conditions, as to fo many good an« 
gels habitually employed in difFufing con- 
folati<m through the abodes of forrow, 
and fweetly follicitous to difcover by what 
means they may moft effeflually alleviate 
the miferies, and leiTen the vices, of man« 
kind. We are equally delighted to know, 
that amongft individuals of all orders, 
much virtue and many good qualities in 
•ther ways ftill exift, though the effefts 
iti not immediately perceived by the pub- 
lic eye, being concealed or overlooked from 
a variety of caufes. 

It cannot however be diflcmbled, that 
the ftrongeft chara<Steriftic of the prefent 
age, confidered at large, is a predominant 
love of ihow, diflipation, and revelry. 
-When wealth employs genius, dexterity, 
• •r diligence, to contrive and heighten in- 
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niLfl — IJBiinf^ Bone but die illiberal 
or tk gJoQBT can be difpkaled : trade 
and inui;£niiSwre$ are promcited ; (kill is 
cxcfctied and unpiofed ; focial delight is 
varied and exalted ; Piety is not ofiended 
or forgotten ; the VirtiKS and the-Graces 
go hand in hand. But ^riien application^ 
taiB» and taknts, are praftituted to fuch 
as can buy diem« for the purpofe of devi« ^ 
fing, without limitation and without end^ 
newuHides of pleafure ruinous by their 
expence, inflammatory to die paffions^ 
produdive of foftnefs^ idlenefs, fenfuali-^ 
ty, debauchery; tending to alienate the 
heart from the company of the wife and 
worthy, from the duties and jo)rs of do* 
meftic life ; to indifpofe it for the fenti- 
ments and o£Eces of devotion ; to beget a 
difrelifh for virtuous attachment in thofe 
that are not married, to fupplant affec^ 
tion in thofe that are ; and thus to under- 
mine the very foundations of private, and 
confequently of public happinefs ; — : — 
when this is the cafe, can you eafily con*- 
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eeivea more alarming fymptom, or a moro 
futal perverfion i 

• 

Many of you know, that fo long as 
Athens and Rome retained the mafculine 
ipirit of their games and fports, the fru* 
gality and fimplicity of their manners, 
their reverence for religion, their refpeft 
for the claims of friendfhip, for the fweets 
of home, for female decency, and conju- 
gal fidelity, thofe celebrated ftates cpn-^ 
tinued to ihine with fuperlative glory ; 
but that, when fecurity, opulence, and 
effeminate refinements, introduced an uni- 
yerfal relaxation in thefe particulars, they 
vifibly fell from whatever was elevated 
and magnanimous. The Roman people 
in particular drooped, their very facul- 
ties decayed, their ruling ideas were de*- 
bafed ; a paffion for riches, for magni- 
ficence, for adulation, for the moft enor- 
mous intemperance and profufion, fup- 
planted the love of their country, and all 
•thofe hcyroic atchievements by which their 
iuiceftors had protedted and adorned it ; la 
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aniu acsMaatna. ^^>q98u. Jiaaiiib* and falfe ;.: 

die ndSEssBF auc txHiis^ ot tiEJuts^ tm"* 

ctMscxHS^ liHSRSBStUjw rtssLcus <^ aU around 

ffiKTH». wDSBC2itatL im cnezitteLveSy ai'iutfauit. 

smt dti^siniig: irr conxsv Jigjakd for their 

miichier 2iiit ikomisc inr ciietr meannefs at ' 

the iBBiBe tzna^ Thtt camiit iion into which 

wseir daw fTmeiirs acg tuafc» thcaibjcft fervi* 

lity and deep die pc 4»itt cf modem Italjyaa 

veEastbe flTodoDd:^ and InrlnriiiD of mo* 

dem Greece, will tor cr^ar arceft the baneful 

cSe& of that extravaj^arLce, and thofe di* 

verfions, which, under the pretence of 

national wealth and gnratneis, debauch, 

degrade, and debilitate mankind. 

If we confult the Englifh Hiitory, 
what do we learn there ? In thofe days^ 
when the heroic qualities and fagacious 
< ounfels of the highly accomplifhed, though 
not very amiably feminine, Elizabeth, 
commanded the refpeft and engaged the 
confidence of her fubjedls; when dignity and 
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ceconomy were united in her court ; when 
fpirit and prudence equally marked her 
regulations ; when men of the greateft 
ability, vigilance, and virtue, were pa- 
tronifed and employed; when military 
ikill and valour were eminently encoura- 
ged ; when politenefs and gallantry walk- 
ed in the train of literature and knowledge ; 
when the fafhionable pleafures, and efta- 
bliihed paAimes, were moderate, hardy, 

animated, and rational; in thofe il- 

hiftrious days the People of England ap- 
peared with real majefty : they baffled 
with eafe the machinations and attempts 
of their enemies, though the moft power- 
ful and political in Europe : they excited, 
in other countries, terrors which they had 
never felt for their own : nothing could 
appall their bravery, corrupt their loyal- 
ty, or cool their zeal ; unbought and 
uncourted, they efpoufed and executed 
the meafures of a Sovereign, whom they 
bad fo many reafons to revere and truft. 
While neighbouring nations were over-run 
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widi ctm^xracies, (editions, and fcena 
of h}ood» they enjoyed all the benefits • ol 
poftoe: comnicrcc was extended; manu^ 
^idures^ were improved ; arts and learning 
were ciutivated with fuccefs : in a word} 
thrr enforced veneration from the whok 
worlds their capacity, courage, regular 
riiT, difcipline, and fplcndor, were sd-r 
nazcd and extolled by the beft judges ia 
jwa|[n lands $ whilft at home they wcr6 
happy in their abundance, in their order^ 
in their uaanimity, and in their queen. 

From the habits of temperance and 
wifJom which thcv had contra6bed under 

m 

her infpiring infiuence, they were gene- 
rally difpofed rather to contemn than copy 
the imbecillity, luxury, and vanity of 
her pedantic fucceflbr ; however vilely he 
might be flattered by too many individu- 
als, who facriiiced their underftanding 
and independence to avarice or ambition. 
The meannefs and worthleflhefs of James 
would not, you may believe, difguft the 



^ 
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« 

tter part the lefs for their comparing him* 
th a predeceiTor fo refpedable on many^ 
counts, though it muft be owned much 
blame on fome ; nor would their difcon- 
Qtbe djminifhed, when they found that 
s adminiftration was reproached and de- 
ifed abroad, at the fame courts where the 
eceding had been applauded and ho- 
Aired* There indeed they themfelves con« 
lued to be objects of juft efteem, for the 
irit of fobriety, manlinefs, and elevation, 
hich they ftill retained, being neither 
kSttd by the low vices, nor allured by 
le little amufements, nor awed by the 
bitjcary maxims, of their monarch. 

Through feveral fubfequent reigns the 
me dignified character failed not to dif- 
ay itfelf. In that of the Firft Charles, 

operated too powerfully to leave room 
r any public diverfions, but fuch as 
;re decent, temperate, and chafte» 
ich indeed was the charaAer of the 
ince himfelf^ at the (ame time tha% 
Vol. Ih L 
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with ft r^i:JaritT of conduft not veiy eom^ 
nan in perfons of his nuik, he was by n9 
ncftns an enemy to ekgant pleafures, of 
innocx:nt mirth. Then, as we learn, be^ 
gss to appr?T a ftridnefs of principles and i: 
manners which in diofe days was treatfed^ a 
Kr li^ht and by prejudiced minds, widi I 
rtxTT mark of derifion, and which coth - 
tinurs in ours to be frequently branded -r 
wirh the odious names of lanaticifm ^ 
hx70criA\ That it was disfigured by 
thctc in crrat numbers, will be queftioned 
bv n.>nr who rcnect on the frailties and 
diilM-Jc:^ iivrU'cnt to human nature. That 
ir. ::^>; ^ rVw who Hxrpefincere it ran int^ 
a c-vV^^i^v icri;:>;:ioiKv, and unamiable au- 
tK-xiry.^ will also be acknowledged. Ne- 
veriholv fs^ wo mull iiill think, that the vi- 
p^ur Mid piiiliy of the moft eminent wri* 
tcrs at Miat period ; the ex^nplary fiwti- 
tuJ.^ and krh'-denial difcovered, not long 
after, by a large body of men, in the cx- 
pcnfivc facrifices they made to the right! 
pf confcicncej the very tender fympath| 
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md efteero cxpne&d for them, and for 
ftfiver^ who Cu&red on account of what 
they believed to be their duty; the juft ia^ 
dignation felt at their perfecutors, and the 
very arduous ftruggle perfeveringly main- 
(jiioed againft the moft dangerous encroach- 
laeots ; — ^we muft, I fay, be ftill of opini* 
on, t^at fu^h cffe&s proceeded, on the 
wbioie, friom a firoQg fenfe of whatever 
}vas important and £icr,ed amongft men. 

. In the fcenes which quicjdy followed^ 
I peculiar ftrainx>f jCbrioufnefs and magj^- 
nimity was often manifefted, notwith- 
ftgading tb« £vidinionious a^e^lation too 
fioKmently blended with it. Effeminacy, 
Uki hex languid wanton train, could hope 
bt little indulgence, at a conjun^hu'e 
M&cn die plainnefs and paiiimony of an 
uopolifhed Soldier, who aflumed the gxa-^ 
veft ^rs of religious folemnity, weiie uni- 
ted with a determined aim to render ,the 
Bation profpeix>us, greats and formidable. 
Xtte {uro&und levecence which its manly 

La 
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and refolute temper under his adminiilra^ 
tion imprefled on all Chriftendom, caa 
jDcvcr be forgotten. 

So deeply rooted was this {pirit, and (o 
hardily had it been nurfed through a long 
feries of the moft ftrenuous exertions, that 
neither the blandifhments of a lively and 
voluptuous monarch, nor all the banter 
and licentioufnefs of his favourite circle^ 
were afterwards able to fubdue it. In fpite 
of that circle; in fpite of the ridicule and 
oppoiition to be expe£ted from profligate 
courtiers, and proftitute wits ; in fpite of 
the deference, the adulation, and thefelfifh 
views, with which kings are commonly ap- 
proached j there were not wanting, even in 
the prefence of the diflblute Charles, thofe 
who had virtue and dignity fuflUcient to tell 
him of his debaucheries, and to admonifh 
him againft them. The people in gene- 
ral, though they could not hate the perfon 
of a man whofe affability was irrefiftibljr, 
pleafing, yet murmured at his indolence^ 
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loudly condemned his vices, never relifhed 
his government, were fliocked at his em- 
ploying the taxes of the nation to corrupt 
its morals, and openly teftified their ab- 
horrence of his miftrefles. The amufe- 
ments, which he had tranfplanted from 
ibroad, were but little propagated beyond 
the limits of his palace : they fuited not 
the tafte of a nation, whofe ruling cha- 
ncer was ftill ferious and mafculine, 
however much the return of quiet had 
contributed toibften the rigid demeanour 
tod maxims of a particular clafs, who had 
filiAujped the reft ; and whatever pains 
lot taken to infufe the love of jollity 
nd riot. In a word, though needy and 
lidous poets, though mercenary and ob* 
iequious courtiers, though their depend- 
cgits and connexions, with fuch others 
them as they could immediately in- 
[ioence— 'though all thefe were combined 
\p flatter and copy the immoralities of 
heir (bvereign, and thus to fpread the in** 
ion 3 yet this, it has been juftly re- 

hi 
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frMkhij was not the prevailing inclindttic 
of the kingdom: the dilToiution of manner 
imputed to it at that f^nod^ was not un: 
verfal : multitudes 6f all ranks, and < 
both parties, preicrve'd the ftiftd of pirn 
morals, and manly principled, by wbic 
they had been long aduat^ i and whei 
iuty or firmnefs were lefs the motive 
prtidenee and decency continued to op 
rate : many confpieut>uS inftances 
f>ritate worth, and of [iublic zeal^ wc 
ftill feen j slnd glorious prooft wert ft 
fceiEvely given of an integrity aAd mtt 
nahimity alike calm and invincible. 

Neverthelefs it is certain, that the fee 
of irreligion, vice, and luxury^ which \(n 
then fo induftrioufly fown, came in pr 
cefs of time to flioot up but too ftrong] 
and to be cultivated with a fuccefs whi 
has, with greater or left rapidity, been e\ 
Tince advancing to the height it has tic 
gained. This event, it is well know 
has been eminently promoted by the u 
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fvlbtined importation of foreign fafhiohs, 
ideas, and diverfions, in all their varie^ 
lof extravagance, together with a perpe*?- 
tual acceffion of wealth for a number of 
yc^rs from different iburces, and particu^ 
larly of late from the plunder of the Eaft^ 
whence it is believed but few have corns 
home enriched, without leaving behind 
them the curfes of ruined families and dei 
fohted provinces* 

. If, in a country highly polifhed like this^ 
where the Arts Would naturally miniftcr 
to its pleafures with an affi<luity proporti<^ 
oned to the rewards tt was wiUing to beftow^ 
tbofe pleafures have kept pace with its opu** 
lence; and if fuch opulence, weary of former 
gratifications, or difgufted at finding them 
flill rivalled by its inferiors, is conftantlf 
ieeking new refinements of vanity and in- 
dulgence ; we cannot furely be furprifed^ 
however we may. be grieved, at the enor« 
inous increafe and (hameful effeminacy 9f 
Qvu* m^ifli CQtertaiAaQcnts, 

L4 






nvrr ite ^nst evil is Mbtnd by tke 



-ninnmiiiHeKU mdHM any ibwi^ 
Axtior H! iimicniit «r knmiBdge, do tfaey 



wo: ^OOT ^RBC r Br mCKAx^ tike cxmr 

fosoa ilk CHmz&Sft ax Fnmce and Italyj 
93d hj sir.c.irn ^ die lickvs mfloros dhn 
Mdhnt bi ilnie CMuitries under the no- 
tion «if a fiEpmor Gsliiatrr, are they not 
nfualiy confmKd in thdr difaficdion to 
all rciigion, az^l their Icom of every thing 
Ibber, iedate, and manly i To Ihow that 
they have travelled, and are now complete 
gentlemen, they never reft till they have 
inftructed our youth at home in yet higher 
forms of amufement and liceatioufneft, if 



ADDRESS XIIL 153 

^peflOyle, and debauched as many married 
women as they can. Our youth at home 
are proud to learn of fuch accomplifhed 
maflers, and impatient to figure in the 
fame, or as nearly as may be in the fame, 
-ftyle, at whatever expence of fortune, or 
health, or honour, or fociety. 

- -Here let us paufe for a moment— —* An 
slarming profptft rifes to view— -What 
great and powerful nation has ever exifted, 
diat tended not, by the natural operation of 
commerce, wealth, and dominion, to a 
felfifli, vsun, aiid luxurious effeminacy, 
till at laft it funk into a total depravation 
of morals and principles, which, by a clofe 
and obvious connexion, ended fooner or 
later in weaknefs, difgrace, and ruin i 
But if wife men and prophets fay true, this 
nation— -—yes, my friends and country- 
men, Britain, our common mother, nurfe, 
and protedrefs, Britain is not removed 
very hr from fuch a ftate* May the gra- 
cious Power who. has fo . often interpofed 
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in: ^:^ ilwns ^iappoint their forebodiJig% 
«SK 4:ucr: die omens that excite them I 

m 

AmMu: thnc have been chiefly re^Oiiei 
« »K o:' ivMifth^ I fay of youth diflifiated 
M^ NT^cTK^ Slvnged in debauchery, inftftr 
<>i «• :^ ^x j^r cc„ auKUcned with gamingg 
a V-; o/ iv%;::h^ wafting their fubftance, if 
aa;« ;)^ct haix^ in prodigality^ or jmc- 
ui.^^ :f ;&.*r ha\^ nonos every nietIio4 
ihjKt s:xar.iwf$ <c artifice can fugg^ t^ 
^c< SKX v^^ « ivv the fake of— -what ?— ^ 
iiV:v.;%^ u 33^ ocry folly that appetite or 
\i;i;;Y cinpro»mp:j a fet of youth, irfiO| 
r,x KViu^r.t wiih Throwing down the ram* 
pArt$ of y'.::uc> which natural modefty had 
crEx^cJ sn ihc:r nvinds, have, for the purpofii 
CI ir.d;;lgin^ their pal&<ms without con* 
trcul, proceeded to the effrontery of " glo^ 
*' rying in their fliamc," and putting eve- 
ry mark of contumely on fuch as will not 
*' run with them to the fame excefs oC 
" riot; " a fet of youth, that fncer at the 
names of Chaftity, Temperance, and R©^ 
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ligiofi; tbart place the higheft proofs of 
Spirit in bidding defiance to the laws of 
thefe, and laughing to fcorn the antiqua- 
ted notions of a found faith and an unble- 
miflied deportment) that think nothing 
foflutwd as to pick the pocket of a com- 
panion at cards, nothing fo genteel as to 
keep a nuftrefs, nothing fo gallant as to 
cAnmit adultery, and nothing fo brave as 
to make tjeft of damnation— what (hall we 
fay more ?•— a iet of youth languid, ener- 
vated, perhaps diftempered, perhaps putrid^ 
in coftfe^uence of their Own irreguIaritieS| 
and thoie, it may be, of their parents* 

But Pleafure, we are told. Elegant 
Pleafuffc, is the o(>j^ to Which every thing 
dfe muft yield. Alas ! it is not under-* 
ftood, it is totally miftaken, by thofe half* 
Witted, half-fouled fonS of Effeminacy. 
Where, ye Wretched pretenders to refined 
dfelight, where arc the interefting ener- 
gies of a ufeful and honourable aiSlvity, 
Ae animated tmanatiohs of ^i fownd an4 
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?::l-j-r::=tr- :j:-::rr::ii:.::rc. vhsr? arr lie 

im Tnu:~ • -r-.r^ii:'«- -r^ m'sst recirro- 

> t::: .J*:::-:-: y'^rrr-jrci* rF:> nf mnrij bcau- 

T* uii: ::i :::.'.. ::J::uj. ^;-.»i^ risr mn^efi "but 

V.^':. '::r--.;: ;v r.niir.;.^i£ wnrni. lit tow* 

• 

zr\ rr.r/iz • .pE± TirsiTiifri.xs -iriidi ghe 
^r cir.irf rt.-Ji xnir r-^^tr tr life, and 
vr vY.'.r v: T.T .: "3 — "iirf bi-i x nilgar 

zr.ri .:' \.i :.-.•£ ' T: r3= iiiiscd tx>d, 

Y'/^j :'■-:.•/•: r'-ithzr :j!r.: rr r-ilr^vinc, nor 
{n:.\.rr.*x\r. ro ccrrpr^iif-i :2m : yooir in- 
ter.'iil f$r'-:t ij ci.-nzi-i rv rrr-dict, or 
c.'lracttd bv folly : you perceive not the 
l.'vifiv form 9 cf Truth sr.i Virtue, which 
huv's b^cn admired by the wife,thep;ous,and 
tf.': nianly, in all age?: cr, if at any time 
Providence recall 5 your attention to thofe 
fiip'-rior objects, and roufes you for a 
while out of the lethargy that has lulled 
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^ur faculties, you dare not truft yourfel vea 
with your own convictions; you want 
the courage and the vigour, as well as ho-> 
nefty, that are requifite to follow the voice 
of Confcience ; the tone of your minds is 
l>roken ; you are frittered by vanity ; youc 
diiToIved in vice. 



What the well-wifhers of Britain, and 
of mankind, are to expe& from fuch a race. 
Heave them to judge. That the piSure 
is too like the generality of our fafhion- 
able young men in the upper claiTes, and 
of their fond imitators in the lower, it 
were not candour, but ignorance, to deny. 
■ Are thefe then the perfons who muft,^ 
ere long, poiTefs the various departments 
in thiB great fcale of fociety ? Are thefe 
the perfons that muft fhortly fuftain the 
charafters of lovers, hufbands, fathers, 
mafters, friends ? Say, my Country, are 
thefe the young men whom thou haft de- 
ftined to proteft thy daughters, to educate 
Acir pofterlty,' to execute thy plans, to^ 
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aflert thf caufe, and peq;>etuate ihj 

aours ?« ^Yet let us not deii>Qnd : It 

be charitable ^ let us be juft. That ti 
ftiH are maoy encouraging exception^) 
acknowledge with pleafure^ oor is the 
ienpt in which we are now engage; 
proof, that we wholly defpair of thft Ct 
monwealth, emafculated and cornipte 
are the greateft part of herofispring^ 

We have already endeavoured tx» 
count, in fome meafure, for their deg< 
racy. It will appear yet lefs aftonifhi 
however as we hinted before it muft 
ways be affeding, if we confider 
9iodes of Education which prevail at-] 
lent. Let us briefly trace them, even 
far back as the Nurfery. There, ind< 
the whole charader of boys is conunc 
perverted and ruined. How ? By a ci 
indulgence of thofe defires, paffions, i 
eies, and humours, which fhould be i 
ly checked and regulated, and which, 
«au/ip on t;he contrary they ajre foftered 
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riielr wild iuxurianc?, quickly flicot into 
a ftrength that is feldom afterv/ards fub- 
iued, without great difficulty. The lit- 
de creatures are flattered, dreflcd, deco- 
rated, pampered, gratified with money, 
and entertained with continual encomi- 
tuns on handfome faces, fine cloaths, good 
eating, great riches, high rank, and other 
fiich edifying topics — by whom ? — by the 
Very perfons whom they are taught to re- 
gard as the patterns of wifdom. What is 
the refult ? Their bodies arc debilitated, 
tnd their minds debafed : they are render-r 
cd children for life, difqualified to endure 
fiitigue, hunger, and hardfhip, without 
iMiflUfily complaints ; apt to be deranged 
ij ihe flighteft accident, and difcompofed 
by d^ Ic^ contradiction ; to be violent, 
tuny capricious, headftrong, luxurious, 
mercenary, ^elfiih; flaves to their appe*^ 
tites, tyrants to thofe about them ; and 
thttS) i^ the vefy rudiments of their cxift- 
tiise, b to ^ak, unfitted for whatever 
vi-fciMaMW in adion, firm in fufibring. 



/ 
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philofophical in life, and amiable in mi 
ners. Such, I am Aire, is the natural tc 
dency of the condud we reprobate ; i 
can I help thinkings that we often p 
ceive in the nurfery the embryos of tb 
diftorted beings called fops, fribbles,, a 
coxcombs. So at leaft they were wont 
be called : but it is one of our late refii 
ments, to give them an Italian appellatii 
You may fmile, if you will : I am 
earneft when I fay, that the lax nerv 
the ludicrous decorations, the affe£ 
jargon, the trivial conceits, the cour 
fimper, the foft infipidity, and the unfe 
ing heart, of the thing now termed a — 1 
no, I will not name it — may generally, 
the firft inftance, be attributed to theeffe 
of the nurfery, whatever improveme; 
of the fame kind it may afterwards 
ceive in the fchool of Fafhion. 

If the enfeebling and depraving inf 
«nce of fuch culture is often happily coi 
tcrworked by reflexion, experience, i 
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fwfity, in the fucceeding fcenes ; if many 
hop are by the original energy of Nature, 
and the gracious difcipline of Providence, 
enabled to outgrow the futile habits of 
Aax early years ; no thanks to thofe wicked 
or ibolifh parents who did every thing to 
ijioil them. Ah, ye Mothers of Bri- 
tain, what a mighty tafk is yours ! Of 
ndiat fuperlative importance to the happi- 
nefs of mankind ! How much have thofe 
6f you to anfwer for, whbfe fantaftic fond- 
ncfs has, from the very days in which you 
oaght to have laid the foundation of virtue 
tod glory, entailed corruption and difho^ 
nour on your offspring ! How ftrangely 
difierent from the Mothers of Antiquity, 
who, having bred their fons to every thing 
manly and heroic, were accuftomed, when 
they went out to fight for their country, 
that great predominating objeft to which 
all others gave way in their afFe6lions— 
were accuftomed, I fay, to charge them 
cither to come back viftorious, or to be 
Vol. IL M 
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brought back dead, chufing rather thai 
they fhould not live than live in ihame ! 

When we mention thiSy we cannot help 
admiring many of the expedients made 
life of, in the pureft times of the antient 
Commonwealths, to infpire their youtl| 
with magnanimity* Beiide that ediica«* 
tion was made the immediate concern of 
the ftate^ and the children of individuals 
were regarded and treated as the children 
of the public ; what impreffions, think ye, 
muft have been neceflarily produced oa 
young minds by witnefling the laurels, the 
crowns, the triumphs, the trophies, the 
monuments, the ftatues, with which illuf- 
trious conquerors and patriots were re«« 
warded, and by hearing the funeral orations 
and the feftive fongs in praife of their va- 
liant and virtuous progenitors, wha had 
eonfulted, pleaded, ftruggled, bled in be- 
half of their country ? If, by the defire of 
kindling in their youth this ardent paffion 
for glory, thofe high-fpirited people^ who 
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fitlt it fo ftrong in themfelves, were car- 
ried to the extravagance of erefting tem- 
ples and paying divine honours to their 
heroes and common benefa£tors ; it will 
ftill be admitted that the pra(flice muft 
have been marvelloufly animating. The 
Grecian Games to which St. Paul fo fre* 
quently alludes— —St. Paul had too 
large a mind, and too juft a tafte, not to 
av^l himfelf freely of every argument that 
could enforce the precepts of the religion 
he preached— — thofe celebrated games, 
where fuperior merit in almoft every kind 
was r«compenfed with proportionate re- 
nown, and to which the concourfe was 
immenfe, would, you may believe, not lef- 
fen, inthe breaft of wondering and ambiti- 
ous youth, the love of well-deferved fame. 

It muft be owned, that in the Lacede- 
monian Republic the forms of education, 
and indeed the whole fpirit of the laws, 
tended to fupprefs fome of the fineft, and 
almoft all the gentleft feelings of human 

M a 
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nature, as well as violated feveral motfl 
obligations which ought never on any 
pretence to be infringed. But at the fame 
time let it be confeiTed, that they were wdl 
calculated to breed a temperate and hardji 
a modell yet enterprifing, an obedient yet 
determined race of warriors, citizens, anil 
patriots. Nor was the idea of public zeal, 
as fwallowing up all the felfifh paflions,ever 
elevated to fo ftupendous a height as among 
the Spartans. Of their young men it is 
recorded, that when they walked the (beets, 
you might as foon have turned the eyes of 
a marble ftatuc upon you as theirs ; fuch 
was tlicir fobriety of mind, and modefty of 
demeanour. But then obferve, this was ac- 
companied with a courage fo intenfely da- 
ring, that in battle an enemy was not able 
to look them in the face ; neither did they 
know what it was to be afraid of dying for 
their country. — Who can forbear to con- 
trail them with thofe pert coxcombs and ef- 
feminate foplings that one meets in almoft 
every ftreet of London and Weftminfter I 
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'-*^ When you fee a girl, who has not only 
been flattered for the natural advantages of 
•her appearance, but early initiated in all the 
jnyfteries of drefs, and frequently told what 
additional attradions fhe derives from cer- 
tain modifh embellifliments when you 

iee her looking at herfclf with an air of 
triumph, on account of her gay attire 
and glittering ornaments, you cannot ap- 
prove of fuch behaviour even in her : it 
/eems to betray fome want of that pro- 
priety and modefly which peculiarly be- 
come the female character. A compofed 
and difEdent deportment would afFeft you 
in quite another manner. Yet you arc 
willing to make allowance for her on the 
fcore of her fex, as well as her age and 
fituation. But when you witnefs the 
fantaftic airs of a creature who calls him- * 
felf a Man, decked out in the extreme 
of the fafliion, ftrutting along with a vifi- 
ble delight in his own finical perfon, and 
with a vacant yet confequential face feem- 

M3 
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i» j-hajflray aribHntioa from €\ 
%9!Sanr.ipaixaR tixm filed with a dej 
^gcBmpinjgmtedikKnot cafy to expr 
Xnr )usr i^us £lhr ^ravty any be fou 
fait' Slim 3^ m^Kic liKfc is much gQod- 
tx3s« : uiirg^ acnd Immkhbt. When dial 
«l^ cdcv ii i$> oi% tlK iDort to be r^reti 
apffi f .i. ' 'Ha g: panJidfaBly w^nocfiil in f 
cscBfOBT. FnHBperibasoffenieand?irt 
vc coHHKHUj expcxal a fnperiority tatl 
Jollies ; asftd ^riiere fuch qualities are e 
nentSr pcSk:£od^ they will b^^et a gencr 
dirio^in ot th:5 degrading foftnefs. " W 
•* the 3t2n ot body," lavs the incomp: 
b!e Richardfon, " t?i:es the greatcft < 
*' to fet out and adorn the part for wl 
** he th i nks hirafel f moft val uable, the i 
** of mind will beftow mo ft pains in 
** proving that mind." 1 would not, 
auditors, be underftood to inculcate a t 
difregard for every thing connefted i 
fafhionable apparel. A young gcntlen 
it has been juftly remarked, fhould nei 
be the firft, nor the laft, in the mode. 
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go to its utmoft height, is not manly ; and 
to remain in its loweft form, is not necef- 
£uy. Singularities of various kinds are 
6ften united with an excellent underftand- 
ing, and an excellent heart : but to affeft 
them can never be right. 

A noted writer of Advice to a Son, fajrs 
on this fubjeft, *' Wear your cl9thes neat, 
** exceeding rather than coming fhort of 
** others of like fortune ; a charge borne 
** out by acceptance wherever you come : 
'* therefore fpare all other ways, rather 
" than prove deficient in this." Had he 
flopped at the firft part of the fentence, we 
ihould not have found any fault. Neatnefs 
muft always be defirable, fo long as it is 
not the effeft of laborious or minute atten- 
tion : but we can fee no reafon for what he 
has added.' The lafl claufe contains a 
wretched fentiment. If you except parti- 
cular occafions, and efpecially the cafe of 
going abroad, where you wifh to be admit- 
ted among genteel ftrangers^ or even well 
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trciited by the common people ; I am apt to. 

hJtcvc^ that a polite addrefs and engaging 

converUtion will, with a plain but be- 

c>xr.i::^ habit, fcldom fiail to procure both 

CNXioe Aiid refpe<^ in every company where 

X x.iuhic man would defir&tobe the objedl: 

cv" c,:hcr» On this article, indeed, perfons of 

\Viv :.v^t po&iV, when they are known, a 

:L'J!^.<;Jjj ^^iTiCage - they may often go 

yi4.-J5fi: tixr: sUlHt of their inferiors. Their 

^^•jt;<k ;> H.«.£cx»t toicooauncnd them in moft 

.^..vx-N. ^ :>- x^r> aktle a£ihmce from other 

N x%sf '.i-v^^ji^ i> tar at leaft as exterior 

, .Si ,:\.v^s^ To i"*v the truth, it fre- 

>; i ■ ' - X \c^ ;c$ *r, > -^c JLT fpirits an admi- 

. "v i ^; 1 :\^^r:rr::^4rt<.nicrelY for its own 

v.\ •* > X > i V Cw^ cc y to luperior vir- 

•V ' -^ X ^v^rx. !«.!.jxwhile I am al- 

^ »'V \v v\ * i ccrriin Jjgree, when I 

. x^ . * -vv vNiC xV tit .v« cji^'^-fcd to drefs 

,.v ^. v ^ vij ^5i~ "ft .:h irtj'licity ; and 

\s^ . v> ■* X ! .V ■ ..<-v:rnr.cnt is of a 

-vs v^ 'v^ .N . '\r 'Ctin, that ma- 
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their eafe, their unafluming manners, and 
their unoftentatious appearance. What 
pity but the fame perfons were always 
equally marked out by their principles, 
by their talents, and a laudable imitation 
of their illuftrious and truly noble an- 
ceftors ! 

It is not to be denied, that numbers who 
have neither quality to juftify at times 
extraordinary fplendor, nor affluence to 
fupport it, are yet more devoted to fhow^ 
and the luxuries ufually attendant on it, 
than not a few who are much above them. 
The extravagance, indeed, which fpreads 
like wild-fire through the lower walks of 
fociety, and produces fuch havock of for- 
tunes and of morals, ftruck at firft every 
fober eye with aftoniftiment and grief, but 
is become now fo common, and confe- 
quently fo familiar, as to make very littte 
impreffion — fave on thofe who perfonally 
fufFer by it. On what multitudes has ruin, 
like a deluge, ruihed from this fource ! 
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I know it has been repeatedly and con-^ 
fidently pleaded, that the unufual pre- 
valence of public diveriions, which the 
prefent effeminate fyftem of nurture con- 
curs with other caufes to promote, is a 
mighty advantage to trade and manufac* 
tures. Were thofe diverfions frequented 
only by fuch as could well afford the re- 
quifite expence, the argument might hold. 
But is there not ground to fufpeft, that the 
epidemical paffion for coftly aflemblies and 
other modifh entertainments, beyond the 
limits of real ability, is the chief occasion 
of the diftrefs incurred by fo many j>erfons 
who furnifh the neceflary preparations, 
and of courfe by their connexions, as well 
as the individuals and families immediately 
concerned ? 

Let us fuppofe, however, that manufac- 
tures and trade were on the whole gainers, 
and that the perfons who indulge without 
controul to fuch pleafuies were not deep 
lofers in their pecuniary interefts, which it 
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is yet certain they often are, not only from 
the immoderate Aims adually expended, 
but from negle£ts of buflnefs, habits of 
indolence, and a growing prop^niion to 
every kind of prodigality ; I will ftill aik. 
Were not the community in general hap- 
pier, much happier, without this excefs ? 
Or will any refleAing man, who is con* 
verfant in hiftory, and friendly to virtue, 
maintain that opulence or grandeur, at 
whatever height they may arrive, can com^ 
penfate to a nation the lofs of its good or- 
der, wife economy, and mafculine fpirit ? 

To proceed in our furvey 5 the EfFemi- 
nacy of the times, though extreme, will 
furprife us yet lefs if we next attend a little 
to the ftyle in which the majority of our 
young gentlemen are bred, after their 
nurfes and mothers have done all in their 
povirer to render them infignificant. How 
ieldom are they, when placed under the 
, care of mafters, inflru£ted in any thing 
more important or valuable than the means 
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of knowledge, or the forms of bufinefsi 
with a few exterior and fubaltern ac^ 
complifhments, of which the main inten- 
tion is to confer a little fmartnefs and 
gentility ! How few teachers, in compari- 
fon, have the inclination, or the talents, to 
*' principle them in Virtue's book;" to in- 
flame them with the love of truth, of tem- 
perance, of divine philofophy ; to exalt 
and dire£l: their aims for life, and for im- 
mortality ; to animate their bofoms with 
thofe benevolent affections, and liberal 
views, which comprehend the whole cir- 
cuit of fecial good, of a commonweal, of 
univerfal humanity, and which, when af- 
terwards called forth in different fitua-- 
tions, will impart a luflre to exiflence, by 
proving the fources of extenfive ufeful- 
nefs, and the ingredients of a confpicuous 
chara6ter ! To train young minds in this 
manner, fuppofmg them capable of fuch 
culture, what various attainments and ge- 
nerous ideas are requifite ! what extent of 
erudition, what powers of perfuafion, what 
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irtfight into the heart, what unwearied affi- 
duity and unextinguifhable zeal ! But is it to 
be imagined that in thefe days, when dan- 
icing mafters, and French teachers, *' fing- 
" ing men and linging women," with all the 
other minifters of fafhionable amufement 
and unbounded pleafure, are in fuch repute, 
whilfl a liberal and virtuous education, if 
thought of at all, is thought of only in the 
next degree,— —can it be reafonably ima- 
gined, that under thofe circumftances, per- 
fons qualified as we have juft mentioned, 
fliould be found, in any confiderable num- 
ber, willing to fubmit to the fatigue arid 
iblicitude and mortifications infeparable 
from the bufmefs of educating youth with 
real advantage ? — I faid. In any confider- 
able number ; for that there are fuch we 
chcarfully acknowledge. May the merci^ 
ful Father of the world raife up more ! 
They are, without queftion, among the mofl 
meritorious members of fociety. 

That in our public fchools the learned 
languages are taught with fuccefs, though 
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not without a waftc of time which might 
well be fpared ; that both in them, and in 
our univcrfities, there are matters and tutors 
who would rcfled credit on the highcft li- 
terary ftations, it were unfair to deny : but 
is it unfair to affirm, on the other hand, 
that the morals of young men are often de- 
bauched in thofe places ; that amidft the 
ft)rms of regularity, and theihow of rules, 
(liaincful diforders are often committed, 
and folid ftudy deplorably neglefted, whHc 
not a fovv of the profeffors content thein- 
frlvos chiefly with the luxurious enjoyment 
of that academical wealth which the roval 
and worthy founders confecrated to the 
pr.)pagation of piety and learning? Are 
thcfc then the illuftrious feminaries that 
in former days fent forth fo many men 
fitted to fliinc in every fphere of fciencc 
and virtue, men that manifefted, by their 
own bright example, to what elevation 
found knowledge, and ingenuous breeding, 
can lift the human mind ? That there are 
now alive perfons of different orders, who 
have difcovered a juft emulation of fuch 



ADDRESS XIII. 175 

enown, and are indeed among the lumi-' 
aries of the age, we gratefully remember : 
ut what ferious man can look back on 
hofe celebrated feats of ancient literature, 
rithout a ftgh to fee them difhonoured by 
dmoft every fpecies of modern indgnifi- 
tance ; to fee libertines and fribbles iflii- 
ing in fwarms from the fame halls, and th« 
Erne colleges, where principle and man- 
kod were wont to reiide ? How much 
ktter for them, and for fociety, if fucb 
youths had been bred in the lap of Ample 
nature ! Have we not met with plain un-> 
tutoied boys, who, in comparifon of them, 
were hcraes and pbilofophers ? 

Without entering into a detail of the 
tducation in vogue, I would only afk. 
Whether its general tendency is not to 
bake our youth gay inftead of fober, vain 
Jiflead of modeft, fmatterers rather than 
Icholars, and fmooth rather than polite ; 
It the utoioft, pleafing triflers, and plau- 
ibk infignificaots, inftead of uieful cha« 
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rafters and amiable companions ; to foflil 
coxcombs and coquettes, not eftimahli 
men and attractive women ; to accompliiK 
them as good dancers, inftead of good cid-* 
zens, and teach them to drefs well, rather 
than to a£l wifely ? For my part, I am 
far from wondering at the frivolous and 
vitiated turn of the age. How fhould it 
be otherwife, when worldly maxims are 
fo much more inculcated than religioiu 
truths, and the pun3ilios of behaviour 
than the rules of n^orality 5 when the ac- 
quifition of languages is preferred to the 
exercifeof reafon and the attainment of 
wifdom, the little outfide appearances oi 
breeding and complaifance, to that real 
courtefy which is the refult of a kind dif- 
pofition,' prompting decent refpeft anc 
fweet attention ; when fpecious fentiment 
take place of genuine principles, and i 
fuperficial uncertain honour, of an invari 
able and thorough integrity;— in fhort 
when the knowledge of the world is con 
iidcred as the chief fcience, and the culti 



ADDRESS XIII. 177 

Vation o( the Virtues is forced to give 
iiray to the ftudy of the Graces ? 



l^€X>r Chefterfield ! Such was thy wretched 
fyftem for the education of a darling and 
only fon ! What pity thy agreeable ta- 
lents had not been more worthily and more 
happily directed ! 

That celebrated man Certainly poflTelTed 
a brilliant and eafy wit, much elegance 
and fluency of pen, with a good {hare of 
tafle, and a confiderable tincture of learn- 
ing. His remarks on a variety of topics 
are both fprightly and juft. Many of 
his inftruAions are fenfible and important. 
He was well acquainted with that part 
of the fpecies which he had feen ; not in- 
deed the beil: of either fex, as is fufficiently 
apparent from his reprefentations of both, 
of the female efpecially. His frank con- 
feifions of former follies and vices deferve 
commendation ; and it is impofUble not to 
be pleafed with the warmth and benignity 
of his paternal affection. But what, after 
Vol. II. N 
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all, was his main concern for its ohj^A 
Why truly, that this fon, about who 
figure and fortune he was immoderate: 
anxious, (hould be a cdrhplete M^ 6f tl 
World, or what is ufually ftyled a Kii 
Gentleman, aiid a peirfdn of ability, it 
iinuating, popular, applauded, fuccefsfiil 
for, pray take notice, we meet not, i 
I remember, in two large volumes. Wit 
a fingle fentence pointing to the iffltiioi 
tality of man, or the approbation 6f GtM 
or any other great principle of luimaA W 
cellence. Amidft many ufeful obfervatioi 
on life, and many neceflary axioms of pl^ 
dence, the moft trivial leflbns are taught 
and his well-known favourite do£lriiie i; 
without the leaft attention to human nJ 
ture, fo inceflantly repeated, that it coul 
fcarcely fail to difguft, inftead of impreffir 
the young man for whom it was defigno 
That he fhould even not fcruple recori 
mending to his fon the imitation of a deep! 
criminal fafhion in foreign gallantry, is ii 
d'^ ' " ^king, and what ought to exci 
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ence in every one who retains any 
;)f decency. Shall I add in a few 

that to aUure, to fparkle, to (hine^ 
ler, to be flattered, and to rife, at 
rer cxpence of truth, of re£litude, 
regard for nobler purfuits, are hel4 
lie higheft ends of exiftence ; and 

of forming the perfon in queftioa 
juft model of improved and elevat^ 
I to frame him into a mere courtly 
al being, or rather to fabricate and 
er him into a piece of polifhed ma- 
^, was the fupreme follicitude of 
lan to whom our modifh youth in 
liriftian land look up, as the all-a^- 
fhed pattern, judge, and mafter of 
1 manners ? 

I that we may draw to a concluiioq, 
now in the laft place follow thofe 
gentlemen— —for fuqh they ^ifji 
hought>— let us follow them into 
»rld. What do they fee aqd bear 
e^ but betting, and gaming, and in-* 

N a 
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trigues, and cabals, and places, and f 
tod peniions, and ftars, and garters ; ( 
favour and family intereft, ftatefmen i 
larly buying votes, and their oppofers 
quently feeking power ; almoft all i 
kind bowing in fhe temple of Rimi 
or elfe worfliiping in thatof Mammoi 
which lafl idol, indeed, the apparent ^ 
ries of the other dire A the homage of 
hearts ? In the early ages of Greea 
Rome, Glory was the great objed of r 
devotion. In our times, it is Money : ( 
thing now is facrificed to money: 
bition itfelf, vanity, pride, all the pafl 
wait on Avarice, *' even as the eye 
•' man-fervant on the hand of his m; 
*' and the eye of a maid-fervant or 
" hand of her miftrefs," Money, 
friends, money is now prized and 
fued as that which can purchafe all t 
And fo it can, a few trifling 
joymcnts excepted, fuch as good he 
true contentment, a good confci 
and unfeigned efteem. As to |] 
redtitude, patriotifm^ and.th 
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Hours which were wont to attend them 

ill the genuine refpedl and fincere ap« 

plaufes of the beft men ; this more faga- 

cious age has difcovered, that fuch airy 

qualities, and'fhadowy acquifitions, might 

formerly do well enough to fatisfy thofe 

who were infecSed with the knight-er- 

tantry of virtue ; but that they fignify little 

now-a-days. Why ? Becaufe they would 

.go for nothing on the turf, at the gaming- 

. table, in the circles of fplendor, the abodes 

- .of luxury, or the reforts of diiSpation. 

Such, my dear hearers* but ** tell it not 

*\ in" France, publifh it not in the ftrcets 
tof Madrid — fuch are the fcenes, the very 
honourable and highly-improving fcenes, 
which muft form, and finifh, and fend 
forth from time to time, the hopeful per* 
fonages that are to be the fathers of the 
next generation, that are to command our 
fleets and armies, that are to At in the Bri- 
tifh Senate, and give law to half the globe ; 
that are to fill the chief offices of govern- 
inent, and affift in the councils of their fo^ 

■■- • ■ ■ N3 ■ 
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- i wcrd, that are to watch ow 
::": -ti :j:^:> of libert}', religion, ani 
; Kt^rnal God ! what but th] 
*v ' .• ; ---J* v*- V "£: Providence and Spirit cai 
:*- • . :" ? "-:.c:: :Vom utter profligacy, igno 
T ••• , J.-.- icf:riic:icn ? Ah, my youii| 
iv: •,« '"-: /-^T* *r!ve praifc would rcdouflc 
t.-* '. .^.., -.vh --.: I ^.:^w addrefs, were you, ii 
t'-.i' •c'.cr-'. i>hert'> for which you are in- 
tc*:ii\: — w-^rc Vcu, I fav, to unite with thi 
iv::l\ :hc v*vrrh\\ and the brave, who ycl 
rental:!, r.r.J :.-» vow in the name of th' 
Omr.irrtcn:, :h-t vou will exert every h 
ci:Itv which nature has implanted, an 
cvcrv izlcr.z which principfe can incite 
to ftcm the torrent of general corruptior 
to oppofc againil cfleminate manners 
mafculinc virtue, to "• quit vou like mcr 
in defpite of enervating fafhion, to Ihc 
amidrc the furroundinzr flavcrv of vice th 
vou have " the rule of vour own fpirits 
and wherever dutv, wherever hono 
calls, there *' to play the men for yo 
" people, and for the cities of your God! 
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O N 

A MANLY SPIRIT, 

AS OPPOSED TO 

COWARDICE, 

IT has been obferved, that to complain 
of prefent degeneracy from former 
days is common in every age, but that 
the complaint is always weak*and unjuft ; 
that mankind are ftill much the fame ; 
that there is nearly an equal quantity of 
virtue and vice ftill fubfifting in the world ; 
that it is only diftributed in various pro- 
portions, through different countries, at 
different times ; and what is taken from 
the general flock in any one nation, at any 
particular period, is transferred to fome 
other. The firfl part of the obfervation 
may be true : but we can by no means fub- 



\ 
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icribe to the roft. If Ht^xlaA Nature r^r 
mains always uniformly the fame, wi^i 
refpedl to her efiential principles, they ^lMT^ 
yet influenced in their operation by fo va-:^ 
a divcrfity of external and accidental 9i^^' 
cumftances and fituattons, as to occafio 
in the fucceflion of ages, appearances tli^ 
moft diflferent, and often the mqft oppo^ 
fite, that can be imagined. The origin 
properties of the foil may continue ; bu- 
the produce may be totally -changed by 
ftate of the feafons, concurring with tba 
of the culture. 

We appeal to hiftory for an inftance oi 
two, out of many which might be adduced.. 
You will not fay, that, in the times when. 
Polytheifm univcrfally reigned, there was 
to be found among men the fame degree 
of purity, of probity, or of mutual bene- 
volence, which has been flnce frequently 
difcovered in thofe countries, where ido- 
latry gave place to the knowledge and 
w®rfhip of ^he One Supreme. The.beft 
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"days of pagan antiquity ml^ht difplay, 
here and there, higher flight^ of friendihip, 
fortitude, and patriotifm, than ha\'e been 
often fecn in after generations that en- 
joyed fupcrior light ; cv.'in;r, ^vc fuppofe, 
chiefly to a ftronger paflion for fam:-, an- 
ciently propagated, as has been before re- 
marked, with equal affiduity and fkill by 
lawgivers and others, who laid hold on 
the love of glory implanted in the human 
mind, as the mod powerful handle they 
could employ for inciting to thofe actions 
that would aggrandize their countr)Tncn, 
and refleA honour on themfelves. By 
joining with this motive inftitutions di- 
redly calculated to infpire temperance, 
patience of toil, fearleflhefs of danger, dif- 
regard to wealth, and a zeal for their 
country, they certainly produced wonder- 
ful efFeds in the way of magnanimity and 
heroifm. But then thofe fplendid exhi- 
bitions were unequal, interrupted, and too 
commonly obfcurcd by fcandalous vices, 
or great failings^ which the aAors feemed 
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little folllcitous to avoid, for want, no 
doubt, of purer principles, ^d more com* 
prehenfive aims, than any of a fecular 
kind. Truft me. Gentlemen, a conduS 
more regular and blamelefs, an integrity and 
a gcnerofity of wider fcope, with all thofc 
qualities of the heart which are moft con- 
ducive to the happinefs both of this world 
and the next, will be cultivated exten- 
fivcly in fuch parts of the earth alone as 
are enlightened by true religion : I mean 
that Divine ^yftem which, whilft it en- 
joins and exemplifies all the duties incum- 
bent on man, enforces them by fanflions 
of infinite and eternal confequencc, and 
inftruc^s him by what power he may 
perform them. Its aftual influence in 
meliorating the tempers, and regulating 
the lives, of its difciples in thofe nations 
where it was firft embraced, has been ac- 
knov/lcdged even by fome of its greattft 
adverfaries. 

When this light from Heaven was af- 
terwards almoft wholly intercepted by the 
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thick fhades of fuperflition and ignorance, 
that enveloped Europe in the dark ages, 
what became of the virtues which had 
flouriflied under its influence ? Into what 
other regions were they tranfplanted, fo 
as fo make amends elfewhere for the enor- 
mities and abominations which had grown 
up in Chriftendom during that gloom3f 
night? Was not the world manifeftly and 
greatly worfe than it had Ijeen for a num- 
ber of generations preceding ? — 

When a combination of caufes fuffi- 
ciently known had, under Providence, 
brought about the blefled Reformation 
from Popery ; gracious God, what an im- 
provement was inftantly made, by religi- 
ous knowledge, in the minds and morals 
of mankind ! And this improvement has 
on the whole continued in every country 
where a rational piety is profeffed. In Bri- 
tain its efficacy is ftill proved by the exalted 
virtue of fomc j by the decency, the huma- 
nity, and the moderation of more ^ by the 
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mild and equal temperament of the lavrs in 
general, and by the juftice and equity of 
thofe who execute them. Neverthelefs wc 
muft declare our o{>inion, that the age in 
which we live is a declining age with regard 
to its ruling manners and principles : it is 
degenerated from the principles and man* 
ners of fome that went before. 

Amongft other proofs of the melancholy 
faA, wc have found in the foregoing Ad" 
drefs, that this nation is unnerved and 
corrupted, by luxury and effeminacy, to a 
degree far beyond any former period. The 
difeafe is more largely fpread, and more 
ferioufly threatening : that is to fay, it 
has infe6i:ed all claiTes of men, and extin^- 
guiflied in moft individuals that lively re- 
verence for the Almighty, and thofe gene- 
rous feelings for the public, which only can 
preferve a people from ruin. The truth is, 
fuperfluous riches have always, and every 
where, fooner or later, produced this effeS. 
There are but few men whg have faith gc 
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rirtue fufficient to withftand the enfeebling 
Ukd conttminating tendency of affluence* 
HencC) I fay Hcncc^have proceeded princi« 
pally the decline and fall of the feveral ftates 
recorded In ftory, which, having rifen to 
the fummit of profpcrity, were thrown 
down partly by the turbulent, and partly 
by the emafculating paffions, that never 
fail to be engendered by eafe and opulence. 
Still however " there is a remnant in our 
** land 5" and fain would we contribute to 
increafe it. Our laft attempt was to re- 
commend a Manly Spirit as oppofed to 
Efitminaey. Let us now recommend 
the fame Spirit as oppofed to Cowardice : 
I topic clofely connc<Sed with the other, 
ind l^erfiaps more needful at this time thaa 
nay at fkll fight be apprehended. 

It is indeed certain, th«t when Britons 
Aethoroughly rouied> there is no atchieve-* 
nem of whkli they are not ftill capable, 
n the rugged f»th of martial gallantry, 
jet FrcRce ••nd Spai^ bear ftrttaers. But 
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there are inftances of courage, whichT 
conceive to require more ftrength of mind 
than the other, and in which the prefent 
age appears to me exceedingly defedive. 
We will touch on fome of them, after 
we have pointed to the virtues thatihouU 
adorn the Militaty charadrr. 

It feems natural to imagine, that Efie- 
minacy would intimidate and unman her 
votaries, in the camp, and in the field. 
Yet the fa£t is different, with regard to 
many that are bred in the utmofl fofbiefs 
and delicacy. It is but fair to own, that 
the greatefl: fops have been often found 
among the braveft men* We likewife 
know, that nothing can exceed the intre- 
pidity of thofe favage nations, where it is 
the mode for every man to paint and de- 
corate himfelf in the mofl fantaflic man- 
ner, and, except when engaged in war or 
hunting, to indulge the laft degree of 
floth. Undoubtedly "there are in many 
perfons fccret fprings of refolution, whc- 
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tive or acquired, which the moft 
fpnn9of life cannot deftroy,. or 
^ent from aiS^ing with wonderful 
f on particular occafions. To 
r caufe it be owing, . Cowardice 
is probably a fpecies of dtfhoaour 

II feldom be incurred by our Brt- 
ith, under leaders in whom they 
ronfidence*. . . 

bow much pleafure could we tell 
urels they have often reaped, in 
ing againft the enemies of their 
! With what peculiar fatiefac^ 
had almoft faid Pride, could vrt 
e on the daring enterprifes, and 
ng exertions, both of our^deett 
ies in the laft ever-memorable war.! 
11. the reft, how would imagina* 
)W at the remembrance of that 
Man, " Who" (in the nobly cmr 
irords made ufe of by an admiring 
teful Nation, when ihe voted a 
ent to his Memory) '^.furmountr 
II, O 
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*' ing, by ability and valour, all obfb* 
*< dcs of Art and Nature, was flain in the 
** moment of vidory, at die head of his 
^^ conquering I3xx>ps, in the arduous and 
*^ deciiive battle againft the French army 
*' Aiear Quebec, Aghting for their capital 
*' of Canada !" — Glorious and ineftimable 
fuffrage ! infpired by fentiment, and be^ 
flowed with fervour, as well as exprfefled 
with force and dignity ! A fufFrage re- 
echoed by every voice, and felt by every 
heart to this day ! A fuffrage which the 
future fons of Britain will read with ten- 
der veneration, and which fo well became 
an occaflon that will fhed luftre on her an- 
nals to the lateft pofterity ! Happy lan<J, 
that gave birth and education to the Youth, 
who thus died in the arms of Viftory, as 
he had lived in the bofom of Virtue !— • 
General Wolfe was not lefs virtuous than 
brave. His fobriety, his gravity, his 
ftri6^ attention to military difcipline, his 
ardent thirft after knowledge, after thofe 
branches of it more efpecially that were 
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connected with his profeflion, had marked 
him out an obje£l of public efteem and re- 
liance, before that laft and moft diftinguifh- 
ed opportunity of proving to the worl d , how 
completely he deferved them. With what 
emulation ought his example to inflame 
our young men of the army ! Or will they 
chufe rather to -forget him like Voltaire, 
who, in recording the very engagement 
now mentioned, is pleafed to fupprefs the 
name of Wolfe ? 

But we have not the fmalleft doubt, 
that many of them are perfons of honour 
and capacity, no lefs than of fpirit and re* 
Iblution. We could point to one of this 
clafs, who is known, by his very nume- 
rous acquaintance, to unite in his fingle 
charader the beft qualities of the foldier, 
of the gentleman, of the fcholar, of the 
friend, of the man of hofpitality with- 
out (how, of the man of piety with- 
out pretence, who is bigoted to no fed, 
but not afhamed before any company to 

O2 
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worfliip the Almighty at hom< 
having worfliipped him in his 1 
Where is the man who can witli 
refpeft from fuch a eharafter? 
there a wretch fo worthlefs as to c 
— the amiable O ugh ton would be 
to do him good* 

Of the greater part in the far 
feflion, what fliall we fay? H 
bauched, profane, and frivolous ! \ 
been told, that no other army in 
is diflionoured by fo many pre 
and triflers, as the Britifh. If 
true, what a reproach to our c 
Were it the fafhion for the tr 
other nations to negleft the f 
piety and decency, we {hould lefs 
at the behaviour of many amor 
own. But that is by no means t 
We (hould wonder at it yet lefs, 
their Sovereign fet them fo dif 
pattern. At leaft it might be c: 
that wr officers of rank would 
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litde more difpofition to imitate his fo- 
Iriety, his regularity, and his many pri- 
vate virtues* Or do they imagine, they 
may be equally acceptable to him, though 
they purfue a condu<S the reverfe of his 
pwni Could they once be made fenfible, 
that it would give him pleafure, if they 
copied, for inftance, the pundluality with 
nrhich he attends on the public offices of 
religion, one would hope that, inftead of 
^eating thefe with open and habitual 
contempt, they might be willing from 
good policy, if not from purer motives 
at firft, to wait,. as often as their fituation 
allowed them, on the Lord of Hofts, and 
the God of battles, in his fandtuary. 
Purer motives might influence them af- 
terwards. Mean while, there is no doubt 
but thofe next under them would think it 
prudent to adopt their practice, and that 
the effeSs would foon extend to the low- 
eft man in the army. Would the army 
buffer in its difcipline, in its character, or 
in it3 valour, from fuch an alteration ?. 

03 
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ThET: iun? been penods, when the cx^-. 
angik nf TTysJrr vifiilT opaited on perfons 
nfTHrimis cls&s is 1^ kisgdcxn. What 
s TSDs 77ZKi£ i^ist It ' femtt to liave l(^its 
cpcTjrJaE h: jircfsrc:? 'I^Tiit is the rea- 
ibou TiiBi rifcs ^irbca it ajspears in its 
xzid 3Dc£ lynrfcOgd gnccs, it novr 



CeiZ^ TO smad inotuioai? Who knovs 
src^ thgt is T^gfr TTTiirs the coounoii mn 
rf w»cn cstttAgt hois higher at an 
crnEsaizT Ti5% Am t!ie Qneen of Great ?] 
BHtsia canrries h^ison her binh-daj ? 



"Wbccce 5t hsppcns that moft of out 
ir^llitsrv nifn are <3iSblute and empty, may 
not, after a!!, be ymt difficult to explain. 
Is there not grou:;d to apprehend, that 
of the Youth conneiftcd with families of 
any figure, the generality who embrace 
this w::y of life are prompted by confidc- 
rations very different from the love of 
fcrvice, or the defire of fame, or the fpirit 
of patriotifm, or a principle of loyalty— 
in ihort, that they hope to find the Army 
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a. &n£):uary for idlenefs and vice, by flying 
to wfiich, they fhall at once get rid of 
iludy, application, domeftic reftraint, and 
the painful fetters of decorum that are 
expe<9:ed to confine other men ; and where, 
at the fame time that they have chances 
for preferment, they may improve in thofe 
cafy fafhionable airs and pradices, by 
which the profeffion is fuppofed to be par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed ? As they queftion 
not, conceited things, but wearing a fword 
will make them brave at once, fo they 
take it for granted they fhall commence 
fine gentlemen the moment they put on a 
cockade and a fcarlet coat. Befide figuring 
on the parade, fhowing at a review, keeping 
guard in their turn, and going through 
the other ufual forms ; to trim and embel- 
li(h their dear perfons, to look wondrous 
finart, to prattle nonfenfe with fluency, 
to flatter fmoothly, to fwear boldly, to 
blafpheme aloud, to drink deep, to play 
at Whift, to fparkle at afTemblies, to cor- 
rupt women in time of peace,— »and in time 

04 



aoo ADDRESS XIV, 

of w/ir, to kill men, merely bccaufe they 
are bid j— thefe they conflder as the glo- 
rious occupations and accompliflmieiits 
of a Soldier. There have been times 
when it was thought manly to aflume 
the charaftcr from more refpefbable views; 
and there is a country, of ^hich we are 
apt to entertain too low an opinion, I 
mean France, where it is thought fo ftill, 
and where it is efteemed by the militarj 
youth a point of honour to fludy whatever 
belongs to their profeffion. That thofe of 
Britain v/ill, notwithftanding the licen- 
tious and frivolous turn too prc>'alent 
among them, continue, when called up- 
on, to difplay fufficient valour, we have 
already declared our perfuafion : but we 
wifh them to difplay it on higher princi- 
ples, and in the days of peace to aft fuch 
a part, that they may bejuftly number- 
ed among the guardians of focicty, and 
the ornaments of their ftation, inftead cf 
rcficdiing diflionour on the laft by debauch- 
ing the morals of the other 5 and that, if 
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4t (hould be their fate hereafter to fall in 
the fhock of battle, their parents and- 
friends -may have the confolation of feeing 
them leave an unfpotted name, and of 
being aflured that they rofe from the bed 
tof honour to the crown of immortality. 

Far be it from us to IcfTen the reputa- 
tion fairly gained by our gallant officers 
on one occafion or another: but they 
muft forgive us if we regret, that any of 
them (hould tarniffa their fame by a fub- 
fequent behaviour lefs manly ; that, after 
having conquered their enemics,they (hould 
be enflaved to their paffions ; that, after 
having taken forts, and towns, and cities, 
they (hould not be able to *' rule their own 
■** fpirits." Some of them, no doubt, may 
deem it a mark of bravery to follow, at all 
hazards, what they ftylc Pleafure ; to burft 
through every barrier of confcience and 
humanity, that would ilop them in the 
purfuit: but how much better were the 
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boundaries of refolutioa wnderftoori by kef 
who faid9 

« I dare do all becoam a man to do t 
<( Who.daret do matt, .It non e ■> 

- I 

Amongft other temptations, to iMxit 
gentlemen of the army are expofed, is that 
of omitting to confider them&lves as imme- 
diately conneSed with the commumty, un* - 
der the generous and refpe^lable charaAcrof 
its Defenders in cafe of danger. -From the 
cxclufive ideas of being appointed by dipjr 
prince, of being fubordinate to their leadcrii 
and obliged, as they conceive, to fight atall 
adventures, without the leaft enquiry into 
the juftice of the caufe, they are too apt to 
look upon their fituation as feparate from 
the reft of mankind, and to forget that 
there is nothing truly brave, but what 
is ftriftly honourable. Indeed I have of- 
ten thought it a piteous thing for a man 
of education and fentiment to hire him- 
felf out, a$ an implicit inftrument of de- 
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ftrudion, whenever he fliall be ordered to 
affift in the quarrels of kings, or of their 
jninifters. Let me not be miftaken : I 
point to no particular conjundure. Arc 
the laws, the liberties, the conftitution, 
the fafety, or the real welfare of your 
country at ftake in your opinion ; it well 
becomes you to ftep forth for her protec- 
tion, " to play the men for your people^ 
** and for the cities of your God,'* as wc 
mentioned on a former occafion : and he 
were a poltronj who fhould at fuch a criits 
refufe his aid, if it became necefTary. But, 
alas ! the general fyftem of life is fo per- 
verted by ambition and avarice, that, to 
gratify thefe, multitudes of human beings, 
aye, and in chriftian nations too, are 
ready, at a moment's warning, to plunge 
the world in blood and mifery, without 
concern, fenfibility, or hefitation. All 
this, we (hall probably be told, is una- 
voidable. If it is, how deeply to be la- 
mented ! But we will purfue the argument 
no further : it is too painful. Read Te- 
lemachus, and ftudy the New Teftament. 
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'itUtOHOKBtt coiuage^ 



^Mi^BMB^ Ttarc iadHd it appeals 

kkuSkd hf4^ 




i^Natwe 

*F JoxKajJe, as wdl as 
AJ by jmlftiijM ir» iggfaices a flrain < 
tnic£ oKtgfKTrw'gr'gy^ Xke other is 
Ittraijit&acbieil^ ssomRaccoc^uuiied 
a boiAexous asd cnsgjHt manner, alu 
nreiy dcgjnienuss in»>taTagene&aad 
talicy; fcnxiing thcdttLraSer of the 
bercv who, to borrow the vcrr cmph 
language of Solomon, ^^ caAeth firebr 
^^ arrows, and death, iaying. Am 
*' in fpcrt :" 

Are any of you, my Auditory nati 
ralh and impetuous? Claim not on 
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itccount the praife of a Manly Spirit. 
Such vehemence is often obferved in the 
Weakeft and moft womanifh natures : it is 
mere noife and confufion. The helm of 
prudence is loft ; the voice of confcience is 
not heard in the ftorm, a ftorm of your 
own raifing: you drive before it without 
Tefledion, and dafh on whatever rock lies 
in your way, without perceiving the mif- 
chief till you are wrecked : or, if you 
make (bme efforts to gain the haven, you 
are fpent by their violence, and mifs it in 
your rage. Thofe wild impatient fallies, 
which your felf-love would willingly pafs 
for courage, ** betray the fuccours of 
^^ Reafon'* not lefs than fear itfelf. You 
often' rufh on lafting misfortune, for the 
pleafure of following a blind impulfe, 
which mflames you in an inftant, but 
for which you will feverely condemn 
yourfelves foon after. Thus you make 
life an alternate fcene of perturbation 
and remorfe. Who can tell but you may 
^cvcn be precipitated in 'an inftant to do 
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fomething, of which the remembrance will 
poifon all your fucceeding days, and add 
double bitternefs to your laft hour i You 
may flatter yourfelves indeed, or be flat- 
tered by your companions, into an opi- 
nion, that you are wondrous brave : but^ 
in good truth, you are at the utmoft bold 
without difcretion, and daring to no pur- 
pofe. You conflder not, that the hurri- 
cane of paflion is a very different thing 
from the Arm but calm proceeding of a 
well-dire£ted and well-determined foul^ 
that the laft belongs to real dignity and 
ftrength of mind ; that the firft is frequent 
among the vicious and the vulgar j that, 
if the former could ceafe tp be hurtful, it 
could yet never be beneficial, either to fo- 
ciety or a man's felf, whereas the latter 
is the regular path to happinefs and ho- 
nour. 

I knew it is common to fay, that fuch 
a perfon is very paflionate, but very 
good-natured. It appears however an odd 
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-'Way offpeaking. That in the intervals 
<^ his choler he may fhow much kind- 
nefs, and the more for being defirous to 

. make reparation, I do not queftion ; nei- 
ther is it unufual for ardent fpirits, that 
are eafily kindled, to be capable of the 
iugheft generofity : but he feems to me 
fadly deficient !n good -nature, who is not 
xeftrained by it from faying or doing the 
rudeft, perhaps the moft injurious things. 
That he did not deliberately Intend them, 
is but a poor excufe for offences which are 
frequently repeated j and as for any gene- 
rofity, or kindnefs, he may be willing to 
difplay when he is cool, I muft needs 
think them a forry compenfation to thofe 
who fufFer from the ftarts of his pai&on. 
Learn, Sir, oh learn betimes, to command 
your temper. Without this you never can 
be uniformly amiable; and, let the Hec- 
tors of the world pretend what they will, 
without this you can never be truly gal- 
. Tant ; your courage will be temerity, and 
your honour pride. To fwell, to redden^ 
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lb fire €11 die ta^MEt onenccy is ' tMf^ I 
frajunbeoooiiiigiiiainao: l0teU«ii% I 
^ iiitRated»'* and not cafily peotdpe^f V I 
^^^ivoffthyofadiriftian. ««Hc:tltft^| 
^ ioir to anger,** fiijs an i me Mcq rtii i n iM ^l 
j«dge» *^ is better dun the nu^ty |i ilH| 
<« he duit rukdi his Spirit, dian h$mt 
:^ takedi a citr.** It is die fenttAMpMli 
'Solomon; to wUcfa we may add afjodtalfl 
•equally true and lieaatifiil^ -whofe atttetl 
I forget : «« A ooMud Ins fbHglit4 liHJ 
^ coward has overcomei but a xoitel 
•* never forgave," Were I to be aftd^ 
Who is the greateft hero 7 methinkt I 
(hould anfwer. He who, though by natioVc 
warm, hafty, and irafoible, yet habitually 
cdntrouls and govoms himielf ; not \' to 
•* be fccn of men," but from a prindple of* 
duty. Other temperaments leave a per- 
son fome leifure to refleA, before he ihall 
proceed to indulge them: this burfts forth 
at once, without previous vraming ; the 
fmalleft fpark fets it in a blaze ; and the ^ 

•manisoutof him^elfatthisJQom«n^•1rllP» i 
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yns cdlm^ reafonable^ and wifej the laftt 
)3ut to proceed. 

* 

Much as the Roman valour has been ex- 
tolleds andflupendous as it feemed in many 
JnftanceS) I cannot for my part praife it 
I0 highly* What after all was its main 
#bjed, but without provocation to plunder^ 
and without right to envaffal, the reft of 
mankind ?. True it is, they fometimes dif-* 
covered, in the midft of conqueft, a fpirit 
af nuKieration which did them honour; 
and. in the career of what they had beea 
taught Ux confider as the height of glory^ 
^cy often performed afts of fingular great- 
jods: nor is it to be denied, that theif 
admitting the vanquiflied nations into the 
rank of Roman Citizens was ais creditable 
for themfelves as it was flattering to thofc 
tiiey had fubdued ; and that there is alfo 
fone truth in the obfervation of their 
taring conquered the world by the charm 
q( their virtues, more than by the terror 
of thoir fwords. £LuC then their triumphs 

Vol. IL " P 



IK- ADDRESS XIV. 

«- p-b'.Ic entries were deteftable, how 
vt'' uv\ f r thcv mis^ht be calculated to in- 
l^r*^* r^"ur::cc* and excite emulation. A 
«o:-? i^:v iihwned morality can never be 
•^xvix- vc :c» the bale and barbarous infult 
^A ^vvv'"*:* t."^ the greedy gaze of a rude 
^'v ,v;^ ^': r:ibb!e, captive generals, 
> v:\^ V 'ps. i-.icraccd by fetters, and 
. . V .; >w :^ -Ts-iiination, or congealed 
.,■ ^^ — ^*c;;i^ Heaven ! how fu- 
X- ■,-. v iCT ."v^irzgc is the charity of 
V N^ ^- . -• *,' V Author, when he en- 
. .'. . *- : - r:* Jcrufalem, was ftill 

\: :l'.-.-::on," and even 

.: •.- .'Ci\i city which he 

'• *'* n» bur which had 

^ .rVriiwidi malignity 



. . N. 
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: '^. V ,\- ihi' cerortment of 
-. ,-> " v.- :^; Arcirlcs, and 
. N^ * ",' r.^-::'i3t«s fomuch 
, -• V < JL:!ud:t their un- 
«^ «: :2:; p^ons and 
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prejudices of the world, I cannot forbear 
to mention a Chriftian Hero of latter days, 
who hasialways appeared to me among the 
moft elevated of mankind. I think of 
Edward, The Black Prince, as he was 
commonly called from the cofour of his 
armour. Having conquered and taken 
priibner the French king, fo far was he 
from treating him with infolence, or (how- 
Jng any flgns of elation on his extraordi- 
nary fuccefs, though but a youth of twen- 
ty-feven years of age, that he ftudied to 
foften, and if pofUble beguile the infelicity 
of his royal captive, by every cxprefEon 
of fympathy and refpeft, by doing juftice 
to his valour, by afcribing his own victory 
to Providence, by even ferving the un- 
fortunate monarch's table, which he 
took care to furnifh magnificently, and 
finding behind his back in the time of 
the repaft, as a token of the deference due 
to majefty from ene who was only a fub- 
jeSt. Such indeed he was, his father be- 
ing then glive. But may we not pro* 

P % 
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i^>«i7V^r H.r?> prcttcr than a hundred kingJ 
« X" Sac r;:jci as manv nations, and fub- 
^"ijc^ J6N «ur.v pro\ inccs ? This illuftrioui 
^ «r.&n had all his paffions under hi> 
he W3$ a kingdom to himfelf : 
alike imperial and gendei 
i h&: v^>2( kfc^ ftained with no diiho- 
:svtxJ with c\'cry virtue, proved 
it hl$ bc^^ iour cm this occaiion wii 
t)i^ pure rtfult ot magnanimity. 

But why & >»>r fpcak of one man, wbsa 
we wxttilu enforvx this grcatnefs of mini 
which car ::e!ig-on is adapted to infpire? 
Come hither* ve mi^hn' warriors of hea- . 
then name* \*e celebrated conquerors vrho ^ 
have ftruck the ^ixurld with aftoniihmentf 
come hither, and from perfons of the 
loweA rank and education in this country 
I^arn the virtue of applauding a bravCi 
of raifmg a fallen, of encouraging a %'an- 
quifhed foe. — What fay vc. Sirs ? Whilft 
you mufe on thefe things, does not the to 
of true heroifin burn^ or can ye fail ti 
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Uefs the Founder of an inftitution, that 
has thus vindicated the rights, and im- 
proved the afFe3ions of human nature; that 
lias fhown you how you may blend the 
-foftnefs of pity, and the noblenefs of ge- 
iierofity, with the vigour of refolution ; 
how you may rife above fear and pride at 
the fame mftant, and fuperadd to the defeat 

-of your enemies the yet greater conqueft of 
yourfelves ? Let it never ba forgotten, 

•that when the bravery of this nation had, 
in the laft war, overcome the forces of 
France, the piety of this nation cloathed 

-iand fed her prifoners. 

Believe me. Gentlemen, nothing can be 
'more unjuft than the afperfion caft upon 
.Religion by her adverfaries, when they 
alledge, that fhe contrafts and depreffes 
^he foul, by cnflaving it to falfe terrors 
and felfifh cares. Such indeed is the cha- 
rafter of Siiperftition, her wretched coun- 
terfeit : but her natural and genuine ten- 
-dency is the very reverfe. While flie ex- 

P3 
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upon her followers ^^ to be 

"*" jiK«i courage, to quit them like m 

^ 4mib« ihroag » to reiift unto blood, fii 

**- m^ ^^ui im ', and even to lay do 

cu- lives tor their brethren," if nee 

(htt iuxuUy delivers them from tb 

.otAJKCseH 2nd ibrdid paffions, t 

:r and debafe their hearts, a 

Aere.o- WSDt wich difintcrefted bene 

^<«j*v >*rcucus^ Ribltttion, inward fe 

%cvT^ <;rtii imnorsi hope : or, to give ] 

X* ,.^'Cr,*cvjii in chree words from • 

,.v n; ^-^ Mr -^TC'J* thtf is " the Spirii 

• '.^-•v . -r^ ^*r Lcve, aiid ofaSoi 



;.> ^v>?- ."ecu .issIt aflerted bi 

u V n.:.^- v'.K^ ^i«ds her cai 
.-. , ,- jcr- ;: c^^crage, is tot: 
.*. >.* v-.tt ^nr p:cl.ii of Chri 
^, X"* v.*p:cs ::"-j.: viiour, 1 
. .. ^-. ... ..*^"S. s \:::^^in.evi and i 

V -^i *-■ -• • • •- .» -^ 1 ♦ " 

.>. .■■■■*.■•■ ^J .■» Wh r^r\ll 
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** not to the praife and honours beftowed 
^ on the valiant by thofe who enjoy fafety 
^^ and affluence through the intervention 
** of their dangers and fufFerings." But 
fttppofe them to be actuated in this cafe by 
benevolent and pious principles, (and cer- 
tainly the^fuppofition is not impoflible) 
ihall it yet be faid, that they cannot be 
chriftians ? The moral virtues themfelves 
are not recognized by the Gofpel, unlefs 
they are influenced by its precepts, or cul- 
tivated in fubferviency to its ends. What 
U often efteemed valour, we readily confefs, 
has done infinite mifchief among mankind: 
but the virtue, which properly deferves 
that name, has nothing to do with the 
fiercenefs of a favage, or the barbarity of 
a gladiator, or the impious defperation of 
a fuicide, or the infenfibility and turbu- 
lence of a Charles the Twelfth, or the 
Spirit of conqueft in an Alexander the 
Great, as he was erroneoufly ftyled, or in 
any other public or private robber and de- 
ftroyer whatfoeveri nor yet with thofe laws 

P4 
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of honour, as they are moft abfurdly calU 
ed, which prompt a man in cold blood, 
with much form and deliberation, to af- 
fault the life of another, perhaps a com- 
panion, perhaps a benefaAor, perhaps the 
father of a numerous family, perhaps a 
perfon with whom the welfare of a commu- 
nity is nearly conneded, whilft he hazards 
his own for a punftilio.— -What fhall I 

fay more ? True valour has nothing 

to do with any kind of bravery that is not 
guided by the lights of reafon, or excited 
by the calls of juftice and humanity. Widi 
fuch inftances of brutal or unhallowed 
refolution a real chriftian has nothing to 
do : his principles difapprove and deteft 
them ; nor does he think himfelf warranted j 
to repel every flight affront, every unelTen- 
tial injury, or yet implacably to refent the 
greateft wrongs, how much foever he may 
afterwards diftrufl or Ihun fuch as did them. 
But will it therefore follow, that he mufl 
never in anv cafe exert an aftive Courage ? 
What ! not in his own defence, or that of 



) 
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4 valuable conneftion, or an important in^ 
lereft, when dangeroufly attacked ? What f 
not in defence of his King, and the facred 
'or civil rights of his Country, when di- 
xcftly invaded, or vifibly threatened ? It is 
'impoffible that thofe who embrace this doc- 
trine (and they are a numerous fe£i:) can 
tave attended duly to the confequences,. 
^re it univerfally adopted : they would 
le dreadful : I mean, that till fuch time as. 
"the chriftian nations" became unani- 
moufiy " nations of chriftians," the beft 
fart of the human fpecies muft every where, 
and on all occafions, fall an unrefifting prey 
to the worft ; and law, and liberty, and 
property, and Religion herfelf, peradven^- 
turetoothe lives of her difciples, be tame- 
ly facrificed to the demons of Avarice, Am- 
bition, and Bigotry, 

It may be worth remarking here, that 
when the Soldiers who had been convinced 
by the preaching of John theBaptift, came 
to afk him, * What they fhould do,' he, 
inftead of direding them to relinquifh 



' ne T.iS^es ot cne Lioru lan ii. nu 
* 1 :« Loid did valii^- > , ' n i 
jr 73BSi9eKd, that theKfr nai, rec 
.w «7 ,-vt and virtuous pert'oas t 
w- ■=■" ?;rt«fion,who were diftingi 
J0MS- -t ^ divine regard and apj: 
s^afc. i'M -"* •i'.'tn it does not appea 
:fK> st:::'^ ae lai& inftniflion ti 
■jwr r_ -r^; i ^«^ to the Cent 
iKK.-:tfn. a :x 0:^x1, and to C 
j^ »tfi.T< Ki" s spiral in the A 

^ ^t»;,i li J:^!'? for a A 

. , ^ hT*=». sr Cr«ardicf, the/i 

«., »* jj-wt recdfcr to remov) 
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no doubt, will on fome accounts be found 
deierving of more Commendation than ^e 
other, even in its moft laudable form; 
though this idea will not eailly be admitted 
by young men. They, we know, are fond 
,of enterprife ; and when their Spirits are 
wanned more than ordinary, they would 
rather meet dang'^r than await diftrefe. 
,But the truth is, that calamity fupported 
with patience furnifhes often a ftronger 
proof of fortitude, than hazard encoun- 
tered with whatever prowefs. We do not 
allow the name of Patience to that power of 
enduring evil, which proceeds either from 
cold indifference, or complexional hardi- 
nefs, any more than we would extol that 
prowefs which is poiTefTed by fuch as feem 
not to have the fenfe of fear in their con- 
ftitution. The number of thefe laft is 
probably, indeed, not very great. Be that 
as it may, the courage of a maftift' can ne- 
ver merit much applaufe : but they whom 
.the principles of duty and honour enable 
to f^rmount their natural apprehenfions 



bf danger, foftr as to ffloe k wUhaUm^ 
futhj and to pedift in diiscoiidiift ttijOig 
4tt neccfffity ttquiles-^-^tey^^j^iitlaDidi^ M 
<he perfona who defenre the foitb of Tikiir 
in adion. On the fame {ground nt ghte 
the palm of fortitude, CM* osnlfauxjs fa 
liifiering, to thofe who, while ilieyibel ft 
in all its fharpnefs, contsnue to bttr it 
without repinif^ or wearybig^ And tUi, 
^We (ay again, affords for Ae intift p«t^ 
clearer evidence of the Matiffjr Sf irit:«ie 
recommend, than the bdldeft deodsenaAdd 
in the field, or in the breadbw It wili, f 
think, be acknowledged, thtft die laiiar 
are moft frequently the effeA of a fuddeb 
and temporary fally ; that in martial gc- 
ploits, efpecially in the general conflift 
of battle, the dread of difgrace, the hope 
of advancement, the common danger, the 
chance of furviving, the example of others, 
the prefence of companions, the fentiment 
of emulation, the defire of being thought 
perfonally brave, a regard to national cha- 
ra£):er, the heat of blood occaiioned by the 
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violent exercife and the furrounding fer- 
ment, together with a mechanical force of 
mind excited by the whole collected energy 
of the occ^dion,— — that all thefe circum* 
ftances, meeting in the fame moment, may 
produce atchievements of the moft fplen- 
did appearance, which (hall yet by no 
means be a certain indication of habitual 
courage. But now fuppofe, what has been 
often feen, heavy affliction befalling a fuf- 
ceptible foul, and fuftained, without one 
impious or indecent complaint, foberly, 
quietly, meekly, and for a long fpace of 
time : wiH you not own this to be a fa- 
'tisfaSory denionftration, an unequivocal 
'teft, of refolution equally genuine and 
. cftimable i 

To defpife death, or appear to defpifc 
It, in combating an enemy, is a behaviour 
which I am fenfible has been applauded 
jAx>ve moft others, in every age of the 
world. It is certainly a behaviour which 
Ike kih&aa mind is formed to admire. And 
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vtc, perhaps there are few attainments 

ji noiv j!v»bli:uous merit. Among thofc 

\fc:^» "^^'c iccmeJ to look with unconcern 

,M •' nc K:n^ of Terrors," amidft the | 

hv u^^ iiJ :-:v.ul:s of an engagement, the 

.v.iw -*i -:u.::s, the clangor of trumpets, 

:x ^ ~h i ir!r.5, and all the dreadful 

•«v- xi.- ci i-z !!v:rT, th^rc have been num- 

X > % *c ^c;::'.viri.-\ la the ftillncfs of the 

. :^ ..X- :-!c oiicii.ieis of night, during 

V ••.\'-.> ,1 i i -jiii, beheld the flow 

.\;c.:i.< of their end with a 

^: j.i iTCCgive any exalted 

:. . • :: ." r c-j crice. £ u t, to 

. . :-^i>: r.eceflirv in the 

m 

*■- .".:: "^hlch is required 

.'. :.-: i itincl qualities. 

. .. -- -jf Viced, that the 
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.. . ' * i^Tvi rrTTiT>*et> or s 
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every thing to hope, in a future 
ence. Did we not know the afto- 
ng inattention of moft men to the 
I objeds of another world, it would 
u: indeed paft conception, how fuch 
\x military as believe in them, and yet 
/holly unprepared for meeting them» 
be wrought up by any means what* 

tb that pitch of intrepidity which 
often difplay in fight ; how they can 
fe their breafts to the fudden ftroke of 
1, when within they feel no fecurity, 
aps entertain no expedbation, of being 
y beyond it. How fhocking the idea, 
they time to recollefl: it, that in the 
Icling of an eye they may be difmifled 

every pleafure and profpeft here, 
a ftate untried, unfeen, unknown, 
hich they have negle£);ed to make any 
liion ! Confidered in this view, what 
liar horrors attend the monfter War I 

mournful to think gf an immortal 

5- 
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Wit a HHE JIAM JiMp jMMI iDIcfloft MOD 

Am^iniB «kxmtf in diefi 
! kknonvp tbefoiil:k 
tf fvoan it tD tac flnfiog oontnnpbi 
QfmgQcri M»» oTm Coloocl Gitlii 
far iaia«ce> Jhrii^ in tlK caale of sdif 
and libartj, and, dtemeritii^ a buui 
Cfmnmmtin pofldSonof ^an incon 
•* tiblc.**—— Principle, my beloved » 
tors. Principle in whatever fphere, fi 
ther civil or military, whether hig^ 
lower, is fttll the Iburoe of ^^ glory^ an 
*^ virtue." We have heard intdlig^t ; 
experienced Officers of the Navy aft 
dut thofe of their peofde who had a fi 
of piety, commonly proved the moft ufi 
and fteady in the moment of afiioiit 
well as at all other times* 

Having again mentioned the Navy,wev 
take this opportunity of avowing the h 
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entertain for many perfons who 
t, and whom, with the brave 
race of men under their com- 
cannot but regard as the fureft 
guardians, next to the Almigh- 
favoured ifland. The gentle- 
)eak of have long been objefls 
;m, not merely for their valour, 
le will either deny or depreci- 
liefly for their fobriety and de- 
manners, their manly worth, 
t care to maintain good order 
iir inferiors, and to difcourage 
ry, both by their authority and 
pie ; let me add, for that ra- 
erfation, and thofe improved un- 
js, which difcover how far they 
pleafures of irefleftion and ftudy 
and effeminate purfuits— Alas, 
^ho lately adorned their diftin- 
ft, fhould now be numbered 
ead ! The honoured memory of 
recalls the image of a man who 
he mafculine charafter in an 
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uncommon degree ; but, what 
peculiatly intercfting, it was 
much knowledge and many 
qutrements, illumiaued by n 
of (cntimenc, as wnU as vi 
tempered with the happicft d 
felons. Thai fuch a man lb 
off in the ftrcngth of his age 
if he muft /all t'o (bon, he 
the comfort of falling in deS 
country which had adopted 1 
reckoned among ihofc circm 
human vanity that fill the mi 
lemn rdlei^ion and tender con 

To return Ccom this dlgrefl 
intreat you, my young heart 
zemcmber that rational fortituc 
iltuations whatfoever, a qualit 
ferent from mere conftitution; 
from the fuUen pride of the £ 
theaffumed bravery of the bli 
alfo from that more ptaitfible fp 
which the heroes of 
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oAeH praAUed ffotn the love of gloiy. 
magaaAUBity infpired or fupporud 
lAciple^ is kfs fliowy in(feed> and Uh 
li^« A perfoa really endawed with 
etefidflc HOC to appear one whit lefs feA- 
of hi» (iitferiiigs, than in trutb he 
To look At him, and liften to hims 
r tbeir imniediate preliure^ thofe v(rh^ 
^ paft for philofopher^, or pique 
felv^ on what they are pl^eafed H 
Spifit ) who have no cotnprebeiifioil 
Bat is^SEieaiit by <^ the joy of grief,'? 
Uibfer lacr^' melaAGholy fo fwe^t t^ 
tieiUal Winds, and no revenence foi 
lAiSions of the Supreme Ruler thai 
pioKiis hearts with awe,r— they i»- 
iFMild femetimesr he ready to ft^ed 
[|aA of ckrpondeAce. Yet bis foul is 
•4 : be fpeaks what he. f^k i, bttt 
«^aMW» not: he feek as* a ma» 
(^ hut he fubviil^ as » gfaod maa 
. bis fubmiffipn is at onae humble 
I0!i&kiaate, ferioiis and^ pkcid, t^ 

Iig of M^efe V^i hoff^ : he kaow9 

0.2 




But, as he " defpifes not th 
" the" fovereign Parent, ( 
** not when rebuked of him, 
of life may fliakc the fabric 
nefs, but they cannot deftn 
" is built upon a rock j" 
lies within, fuftained by tin 
Omnipotent. When Natur 
from the lot affigned her, I 
in to her alGllancc. The 
is often transformed into t> 
ture, while the eye that flii 
to Heaven. ** The cup w 
** thcr has given me to drir 
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friend, are fure to adminifter relief 
)mfort, to fuccour by fubftantial fer- 
5, or to footh by kind condolance, 
at is the refult of all ? New^ degrees 
icquiefcence in the unerring order, 
ler afpirations after the joys of eter- 
, a happier progrefs in the fchool of 
rdom, and a quicker fenfibility to the 
ms of fympathy and goodnefs, 

^pu will underftand, that what I have 
r faid refers to the inevitable ills of 
, thofe. which muft be borne as the 
kes of an irrefiftible Providence, or 
ch cannot be avoided without the for- 
ire of a good confcience. Whatever 
mities may be fairly prevented or re- 
lied, it is the part of fortitude, no lefs 
1 of prudence, to obviate or remove, 

be refigned, is not to be fpiritlefs; 

patience and indolence are very 

;rent qualities. To lie fupinely un- 

misfortune, is not equanimity, but 

Q.3 
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cowardice't to txpt£t fitbm theAIatf^ 
help or deliveranco, >gi>ftlKiMt any itt 
endeavour (o obteiti it» is not futli» b 
.fanaticifm, prefumption, and floth unite 
He is the ri^t bdieverwho perrormE i-. 
duty with rigour, and mlm the «Cp 
With chearf ulners. Rdtfian ptaanK* M 
thing to the idle, but naeh t* 'AediUglt 
And why fluniU nstbi ttfir Ual 
in every honeft way, who may thus ho] 
for the diyine patron^ 7 Why (hou 
not induftry and capaei^ he employi 
under an adminiftration that general 
profiien them, to eitcOtirage their exe 
tion ; though it fometitnes denies fw 
cefs, to teach humility and dependence 
But indeed the greateifpart, at leaft amoi 
the higher ranks of Iife« are become iu 
guid and dallardly together. Inordioa 
pleafurc has relaxed the finew of appi 
cation, and weakened the nerve of endi 
ranee. Of thofe who have hart tht 
health or their fortune by cxtravaganc 
how few poflefs the coufage ef voluntari 
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retrenchihg, f6r their own {ikCf or tit 
tihal of their cobttexions ! 

9 

a 

V It may be adcfed^ that ft manly an^ t 
chrii^an fpirit lead to the fame behavi- 
our, in fcenes of fuilRsring, as well ias of 
ttiftibn. They are neither of them tame ; 
lyut both include an ultimate fuperiority 
to thofe external pofleBlohs, which no 
virtue can univerfally attain, and no wif- 
dom can always infufe : the petty vex- 
ations hourly incident to nlen, they leArn 
to dcfpife : they pity the imbecillity of 
being difcompoibd With trifles : they coh« 
demn alike the folly of creating ima- 
ginary, and of maghifyin^ real diftrfefles t 
they both temember, that *' fufficient 
«' for the day is the feV^il thereo'f,** and 
both confldfer that the World is a ftate of 
J)robation, in which not he who mfeets 
the feweft trials, but he who bearis thofe 
appointed him in the beft manner, is thd 
Jiappieft man. It deferves to be remarked, 
that in this inftance Phildfophy and 

0.4 
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Cbriftzaxntyr have tbt finr feope, though |i 
iiac pciaciples of die oae 21c ioferior to 
Aofeof die oc^er^ and that they agree in 
gnutg Ibctittode Ae meBBUt of Virtue, by 
way of pcefereoce tD aU odier qualities.; 
probably^ becanfe above all others it has 
iclf-ikaial for its gro«iid> and becaufe its 
ftn&dure is above all others diftinguilbed 
for ftrcngth and ekratioa, 

A virtuous man rifing above his mis« 
fortunes, like fbme impregnable rock, 
which ftands unmoved by all the winds 
and waves that beat upon it, has been an 
object of univerfal refpeil and compla- 
cence from age to age ; one of thofe images, 
on which the minds of men have dwelt 
with a kind of reverential pleafure. Who, 
that has heard of the fuiterings and pa- 
tience of Job, can help thinking of him 
with that facred and awful delight, which 
one would feel on furveying the remains 
of feme venerable temple ? But put the 
cafe of a perfon fupporting, with un- 
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wearied conftancy, evils which he might 
dude by a compliance with difhonourable 
terms ; fuppofe him unalterably refolved 
to fuftain yet worfe, to fuftain the very 
worft that can be infliSed, rather than 
purchafe deliverance at the expence of in- 
tegrity what words can do juftice to 

the greatnefs of foul confpicuous in fuch 
^ behaviour ? 

At firft fight indeed it feems beyond the 
reach of humanity ; and yet you know it 
has been reached, not merely by a few re- 
fined and tranfcendent fpirits, but by the 
whole army of martyrs : nor by them 
only. Let us do juftice to our common 
nature, which is the work of God, as well as 
that divine inftitution which was ordained 
to improve and complete it : let us acknow- 
ledge, that pagan hiftory abounds with 
memorable examples of heroic refolutibn. 
We pity the bigotry that would exclude 
them from their (hare of merited renown. 
Were not they the offspring of God, as well 
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eonfefs, that the preference clearly given 
by many of the ancients to the idea of 
what became them, above the enjojmient 
of riches, of eafe, or of life itfelf, mani- 
fefted a force of refolution, but feldom, 
comparatively fpeaking, found inthefe days 
of luxurious indulgence. Some examples 
we have feen, and without queftion there 
arc more which We have not feen, of great 
fortitude in maintaining the poft of Vir- 
tue, againft the moft dangerous affaults of 
an adverfe world. Truft me. Gentle- 
men, it requires no common magnanimity, 
for young minds efpecially, to remain un- 
daunted by the perfccutions of bad men, 
at a period when to be fober is in many 
companies to feem particular, and to be 
ferious the certain means of incurring 
ridicule, and exciting oppofition. How 
beautiful to behold a modeft youth perfe- 
vering, with inflexible determination, in 
the path which his reafon and his heart 
have chofen 5 marching on undifmayed, 
through all the (hafts of malice, and of 
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fcorn that can be levelled at him» whllft, 
both of his own age, and of thofe who 
are farthei^ advanced. ^^ thoufands &11 on 
** his right hand, and ten thoiifand on. 
*♦ hisleft I" 

I 

By the fame ered and fuperior Spirit, ii 
fuch a perfon em^bled to refift the torrent of 
ill example, with which the weak and die 
wavering are carried away, and the con- 
tinual whirl of diffipation^ that abforfas 
the light and the thoughtlefs. << It is 
" equally," fays Plato, « the office of vir- 
*' tuous conftancy,'to withftand the attacks 
*^ of pain, and the blandiihments of plea- 
*' fure j" we may add, neither to be over- 
borne by noife and numbers on the one 
hand, nor drawn adde by follicitation or 
art on the other. Here, my friends, here 
indeed is the grand trial ; nor was it ever fo 
formidable as now : for in the firft place, 
we have before difcovered, there never was 
fo great a majority openly on the fide of 
vice ; and in the the next, we have obfcr- 
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ved, that cVen the good are every day more 
ilackened in their refolves by the foft in- 
jinuation of effeminacy. They ftill re- 
tain many laudable fentiments, but have 
not the fpirit to avow them. They would 
willingly live to their better feelings, but 
are afraid of being charged v/ith fingula* 
rity. They are alarmed at the thoughts' 
of appearing to depart too far from the 
beaten track, even in the purfuit of wif- 
dom and happinefs. From mere puiilla- 
nimity they often comply with follies 
which they cannot juftify, and fatigue 
themfelves with amufements which they 
do not fenjoy. They are fecretly difgufted 
at the ways of the world, but dare not ex- 
prcfs their diflike, left they (hould b6 
deemed unfafhionable. They hate cards, 
and continue to play at them. They are 
fick of perpetual affemblies, and regularly 
frequent them. They can witnefs licen- 
tioufnefs and impiety without a frown. 
They can hear the fcofFs of infidels, and 
the oaths of the prophane, without the 
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flighted mark of difsipprobation. Shall I 
fpeak it ?— They can a&ually fmile, 
with an air of cool indifiisrence, at the 
deep corruption of a venal and a vicious 
age. Not that they are deftitute of 
worth; but their worth is deftitute of 
vigour : they are undecided, irrefolut«^ 
cowardly, l^o cowardice, my auditofs, 
to Cowardice in daily life, we may imputB 
many, if not moftof its failings andinfe*' 
licities. Hence thatftrange fludhiationhs^ 
tween good and ill apparent ia fuch' miair* 
bcrs : hence their want of energy, cleamefs^ 
efficiency, in what is right: hence their 
mean fubjcdion, their fhameful flavery, 
to what is wrong. To Cowardice we 
may generally impute their not thinking 
for themfelvcs, their not living to their 
confcienccs, their not venturing to oppofe 
the tyranny of the mode, their indulging 
cufloms of which they are afhamed, their 
frequenting company which they do not 
approve, their making compliances whick 
their judgements condemn; their o/tea 
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lupprefling or diflembling the better feel- 
ings of their own hearts, left they fhould 
forfeit the applaufe of fuch as have none ; 
their Xometimes treating with negledi: or 
unkiodnefs tho£b whom they cannot but 
eOeecft^ foir fear of not pleading anoppofite 
fVty,. for whom perhaps after all they 
feel not half the realrefpe£l. In a word» 
thioy dare not trufl: their fuccefs, or their 
reputation, to Truth, to Virtue, and to 
Hcayen : they are in bondage to petty in- 
tecefts and difpiriting apprehenfions. A 
{ew generous, determined, manly efforts^ 
mighx,. vitK God's ailiftance, fet them 
icee : but they are enfeebled and debafed 
by pufillanimity ^ a puitllanimity which, 
•n other fubje£ls, many of them would 
iiSUdn* I verily believe^ there are many 
idu) could mount a breach, or face a can- 
lin», vatb more firmneis than they could 
taod. the laugh of a titled profligate, or of 
^rich.fool, where religion or morals were 
fwcerncd ; nay, who could charge lilce a 
thunder-holt through the ranks of war» 
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— L rtnid fhaken by the 
■*- v:::.^"* t-iTr.r.ir a: the bresth of ic- 
:'«■ .v.:-, ;v »:r.f«.ir^ from a common ac- 
, ««.'.."n::^rr, .u: rr.: f::arc of doing well. 
>.r :~i 1 TTL-rr. anubt but there arc 
c-.::;r> ^^ r.: r:^iJ:. niiriminie with boldnefi 
V::'..--r irr r"r«rrr: riTrmbTy on earth, and 
jn ?-; nr- :: -: rb; iica of being fecn, by 
ccf: V.-:— z.':-"? r^iTrrcjijon, to bow with 
yr^:::'. .n ^r.'ir: rnr Lnri of the univerfe. 
I t -^ •'.*}:^CT, rhx: zmong thofe whtf 
p-j'j^. . .T-':l.:> n::5 en their bravery, 
th::. -. ':rr-z :V vrn-biihful, that to be 
C'<i^i : .:: the if: ?:' crnverllncr like chrif- 
ti;i..>, r.:.j in-.-^. rizlf, would overwhelm 

To anv one ir.deeJ who has not liveJ 
where Virtue is LRmcdiih, this may appear 
incredible : he will not be able to con- 
ceive how few in compnrifon have the 
courage to aflcrt her rights, or openly ta 
reverence her laws ; " to confefs their Sa- 
" viour before men/' and follow ftedfaftly 
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xsllted ftandafd) independent of tempd^^ 
:gards and reigning maxims. A youth 
i^et acquainted with thefb would bt 
rifed) were I to tell him that the lan« 
1 1 now hold will be pitied by many^ 
laughed at by more« But what then I 
not this or aught elfe difcourage you^ 
lear Sir^ from cultivating a Manly 
t in its higheft defcription. Be af« 
I, that Vice in every fliape is w^ at 
>m) let her boaft what hardinefs (he 
Be aflured, that bad men are feldom 

withdut their fecret terrors, howevef 
Iljr thefe may be difTembled. Soon 
ite^ ^* Confcience makes cowards of 
em all/* The only genuine, compre-* 
ve, tnd invincible courage is infepa<* 
' conneded with univerfal reditude 
religious hope. Study univerfal rec** 
e, afid cherifh religious hope. Where* 

indeed the firft is found, nothing 
miftake or melancholy can exclude 
laft. Under their joint aufpices yoU 
have nothing to apprehend : animated^ 
fOL. II. IL 
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by a fcnfe of that Divine Prefence whicl 
guards the righteous, you will even " moc 
*.* at fear," like the ivar-horfe in the boo 
, of Job.*— But why do I fpeak of fo nc 
ble a creature ? It is wonderful what n 
folution the meaneft animals derive froi 
^lieving themfelves protetSled by being 
of a higher order. How then fbould b 
be terrified at the profpe£l of danger, ( 
the feeling of diftrefs, whofe heart tel 
him that Omnipotence is on his iide, wh 
bas no unrepented guilt to dafh his conf 
dence in his Creator, and no unwortl 
paflion to darken his views of that futurit 
the faith of which has in every age enibo 
dened the weakeft fpirits> as well as el 

vated the ftrongeft ? Truft not, Gej 

tJemen, truft not fingly to the ardour 
an ambitious, or to the force of a mafc 
line mind. In the days of youth, and 
expeSation, they can perform wonder 
but there are feafons and circumflanc< 
when without fuperior aid they will pro 
ifiifcrable auxiliaries. A train of misfo 
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JItllies will generally difarm them ; ill 
liealth will fpoil them of their trophies ; 
tlecrepitudc will •' put them to oped 
i'' ihame j" and Death) grim Death, wiU 
^^ lay their hohour in the duft/' 

t It is indeed true, that numbers have 

borne up to the 1 aft, againft continued dif- 

* 

appointments from the world, by mere 
dint of ftupidity, of fturdinefs, or of vain- 
glory, or from fome other caufe no way 
conne&ed with their moral difpofltions } 
when not a few, of indubitable worthy 
but of a feeble frame and timid temper, 
have appeared to much difadvantage in the 
feme cafes. The vivacity of animal fpirits 
jllone {hall in a furprifing manner fup« 
port one perfon under difeafe and decay^' 
when another5 his fuperior in every valu- 
able refpedl, (hall be fadly dejefied, or 
^ven wholly overfet by chem, from the 
ftate of hi^lterves, without any fault of 
kis own. And as to the all-deciding 
€^ent, we ^oubt not but particular pep* 

R Z 
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fims raxf be fia infrnSbk from ignoranctf 
or ^ bardened through tke deceitfiiTneft 
^ of fis,'* or btinded ij die pride of fcep^ 
ticxfixi, as to fet it zt defiance, at kaft feenx 
to ioiby whilft a teader fbUidtiide for its 

• 

mfipTte and cndle^ cofticquences, or per<» 
kaps die ftate of their bodies at the time^ 
havecloadiedit widi doyhle terror to tcm^ 
of the beft men. But, as has been often 
iaid, exceptions do not dilprove a general 
fule ; and give me leave to add, he who 
sow addrefl^ you, and who has by his 
profeffion had many opportunities of com-- 
paring, in the fituations juft mentioned, 
the behaviour of thofe who joined religi^ 
ous principle to nat\iral refolution, with 
that of thofe who did not, can boldly aflert 
his having found the balance of compo* 
fure and dignity great on the iide of the 
former* This, Gendemen, taken in con^. 
nexion with the reaibn of the thing, and 
with all he has heard from other quarters 
on the fame fubjed, is fully fatfsiying t<X 
bimielf.^— -Forg^ive him if be. paufes^ior % 
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Ihotnent to pray, that he too may be an in- 
'ftance of the pkaflng truth : nor can yott 
be nuich offendetl, if be intercedes with 
Heaven for you, his hearers, that you may 
"be enabled to fuffer the evils under confi- 
Heration with real fortitude; and efpecially 
that, inftead of meeting Death with horror, 
or cowardice, or brutal indifference, orfifti- 
i:ious bravery, or falfe hope either of hap- 
pinefs, or (dreadful alternative!) of anni- 
tvilation, you may encounter this unavoid- 
able enemy of man like thofe virtuous be-> 
lievers, who, after fuftaihing with firmr 
tiefs arid piety the preceding conflifts of 
life, have engaged in its finilhing ftruggle 
nivith a iacred magnanimity* 

/ 

- How different from that temper with 
'which rfie laft terror is braved by the 
Duelliftand the Suicide ! We mentioned 
both fome time ago, but have not left 
ourfelves room to confider them now. 
.They, with another defperate and unhappy 
chara(Ser, that of. the Gameiter^ who Glee 
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ja«ft TnHtaihK wiitfi tot idbliit|m,.«flf 
S«mfli«iifAr«i«ier«r aftfiil and dfca; 
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VahitaM]wriehcsondM«ccoiiiit: dit 

Jtee «aj Itt iband m ao afidb^ in a 4nf« 

jMA^iftakntei Afa JQW capable of tfr 

iificialvalMr? Itftomaalitde inttiafif 

jacrit as ^ odMBr* finoe it najr be eqailly 

jcquiied by tbofe of the moft vidous dif- 

pofitions. Do you perodve in yourfelyel 

the love of renown^ and the foul of enter* 

prile, congenial to the beft-bom youdi i 

Prove them by your fpirited and hopQurabliC 

exertions in the different employments you 

embrace, efpecially by your ardour to de« 

ferve well of mankind. It is true, tbejr 

have been often per>'erted to the vileft an4 

moft pernicious purpofes : but certainly 

they may be made the ground-work of » 

worthy and ufeful charaSer. Fail not> 

I bciccch you^ to build. upon them an a6tiv# 
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linievolence^ aJi unwearied perfeverance^ 
the ''contumacious probity'* of the Athe- 
nian Sage admired by Cicero, the pious in- 
trepidity of the Son of Jeffc recorded in 
Scripture, the Angular uprightnefs of *' the 
^ Man of Ua'* applauded by God himfelf^ 

' «< Be this your brazen bulwark of defi^nce^ 

• ** Still to prcferve your confcious innoceiice. ' . 

And do not forget to join the generbfity 
Qf felf-denial, and the vigour of temper-^ 
^ce, two qualities that wonderfully in- 
vigorate and ennoble the mind. Be furo 
alfo to add the fuperiority that fprings 
from a contempt of little pailions, paltry 
confpiri^ies, and pitiful concealments $ 
the holy boldnefs infpired by a deciiive 
;|nd invariable preference of a future lifii 
to the prcfent ; and, in fine, the animated 
exercife of rational devotion daily afcend- 
ing to its native fkies, and gradually car- 
* rying you up thither. What will be the 
iflue of all ? Mark it well ; we pro- 
claim it aloud : it is the chief ambition of 
the braveft fpirits : it is the faireft hope and 

R4 
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f^ firmeft ftaj of ▼iituc, io youtk, 
■HnN^^i and in age^^-— Immortality, i 
■Hftality ! — ^When die deierters from n 
ftfi» and tbc heroes of a day,-*-when tb 
wlK>lud not the courage to difcharge tk 
4«t)r> and thofe who fought only t 
foifc of inen> (hall be configned to ev< 
lafting fliame , when the monuments 
■leie human refi»lution fliall be no mo 
and the annals of fecular fame iball f 
nft in the funeral fire of Nature, y< 
my refpedcd firiends, you, who faithfu 
adheicd to truth and goodnefs in a lu> 
rious> vain, and unprincipled age, {h 
lecetYe from the Infallible Judge, palms 
vidonr, and wreaths of glory, beautiful 
ParadUe>and undecaying through £terni 
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O N 

THE BEAUTY 

OP 

HUMILITY. 

HE who difcourfes to Young Men on 
ambition and enterprife, on valour 
in the field, or fortitude out of it, and 
other points conne<Sled with a Manly Spi- 
rit, may expe£t in general to be heard 
with attention and favour : but he whd 
undertakes to inculcate on the fame per-* 
fons that precept of our holy religion, 
** Be cloathed with Humility," muft not 
be fif rprifed, if they (hould }ifien with fome 
relu£bince, and afterwards remark, that 
however fuch a garb may fuit well enough 
particular profeffipns, (ituations, and ages, 
it is too grave for youth, of too4ark ^ hue^ 
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zai one unBelj x .rn.u g, ibr diofc «^ a|^ 
cncri-Ta tc riae rii^ijr riKEtre, and natu- 
nllT ieiirrus :c ~V3g lis fp«&tors bf 
the TiTicirr x.-c I-^jr7r:< lirir i^rfiappear^ 
a:ici i isL yli-s: r:r35> xLi: there is danger 
ki zherr &:«.!£ re iiLi-r-irtcncd and de- 
rided 'rr !--!:: r f, k humble. Ncvcr- 
thcLets thsy sraj difccver, in procefs of [ 
time, that cher w!zre mider a miflake ; that | 
the difpojition here recommended is not \ 
enlv the moft decent, but is tmth die moA 
engaging, of all others ; that it is no waj 
incompatible with an elevated charafier; 
that, on the conmry, the noblcft minds 
ha^x been moil eminently adorned with it. 
Sooner or later, too, ther may be convinced 
by experience, that Pride, whatever flio\T 
{he may make, or whatever deception fhe 
may praftife, for a while, is fccretly con- 
fcious of as much imbecillity as infolence, 
and feldom fails at laft to incur a mixture 
of contempt, diflike, and indignation. But 
this kind of conviction we have (een at-> 
tended with fo many mortifications infome 




ADDRESS XV* # Sj 

^ our acquaintance, and yet after all pror 
duce fo little improvement, that we would 
willingly prevent its neceflity in your cafe^ 
my beloved hearers, by fetting before you 
the folly and odioufnefs of Pride however 
difguifed or decorated ; as we fhould ba 
happy to promote your early and lafting 
acceptance, by efie£bually recommending 
to your choice the unembelliihed, but ir« 
jefiftable attradions of her oppofite* 



•/ 



It is a pretty allufion I have fomewhert 
met with, that Rebeccah's beauty and jew- 
cls^ though at a diflance hidden by the veil 
with which (he covered them, would not«* 
withftanding, when obferved on a nearer 
approach, be much more pleafing for this 
temporary concealment. The attire of 
the foul, is, like that of the body, mofl: 
becoming and agreeable, when it has leaft 
glare^ and no affec^tion. 

It muft be confefied, indeed, that d^re 
U nat.any period of life at wb^h. mm ap^^ 



] 
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pear much difpofed to put on the fobe/ 
garment of Humility, however hig)^^ 
jhey may approve it in others, Self-lov( 
revolts ag a i nil the practice of this virtue, 
though in the commerce of fociety fome- 
thing like it is hourly pretended, in part 
no doubt from a fecret perfuafion, that the 
reputation of it at Icaft is defirable. A!- 
moft every man calls himfelf the humble 
fervant of every man. But how few ara 
there who ferioufly mean any thing by ihi> 
phrafe ! Muft it not commonly- be let 
down among thofe empty, though pi; 
fiblc forms of fpccch, that have, in 
progrefs of falfe refinement, been int 
duced, by art and vanity combined, under 
the mafk of courtefy and fubmtffioa I 



: Genuine Humility is, in fad, the mo^ 
Qnprofefling of all virtues. She is the pa-' 
rentof TrutSinipIicity: (hemay bekoomi, 
by a certain mild and filent influence, 
vbich fhe never ftudies to'difplay : and, ck- 
oeptwhen ptet^ or .good manners -make it 
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Seceflary, ihe avoids all tho(e words, gei^ 
tures, and appearances of the humble kind, 
that might draw the attention and praif^ 
of men. Like her Divine Exemplar, /he. 
i^ ^^ meek and lowly in heart ;" but in 
language and deportment conforms her-^ 
felf to eftablifhed cuflom, as far as it is 
yinocent. That (he is feen and accepted 
by the Almighty, fatisfies her warmed 
wi(hes» 

Thofe who feem ready on every occa^ 
{Ion to fpeak meanly of themfelves, would 
be mortified by negleft, and ftung by cen- 
fure, from the fillieft creature living. One 
of the proudeft men I have ever known^ 
and who could the leaft endure to. be 
charged with any imperfeftion, was per- 
petually exclaiming, in a moft lamentable 
tone, againft the degeneracy of the world, 
and the depravity of the heart. Thofe 
who affeft to depreciate themfelves in con- 
Yerfation, inwardly hope not to be taken 
^i xbeir word, and would be woefully dif-. 
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appointed if they were. Such SAf^^mi 
dctnnation It one Of the nitmbrrleft ingl 
which tre daily laid for applaufi^ Th«M 
it not indeed any vice^ that aflknel «, 
greater variety of fliapet than ^ride, ct 
that walks the worU in tnotc difgiiifek - 

The artifices which men employ to a6» 
quire iffiporouioey and attnft admirttio%^ 
are ufually more or lefs refined, accoldfiffljff. 
to their di&rent degrees of underflanding* ^ 
Biit trnft me. Sirs, the niceft nmnag6nieiiC , 
of this fort feldom pafles tiddilcovi6red]|.,, 
the perlbnson whom it is attempted, haWii|j} . 
for the moft part, within themfelve*, too 
Aire a teft by which ta examine and deteft 
k in their neighbours. When deteded, 
it meets with no quarter ; and thus Pride 
is doottted to defeat her own end, to mifi 
the f^me (he feeks, and to incur the dif'' 
grace ihe dreads. Humility, on the othef 
hand, when attended by good fenfe and 
good condud, has nothing to fear fpodl 
4io mMo¥0 of the by-ftanders, difimnr 
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li'ejudice in all but the malignant, and 
conciliates from the candid Angular re-^ 
gard. *' Before deftrudlion," fays Solo- 
mon, ^* the heart of man is haughty ; and 
" before honour is Humility." But a 
greater than Solomon is here. ** Who- 
" foever exalteth himfelf,*' fays the head 
Matter of Wifdom's fchool, " (hall be 
^* abafed ; and he that humbleth himfelf 
'* fhall be exalted :" a declaration which 
occurs fo often in the Gofpel^ that we 
may conclude it to be a favourite maxim 
with our Saviour. Indeed the Scriptures 
Bt large lay fo peculiar a ftrefs upon this 
pdnt, and it likewife enters fo deep into 
Nature, Experience, Religion, and th6 
Beft Philofophy, that it will deferve all 
your attention, whilft we conflder it at 
feme lengthk 

In direft oppofition to fuch doi^rine, 

it has been a(ked, ^^ Is not diffidence a 

^ bar to fame and fuccefs ? Does not 

^f Huniility tend to conceal merit, inftead 

Vol. H, S 
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<« of producing it M>4es not iitt ttafM^ 
M taut air^ a tcmfideiift:1»clMKi4(nir,' k boil 
'' difpUj evtn <rf ftttOl aWlitfts^ aid ft 
<< daring preteafce to moraijftierit lihim • 
«< Hianpoife ff c g Jaidtthpfetii^yiftyrt 
<< on the credulbui, AeliriMelil^ thelM^ 
«< judging) and ikf ndt tlilgr.4Aen Atftrfe^ 
«( moftinthe rotad td ff^WtMiidli.iflfC^ 
"«' ployinoitr' On this ^rouoid^ ^ Irtfr 
noted fi)ee«tUnfcer talM ^Ccnfiofi t» t» , 
preciatte HuiAtlttjr. He fi^itlMiriK 
i(h Virtue^ andjrcAetf it witk ji jMaJbardf 
other qualitiieS) whieh ho IfiAns *^itiBB 
'' of fenfe have every where i"ejc<9:ed, be* 
** caufe they ferve no manner of purpofe; 
*< neither advance a man's fortune in tk 
*^ wortd, nor render him a more valuable 
*' member of fociety ; neither qualify him 
*' for company, nor increafe his po^lver of 
*' felf-enjoyment ; but, on the contrary, 
*^ crofs all thefe defiraWe ends^ ftnpify 
** the underftanding and harden the heart, 
*' obfcure the fancy and four the tempd". 
" We juftly therefore," adds he, «^tnurf» 
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'^ fer them to the oppofite column, and 
f^ place them in the catalogue of vices/' 

Now I itpprehend, that this fevene fen- 
tence has been pafTed on Humilttjr, along 
vith thp xeft which do not enter into die 
piefent qaeftion, upon a inanifefi: mifrepre*' 
ientation of the nature of that virtue. 
The author condemns a difpoiition whicdi 
rational believers neither ptofefs nor ap- 
prove, at the fame time that he gives it 
the name of one which lies at the fbunda*- 
don of their Religion. Is this a fair pro- 
ceeding ? The uncandid artifice will ap*< 
pear by enquiring into the real charader 
of Chriftian Humility. The refult we 
(hall fubmit to your own difcerhment and 
juftice* 

The Efience of the quality under con^ 
fidcration^ you will find expreffed with 
precifion in that pafTage of St. Paul, where 
with particular folemnity he admonifhes 
^fftryoM ^^ not to thienk of himfelf more 

S z 
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>' highly than he ought to think, but tl 
«* think fobcrly." Wc are not to ratfe 
our abilities or attainments, our privileges 
or poiTeffions, beyond their value, wKch 
muft be eftimated cxadly in proportion 
to the pious, the benevolent, and the pru- 
•dent ufe we make of them. Nor are we 
to contemplate only the bright Ade of our 
condu(^, but to look alfo at thofe frailties 
and failings that (hade it In other parts \ 
iince, without this joint furvey, it will be 
impoffible to think of ourfelves with any 
<legree of impartiality. Whatever elation 
•of heart would betray us into a forgetful* 
■ nefs of our Maker, of our friends, or of 
ourfelves, we are carefully to reprefs ; /ince 
jio advantage, or gratification, could com- 
penfate for a behaviour fo unbecoming, and 
fo unwife. We are not to refled on our 
virtues or accomplifhments with complete 
fatisfadlion, as if they were complete; 
and yet lefs are we to arrogate accomplifh- 
ments or virtues, of which we are wholly 
dcilitute : for in either way we fiiould 



^ 
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ftiuch miilake ourfelves, and offend againft 
truth as well as fobriety. We are not 
tiltimately to aflume the praife of aught 
we are, or have, or do ; as if we had not 
derived from God, or did not hold of hint 
entirely, our powers, our enjoyments, and 
Our exiftence : for this were impiety, in- 
jufiice, and indecency, at the fame time. 
Neither are we to entertain an over- ween- 
ing opinion of ourfelves, on account of 
thofe perfonal or accidental diftin(S):ions, 
which we have had no hand in procuring : 
for that were to be guilty of abfurdity and 
vanity alike. -Whatever of good we have 
been enabled to perform, or permitted to 
tafte, we are ftill to trace back to the Giver 
and Infpirer of all good ; and whatever 
of the contrary we have done, or fuffered, 
we are, on the other lide, to impute tb 
ourfelves, with fentiments of penitence 
where Confcience fays it might have been 
iavoidcd, and, where fhe does not, yet ftill 
with fentiments of modefty. 

•• . .S3 - 
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What think ye, Gentlemen ? Is thcfl 
any thing in this account unreafonablc i 
I am fure there is nothing unfcripturil. 
What, I befeech you, is Humility thiu 
explained, but a juft appreheniion of oiu 
real characters and circumfta^c^, as de- 
pendent and indebted, imper£e£i: and guil** 
ty ; together with fuch language, and fuch a 
condu£i;, as are without art or ftudy fuited 
to that a^prehenCoQ ? Does it then pre^ 
dude a confcioufnefs of any worthy dit 
portion or a^^ion, of any valuable taleiit 
or capacity, or any deflrable poilefiior 
whatfoever ? By no means : for that weri 
to preclude an argument in favour o 
thankful neis, fidelity, and trufl. Doe 
the man who is endowed withfincere Hu 
mility afFed to rail againft himfelf ; U 
confefs crimes which he never committed 
or offences which he never defigned ; t 
jink beneath his ftation, to yield up light! 
the rcfpeft to which he is entitle ; t 
furrender without a reafon any juft clain 
fuppojrted by the laWs of fociety, or war 
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fanted by the forms of life; to wear fordid 
apparel, to walk with downcaft eyes, or 
tread with timidity and hefitation like a 
ffave in the prefence of a tyrant f None 
ever fuppofed it, but fuch as miftook fu- 
perftition for religion ; and none ever faid 
hi but thofe who were either ftrangers or 
enemies to the laft, 

Becaufe viAonaries and bigots, of one 
church or another, have defaced the fair 
form of Chriftianity in general, or diftorted 
this particular feature of it, is the original 
inftitution to blame ? Did either Chrift, 
or bis Apoftles, pracE^ife or inculcate, under 
the notion of Humility, any thing de- 
eding or unmanly ? Did they not all aflert 
themfelves with great fpirit on great oc- 

cafions ? When I fpeak of the Apoftles 

here, I think of their dignified behaviour 
after their Matter's exaltation. Did they 
not obtain, from the ferious and the up- 
right, the profoundeft reverence ? Did they 
Inot alfo enforce thofe afFe£lions, and that 

S4 
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demeanour, which will never fail to plea{^ 
the better part of mankind ? Did not St, 
Peter exhort the believers to whom he 
wrote, to ** have their converfation refped- 
** able among the Gentiles ?" And did not 
St. Paul prefs, as you formerly heard, the 
ftudy of " whatfoever things were lovely, 
** venerable, and worthy of praife ?"— -. 
As to our Saviour himfelf, did not he 
caution his difciples againft disfiguring 
their faces like the Pharifees, and or-i 
der them to anoint their heads with oil, 
agreeably to the cuftom of the Eaft in thofe 
times ; that, when they fafted, they might 
not appear oftentatious of their fandity I 

With regard to the fmgular charafter 
and manner of the Baptift, it fhould 
be remembered, that they were adapted 
to the Angularity of his fituation and 
office : but, though his own life was fe- 
queftered and auftere, he was far from re- 
commending it to the imitation of others ; 
and at the fame inftant that he called men 
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'to repentance, he fent them back, as wa» 
lately obferved, to their feveral occupa- 
tions in fbciety, with a dire£Hoa to be- 
have well in each. 

And let it not be forgotten, that whilft 
He who came after him, carried on in 
the open world the fame charitable defign, 
with a more alluring addrefs, with fuch 
eafe and affability, fuch fweetnefs and 
freedom, as well became the friend and 
brother of men, joining to all the reft the 

humbleft offices of kindnefs, ftill he 

failed not to maintain an elevation and 
majefty, that were the very reverfe of pu- 
fillanimous or mean. 

I 

The Humility taught and exemplified 
in the New Teftament, is too amiable, 
and too unafFeded, to enjoin the labori* 
ous ceremonies, or unnatural rigours, of 
the cloifter. It requires no man to put 
on a fhirt of hair, to pine amidft the boun- 
ties of Heaven> to tear his flefh with 



whipt^ or cfipfik himfislf wifck goin^ bam 
foot : ^verities iiideed» iMfaich, fcfmWa Mi 
sf they btackj are yst pevfeAljr cwfiftait 
with the ipirit of vain^glorjr, and ft»« 
quently fubfervient to the folcnm impo- 
fliiict of 1 fimdliinoniout Pride. Sadi 
pdradices beloag, at beft, to that M vrius- 
«< tary Humility*^ which the wiA aal 
manly Apoftle, we haro ib oAm quotoi 
in thefe Addceflb^ wi|s tm §nm ifffo* 
Ting. , Undifibbfalcd lowlinefa in a wdk 
taught believer is quite .another tkhigi 
To define it in dtae ientcnecy it ia filhiMty 
of mind, and modefty of df pngfimaH, pro* 
cceding from a lively fenfe of his {hulty* 
and mortality, of bis trials and tempta* 
tions, of his promptnefs to errand go aftray, 
of his many adual miftakes and devia- 
tions, and of his total infufficiency for his 
own fecurity and happinefs ;-— from a live- 
ly fenfe of all thefe, united with an habi- 
tual impreffion of what he owes firft to his 
Creator, Saviour, and Judge, before whom 
be bends with the devouteft gratitude. 
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tincl the deepeft fubmif&on, and^ next to 
tbofe who Ihare the fame nature with him- 
(elf, of whom he has reafon to believe 
^ere are few or none^ who have not fome 
advantage over him. 

Let us now fuppofe that a Young Man 
has learned to think and fee] in this man^ 
)Rer. Will he find bimfelf under any ne^ 
ceffityof ftudying to appear humble^ of 
pradiftng grimace to conceal hypocrify, 
of doing or faying filly things, thatheinay 
not be charged with Pride ? Surely not. 
Let us fee then what EfFeSs a temper re- 
gulated by fuch fentiments, will produce 
vn his behaviour in fome of the leading 
circumftances of life. 

Imagine, for example, that he is un»* 
voidably called upon to fpeak of his owti 
chara&er, of his probity, his humanity^ 
or his good intentions : how will he af> 
quit hioa^elf ? It is a critical fituation. 

He wiU fpeak vrith frecdom> with firrn.*^ 
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a snofir&igfijerCT, which (how 
&r te afeve soy littie dcfign o 
GBsftxmr 3poisitite» xKt coEtt DC oQiY com 
vicfi: dfer mtex&y cf the caSc. Lc 
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^me c>i.Ttrs vttico^ L3 talVrrt; of himfel 

heSCSC gCSKETzl CCKpsXJSET €MI OfdimTT oc 

wodi be }9^t proooixRced d) 
of ranitr, wS, m the prtTacy ( 
friend&im aod aaudii thr playof humoui 
be norhhig oioce than the commtmicatioi 
of hooeft conSdczxe, or the cfiufions of 
heart at cafe. 

Does he at any time hear himfel f aj 
proved ? Another trial of Humility ! Ho 
will he behave under it ? He will acce 
and improve fuch approbation, if hishea 
tells him it is not unJeferved, with con 
placence in the candour that beflx>ws : 
and with zeal to deferve it yet more. ] 
on the other band, he is confcious of n 
poflefling the particular kind or degr 
of merit afcribed to him, he will honefl 



ADDRESS XV. ^ 

aTzvow it, and either acknowledge that 
it is beyond his reach, or, regretting a de- 
iiciency for which he finds himfelf to 
Uzmc^ will from that moment refolve tf 
•fupply it. 

But figure him to be accufed or fuf- 
pt&cd without caufe. In what manner 
will he then comport himfelf ? Unlefs ths 
accufation be of a fcandalous nature, or 
die fufpicion fuch as to afFe£t his charaAer 
materially, he will feel very little anxiety 
to anfwer the one, or obviate the other j 
but will rather adopt the admirable fenti- 
ment of Plato, who, on being informed 
that certain perfons had fpoken ill of him, 
anfwered with coolnefs, '* We will lead 
^ Aich a life that none fhall believe them." 
And, even in the cafes now put, he will 
<?almly confider, before he takes any ilep 
for his own vindication, whether the at- 
tack on his good name comes from a quar*- 
tcr worth his notice, or is likely to hurt 
]iim with thofe, about whofe opinion h^ 
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tN^httolielUlkkn*. Wmmitierar 
milky aor ffeaituHfe I atsPHdc. 
fciouiadsy or biAhy thit ocoiifim 
flague the world, and tflnfe^evay. 
they know, widi laborious and eoAcA j|d^ 
tificacions of themlelves, from die diaigei 
vrhick happen t!6 be b iro wg h t ^|^ 
them. Like fbolifli and fiecy duriSI% 
they fancy their ic{MitatioB^ fattaoA^U 
be of filch prodigtoni aaomeat im die.flp^ 
nion of the pidiHc, that Aey.vapSL^ 
ceflarily fight every man ftani inrhMa Acf 
fupfKife, or would hare otken believa^ 
they have received an affront. The arro^ 
gant, the jealous, and the pragmatical, nt 
conftantly afTerting their imaginary ifli* 
portance, conftantly claiming I know not 
\Khat attention and refpe£l, conftantly be< 
fpattering and belying thofe who disrate 
their demands, or difappoint their expeAa^ 
tions. Have any of you. Gentlemen, fiif- 
fcred abufe from fuch unhappy beings i 
The beft conduct ypu can hold is to pity 
their unhappinefs, and forgive their ef« 
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fciice, wfailft you abhor the malignity that 
could prompt it ; to avoid all connexion 
vrith them for the future, to treat their ma- 
chinltions with honeft contempt, not c# 
think unkindly of thofe they may have 
mifled, to perfevere peaceably in your duty^ 
an"d to enjoy the ferenity of a good con- 
icienoe* 

But kt us return to the humble youtb^ 
^hofe piaure we have engaged to draw : 
you cannot be at a lofs to judge of his dif* 
pofitions in general, towards thofe who 
may have wronged him in whatever ihape. 
Who has not obferved, that while Pride 
aggravates real injuries, as well as appre- 
hends a thoufand which are merely ideal^ 
Kuraility is accompanied with Candoiif, 
Patience, Meeknds, and the whole train 
of gentle Graces ? You can readily con- 
ceive, that he will neither have leifure 
Si6r inclination to indulge refentment 
againft others, who duely refie6ts how often 
lie has wanted forgivene& himfelf, if nor 
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St the band of man, yet certainty at d/t 
hand of God, and vriboit diligentlj en- 
ployed in correding hit own cnQn, le-' 
g;ulating hit own pia£tioev and purfiiiag 
oljeds of which no ii^uftioe or malice 
can deprive him. 

The fame Humility, which thus prt* 
ferveshim from rancour and animofity, 
will alfo prevent on hia parttholeU^ 
rivalihips, ungenerous fu^ncsont , andpi^ 
ti^ terrors, by which Pride is cealvf 
nually harailed on every article relative to 
fortune, condition, appearance,^ or what 
may be called the Figure of life. Who- 
ever is polTefled with this evil fpirit, is al- 
ways fearful, left others fhould ftand in 
fa|S way to fame, or attrad that notice and 
admiration which he ftrives to engrofi. 
Hence perpetual peevifhnefs and ill hu« 
moui: ; as. he will be. perpetually obftruded 
in his fchemes, by multitudes whom the 
fame demon impels to the fame purfuit* 
from a ftaie of mind fo unamiable^^ as 
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well as wretched, the youth we are de- 
piding will be entirely free : he will feel- 
no emulation, but what is virtuous and 
noble ; and he will take no offence, when 
denied that confideration which, though 
lie endeavours to deferve it, he pretends 
not to challenge, nor wifhes to court, 

T 

It may be remarked, that thofe who are 

alway& la]ring plots for importance and ap« 

plaufe, have feldom any candour, bein^ 

commonly difpofed to fufped every one 

elfe of the fame artifices ; whereas *the 

humble and the modefl;, not confcious of 

iuch defigns in themfelves, are not apt to 

impute them to others. The former are 

leaft of all qualified to judge of characters 

in which truth and noblenefs unite : the 

latter^ too are frequently miflaken in their 

ideas of men ; but always from a different 

caufe, and almoft always on the favour* 

sUe fide, 

* 

Vot.II. 
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But Id advance : fuppofe the iituatioJi| 
ffific^ or antdoymeMt, of our young frieml 
•bfcure. Will he be aihamed of them I 

m 

'flewtTy never, fo long as they are honeft. 
If any of tbefe fubjeds ihould oc€ur where 
^ is prefent, he will enter into them with 
the fame readinefs as into any topic thU 
would refled luftre on him in vulgar eyeSt 
\f^ on the contrary, he is eminent by his 
birth, his rank,, or his pr^^ffion^ wiU he 
value himfelf on thefe merely, or exaft 
the tribute of efteem for things which ift 
themfelves are entitled only to the forms 
of refped ? No : for, pray obferve, it is 
^is invariable fyftem, not to think him^ ! 
^If at all the more worthy for any exte- \ 
slot diftin<^ion, or the lefs fo for the want ^ 
of it, from a firm per&aflon, that nothings 
but what he chufes or refuiea^ canjufliy 
infer either praife or blame* 

The fame fyftem will teach him td 
dread flatterers of every kind, to dread 
pioft o'Call the arch-flattertr withio* Bat^ 
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ihark his geiierofity ! he rejoices in thd 
deputation of all fueh as he believes to de-^ 
feire it ; and, inftead of wifhing to difpa- 
rage their virtues, to aggravate thetr fail- 
ings, or give the ^vorft turn to their doubt- 
ful adions, he takes a real pleafure in 
comntiending them with warmth and li- 
berality, in pleading their excufe when 
they are unjuftly attacked, and placing 
Aeir charaders in the moft favourable* 
light when attempts are made to darken 
Aem« He cannot be of the opinion of 
tiiofe i^ho thinky that whatever honour 
tfiey add to any, is juft fo much fubilra£bed 
from chemfelves. He, for his fhare, often 
ioks fight of his own good qualities, in 
the complacence with which he contem- 
plated thofe of other*, and is more ambi- 
tious' that a companion, or a friend, ihali 
be praifed than himfelf. 

View him in converfation at large. 
There Humility will infpire him with the 
tnieft breeding, an unforced attention t€ 

Tz 
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the comply, and a graceful forgetfuliie^ 
of bis own claims. From him you will 
have no caufe to apprehend that pertiiuk-; 
cious fpirit, or petulant demeanour, xi^n 
tiiral to Pride, which is fo prone to htta^: 
itfelf in everlafting contradi&ion or dit; 
pute, in eagemefs to decide, to didat^tor 
occupy or lead, die difcpurfe, to eclipfeor 
outihine every perfon prelent. Need I 
fay, that thefe are things utterly irrecoa*' 
cileable with good manners $ that they cuk 
never be pleafing either to the felf-love, or 
the common fenfeof others *, and that, unlefi 
where they are accompanied with fuperla- 
tive talents, or rather concealed in the fplen- 
dor of extraordinary underftanding, wit, and 
eloquence, they cannot but create much 
difguft ? From thofe who have no other pre- 
eminence, but that of higher ftation, or lar^ 
ger fortune, they are always ofFenfive to 
minds of any independence. From equals • 
they are abfolutely infufferable. Nor will 
the youth we defcribe affeft them, in what- 
i %ver fituation. So far from putting bim^ 
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'fclf forward, he will readily give place 
to thofe with whom he converfes, and 
gladly afford them opportunities of being 
pleafcd with themfelves, by liftening to 
them on their favourite topics with com- 
plaifance, as often as he can with decency, 
and allowing what they fay its due weight 
according to his beft apprehenfibn. As 
he piques himfelf neither on his circum- 
flances nor his parts, if they fhould hap- 
pen to be diftinguifhed ^ > he cbndefcends^ 
with eafe, ** to men of low eftate,*' and of 
mean ability. Thofe a£ls of compaffion and 
meeknefs, to the poor and the defpifed, 
which the proud confider as a humiliation 
not to be endured, unlefs v^tn prompted 
by political motives, he efteems it bis glory 
to perform, after the example of Him ** who 
** came not to be miniftered unto, but to 
" minifter, and made himfelf the fervant 
•** of all," that he might infinuate good- 
nefs and diffufe felicity with greater fuc- 
cefs. 

T3 
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his he will be willing, to compreheai 
that his own faults are certainly knowil 
to himfelf, and in their worft aggrava-» 
tions^ the faults of his neighbours, only b^ 
uncertain report, or without the circum*^ 
fiances that might ferve to alleviate thenu 

As he doubts not, but tbofe about him 
may be endowed with fome valuable quali^^ 
lies, to which he has no pretenflon, fo if he 
ihould in other refpeds poflefs a manifeft 
fuperiority, far from boafting like th^ 
Pharifee in the parable, he will pioufly 
remember, ^^ who has made him to differ,** 
and will fiilly underftand. St. Paul's quef- 
tiott, << What haft thou that thou haft 
<* not received ? Why therefore Ihouldeft 
^* thou boaft, as if thou hadft not received 

With regard to the felicity of others, 
it will give this amiable youth pleafure 
wherever he beholds it ; and if he alio is 
profperouSy he will ftudy to promote the 

T4 
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ititrcafe and continuance of their fatisfic. j 
tion. But if he is difciplincd by advtr- 1 
fity, he will conclude, that he has defcrvtd | 
it, or that it was neccfTary to fcbool him 
into wifdom. At the fame time, he will 
be ready to embrace any opportunity of 
obtaining for his friends, thofe advantagci 
which Providence has withheld from him' 
felf. j 

But fuppofc he falls into miftalcc, in- 
difcretion, mifconduft. Who, alas ! is 
exempt from them ? The inftaiit he per- 
ceives it, be will feel ajuft concern. Sen* 
iible of bis imperfefiion in general, the 
flighted hint will fliow him wherein he 
has erred, fliould his own apprehenfive 
mind not immediately fuggeft it ; not 
will he be forward to juftify himfclf. The 
bumble man alone has the magnanimity 
,of confefling his faults freely, inftead of 
attempting to deny, to excufe, or to pal- 
liate them.. But ftilljtfhould be under- 
ilood, that this man wilt nevct, for the taJQB 
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of being thought humble, acknowledge 
mifcarriages of which he is not con** 
fcious. 

As for attention, docility, a defire t^ 
liften and to learn, a deference to the wif- 
dom of years, to the counfels of friendfhip, 
to the authority whether of divine or hu- 
man laws ; thefe are qualities eflential to 
fuch a youth. And how will he ftand 
affected to Friendihip ? Of all men alive, 
he will cultivate this fublime afFedion with 
the higheft relifh, and exert it with the 
nobleft zeal ; becaufe, of all men alive, 
he will be the readieft to prefer his friend 
to himfelf. For the fame reafon, he will 
alfo be found, beyond comparifon, the 
moft tender and generous of lovers. To 
4ay the truth, a felf-conceited, felf-ena- 
moured coxcomb is wholly incapable of 
fo fine a pailion. He is too much his own 
admired obje<St, to be attached, from real 
fentiment or efteem^ to any woman upon 
earth* 
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fcepticifm, of bigotry, or of fuperftition, 
4ererves ^^ to be placed in the catalogue 
*' of vices ?" Or can you believe, that 
flie " has been every where reje^ed by 
♦* men of fenfe ?'* 

Was Addifon then, was Milton, was 
Bacon, with many more of the greateft 
writers this country, or any other, ever 
produced-*«-^«*-were they not men of fenfe i 
Or would our late infidel, with all his 
sffe<^ation of Angularity and paradox^ 
have ventured to aflert, that they too re^^ 
jed^ed the quality we recommend ; that 
fhey ^' pUced it in the catalogue of vices,'' 
or at beft deemed it ** a monkifh virtue?? 
Or had he forgotten, that the great poet juft 
named did not deem even ^^ humble de- 
>( precation" imbecoming man in the ftate 
of innocence, haying introduced our firft 
£sither ufing thofe very words in his 
conference with the Almighty, immedi* 
ately after his creation ; of which confc* 
,rence the amiable critic now mentioned 
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pronounces the fentiments not infer! 
beauty or finenefs, in delicacy or jul 
to any part of that admirable p< 
quoting particularly the lines where A 
exprefles himfelf in this ftyle of lowli 
and abafement i In a prayer which 
found among the papers of Bacon, writ 
with his own pen, there is a ftrain of h 
mility worthy the enlightened mind of tl 
wonderful man ; whom we hear at on 
acknowledging, as the gift of Heaven, tl 
virtues and talents he had been enable 
to cultivate, and confefling with contri- 
tion his innumerable fms on account oj 
which he felt the hand of God heavj 
upon him. 

It (hould not be forgotten here, thatou- 
author himfelf turns preacher in recom 
niendation of a quality infeparably con- 
ne<ited with the Chriftian grace we are in 
culcating : " Sometimes,'* fays he, *^ Mo 
** defty means that tendernefs and nicet 

of honour, that apprehenfion of blame 
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** that dread of intrufion or injury towards 
*' others, which is the proper guardian 
*' of every kind of virtue, and a fure pre- 
^' fervative againft.vice and corruption. 
*^ But its moft ufual meaning is when it 
*^ is oppof(?d to impudence and arrogance, 
^' and exprefles a diffidence in our own 
^* judgement, and a due attention and re-* 
** gard to others." . He adds, ** In Young 
^^ Men chiefly this quality is a fure fign 
'^ of good fenfe, and is alfo the certain 
*^ means of augmenting that endowment, 
** by prcferving their ears open to inflruc- 
'^ tioq, and making them ftill grafp after 
** new attainments." He fubjoins, *' Were 
•* the door opened to . felf-praife, every 
"*' one is fenfible, that fuch a flood of im* 
^^ pertinence would break in upon u;:, as 
** would render fociety wholly intolera- 
•* ble." Thus, you fee, Modefly is 
praifed by the very man who reprobates 
Humility. But where did he learn that 
tfeey were attributes of fo oppofite a nature, 
as to b^ juflly.onq. of .them aa objcdl of 
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tffrobabaoy and tbe other an ob}e£t ef 
Jtfficaftttt ? — It is worth obferving, that, 
M dus wiiier'i ioj was to perplex en<]uiry, 
^rf mfettle belief, fa the aiFronted mz- 
fAf «f Tnnh bilcd not, in the inihnct 
Woie^znd nBmbcrleis othen, tosvei^ 
hv c^c hf ksving his wavward miiiid id 
Ac ■■Aiint.i of metafibf&al fophiftrf 
■ri Cdf-cotundiaiGn. Thus ladod it 
haic«er£«ej witktke pride of PhiloTophr, 
*k^ fc tge ni ng the fmac aad cnuliEKXi 
«Faa,fchas c^ off all dependeacs off 
God, snd 2!*^kJ to be only in the cod! 
f «■■ M w^m^'Wti. Wiii^Uieivasaigeciy 
fcwMiiijg afor the fcpacuiaa of rnpaiof 
afekfit*,iBdi^Mds^apiaiaBsan4ridi(?«tii^ 
ratocc ckuinml b^ fne pMMB ani tM 
{■od. Wlm, that i> doc blinfad by 
Ptiie, er bj pc^adia, caa be ^attfSi^ 
dm HMulity indwlEs ModcAj, as tb« 
ponr coaipRfaendt Ae k&; tfas ifa* 
hner cannot be none icpiignaia to im« 
fwdeno, iDUTOgaDn:, to indecent 6H* 
tharfth&faiMri and tfattaoai* 
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nan be truly modefl who is not truly huiuHi 

But, after all that has been faid in be-* 
ludf of this virtue, it may be afked by the 
iincereft friends to truth and piety. Is 
there not an honeft, a generous, a noble 
Fnkk? Yes, certainly, if you mean by 
Aefe words an exalted fenfe of honour, ot 
magnanimity in a man's principles and 
a&ions. We faw on a former occafion^ 
iJMt St. Paul experienced this coafcious 
elevation i-n its full extent : *^ It were 
*' better for me to die, than that any man 
** Ibould make my glorying void.'* But 
the fhf9^ I have jiift mentioned, though 
adopted by the beft judges of langtt2^;e^ 
are yet a. corruption of it* At leaft they 
want correfhiefs, fmce the temper in« 
tended Xq be expreiliHl by them is not in 
the Icaft degree hoftile to that Humilitjr 
which ia literally and dine&ly oppofed to 
Pride, I aannot fee a oeafon why any wor« 
tkf jftahxi may not ba penetntted> with hit 
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infirmities, failings, and obligations, on. 
the one hand, and fenfible, on the other, 
of what belongs to him as a being pofTefled 
of upright intentions, deftined to glorious 
purpofes, and honoured with ineftimable 
privileges in the creation of God. 

But muft it not be owned, that Humi* 
lity has been fometimes accompanied, in 
the prefence of ftrangers and fuperiors, 
with an embaraflment, a perturbation, a 
terror, extremely prejudicial to fuccefs? 
Have not bafliful youths more efpecially 
been fometimes fo deprefled and chilled 
by their diffidence in the beginning, that 
they have never been able to furmount it, 
or its efFefts, as long as they lived ? All 
this has, no doubt, happened, though the 
prefent is not an age in which it is likely 
to happen very often. The celebrated 
author before quoted, fays, even of Mo- 
defty, that ^^ it has a natural tendency to 
^^ conceal a man's talents ; as impudence 
^^ difplays them to the utmoft» and has 
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** been the only caufe, why many have 
•* rifen in the world under all the difad- 
^* vantages of low birth and little merit." 
But he ought to have diftinguifhed between 
Modefty and want of firmnefs, between 
Humility and want of fpirit. The one is 
a virtue; the other, a weak n^fs : the onei 
adds to a man's value ; the other takes from 
•its currency. There is a becoming refolu- 
tion, an ingenuous confidence, in aflerting, 
juftifying, defending to th3 laft, what the 
Iteart believes to be right and true, that is 
no way incompatible with an unafTuming 
temper, or an unpretending manner. 

It fhould likewife be obfcrved, that 
baftifulnefs in the extreme may be fre- 
quently the refult of too anxious an atten- 
tion to one's felf, too eager an aim to fhine 
or to pleafe, too quick an apprehenfion of 
not appearing to fufficient advantage. He 
is, in truth, the humbleft man, who wears 
the garment of Humility with the leaft 
confcioufnefs, and the greateft eafe. 

Vou n. U 
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It dcfcrves to be added, that, hcwcvtf \ 
the empty and the forward may often fuc- 
ceed, and fometimes divert, they never de- 
light, they often difguft, and commonly 
at length fink into contempt, at leaft 
among perfons of difcernment. Suck 
will feldom chufe to employ, in bufincfi 
of ferious moment, thofe whofe folly and 
conceit they may fometimes in a vacant 
hour fufFer to amufe them. It is to the 
folid, the ftcady, the modeft, that they 
will look for afliftance in cafes of import- 
ance. 






Imao;e to yourfelves a Youth of this 
character ; and the fcliowing account von ' 
wiJ], if I miftake not, generally find to 
be true. He may at fctting out work his 
wav fomcwhat ilowly, as the fober dawn 
rifcs by little and little, and foftly ftcals 
upon the v/orld. But, like it too, his pro- J 
t^r^fs will he fure : " his path," to fpcak 
in tiie lublinic language of Solomon, "is 
*' as the morning light that fliineth moie 
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** and more, unto the perfcft day." By 
teal, increafing, unoflentatious worth h^ 
^ili iUently gain real, increafing, unre- 
iu£lant regard. Free from Pride himfelf, 
lie will not be apt to hurt the Pride of 
other men. He will not expofe his weak- 
jiefs by attempting beyond his flrength. 
Jle will improve on acquaintance, inftea^ 
of loling by it ; and, in proportion as his 
merit is difcovered, the beft people will 
he difpofed to encouriage it for its owa 
fake, and to love him for not proclaiming 
it. By accepting their kindnefs as a fa- 
vour, he will receive the more. Pride can- 
not ftoop to own itfelf obliged ; but Hu- 
mility is full of gratitude; and gratitude 
is fo very rare, that it is unfpeakably plea- 
fing. Who would not confer benefits 
on a deferving young man, that, inftead 
of faucily confidering them as a debt to 
■which he had a claim, places them with 
modefty and. feniibility to the credit of his 
henefadors? His benefadtors will grow 
in their friendihip, when they perceive 
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•*m he c?c? not grow upon it ; and p 
titT w~CA be. -? him forward vrith the ( 
rril, :i:^r ibty arc not afraid of his 

vTZ :- tbeir wiiy. ^Wliat {hall ¥ 

i^ will do nothing impioi 
T:>crs his Creator ; he will c 
;:Z4C c.' iSiX^ocrable, for he reveieix 
cicsce ; zad he will do nothing 
ie be refpeds mankind. 
««N. ^is: bebcZis fucfa a behaviou 
scrttEX? r:* ccrore it ? Accordingly, 
ixr r^jrr?r wi_ != Jc ; men will ; 
T. if* r*r^'.> '»"-I iriiird* and God 

• ^ • » 1 

Ixvcs ^ , fi-v:-. -If^ nnL Li cur Reli 
^,v ,jr i.r . ,i_;r-Lnc*i. r^;rhir>, has ic 

'?'-:-'x r.' ji^Lttj, «~::h jl view to re 
4;*v ,L :> ::. Ar 0:e i-cme time tl 
cr .x->, ,:: iht rncc^if: meaner, the ^ 
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me are furveying, as peculiarly connefted 
|Mth the rpirit of his fyftem, and as pro- 
du£)ive of its faired fruits, be is not will- 
ing to difappoint or damp the original 
l^pirations of the foul. He knew that fho 
sontains in herfelf an aftonifhing mixture 
9f littlenefs and greatnefs ; that ihe is 
XI a ftate of much diforder and diftrefs. 
Chough endowed with immortal capacities 
or virtue and happinefs ; that after thefe 
aft, ihe is ftill fighing ; that they are not 
o be attained by vain pretenilons, or 
overweening conceits ; that fuch things are 
>£fenfive,foolifh, and hurtful j. and that by 
lumility, as before delineated, fhe muft 
;radually rife, through the fcale of duty, 
o perfeftion and preferment in the King- 
lorn of Heaven. Thus the wifeft provi- 
ion is made for humbling without deprcf- 
ing, and for advancing without elating, 
icr. From the condition of her bei^g, 
lie is taught meeknefs and lowlinefs ; and 
Us «}iicipline becomes the ground-worlc 
rf her higheft improvement and eleva- 
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That which Demofthenes faid of ASioll 
in an Orator, Auguftine has applied to 
Humility in a Chriftian. Being siftol, 
What was the firft thing in religion, ir 
anfwcred. Humility ; what was the fecond, 
he again anfwered. Humility ; and yrim 
was the third, he ftill replied, Humilit;. 
In a word, he looked on this cvangclicd 
grace as the bafis of all the reft. We may 
fubjoin, that, as the noblefi: fabrics have 
the dcepeft foundations, fo the greatdl 
men, in the beft acceptation of the phrafe, 
arc the humblcfl: ; and they who build the 
ftniclure of their condudb on a low efti- 
mation of themfclvcs, proceeding chieflj 
from ex^iitcd conceptions of their dut)*, 
will naturally carry their endeavours tc 
the fublimeft heights of goodncfs and de- 
votion, and moft ©ffeclually fecure, with- 
out confidently claiming it, the favour ol 
God and man. 



The Beauty of Humility will be yc 
farther apparent, if wc now contempha 
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Vl little more particularly her admirable 
tendency to enlighten and ennoble the 
mind, contrafting her in this refpedl with 
her prefumptuous but impotent antago- 
nift. 

If any of you wanted to infpire a young 
perfon yet uneducated, with the jufteflr 
fentiments and the worthieft afFedtions, 
would you not wilh to find him by Na-- 
hire teachable, complying, and full of 
^plicity, like a little child of the bed 
temper? You perceive immediately th© 
hnportianceof this refled^ion, and are con- 
vinced on the other fide, that nothing can 
be more unfavourable for the cultivation 
Ather of the underftanding, or of the hearty 
Aan an original turn to vanity, petulance, 
and obftiilacy. The two former indeed 
Aiay be conquered, though with fome' 
difficulty ; and I truft they often are : 
but the laft, I fear, feldom is. Obfti-^ 
nacy fecms to be the firft-born of Pride, 
«id- both the biggeft and worft of all her 

U 4 
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prrrrr.T. V.'h;:, lIis : is to be expeded 
*: :' :"--r:"i u r.: ir„ hibliunllv wedded to their 
c»T. vTi-', 2r.l their own iTmcies, from a 
p;::".ii".:r. ir.2z ihfv cinr.o: be miftakeny 
zzi ZS.LZ :!"::"= ^\T.^ \vcu':i pretend to re- 
:in^r. cr liTirniin, to direct or advife 
licir- 1^; 'jft-rrir? on the rights of their 
f-p;ri-r juir:~cr.t: In this, a haughty 
ir.ir. r':r:r/rle> the ilu^c^"^* of whom So- 
::■— rn cr.V- r*, thir •• he is wiier in his 
'• cut: CwZCii:, th:j: fevcn men who can 
*• rcT.l-zT £ rcifcn." Mitil him well, and 
v: « ir:zl\ i^i hizs rezdv st c^"er\' turn to 
w.r.iiir.r.- c: :!i!cuie. the co"d'jct and no- 

• ■ "■ C ■ * • * -- •■^ . •■^ .j-**,*^ ^..^^^ ^^ ^»^.p «* r* it 

L..- .T.r..:r.f. i> the verr tclt c: truth and 
r : .• r :.. : . ; t,"*- i:7-n:e the c.ir> c: a dictator 

m m 

:': v. th: prir.cipi!, i: r.ct the ible cbje^ of 
:.J:r.irit:;r- 25 wlII c? to arrreciate the 
lir.ic :L".i rr:ixl.r.i cf the few ixc-ncft his 
^cc-i!:::i.r.::.v.-r.cT. r.f -.ouch fifes toihinic 
wv!! cf, ?\ the ceirric cf ipr«I::ufe thev be- 
iicw ur>:r. H^~:, "\".'h-: ii :he conftqucnce ? 
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7hat he can never learn any thing to 
purpofe, and that he is never familiarized 
to the amiable equality of focial life, or 
thofe free communications, and manly 
difcuffions, which tend fo happily to open 
the mind and polifh the manners, and 
which may be reckoned among the chief 
advantages of what is termed, in common 
language, a Club ; I mean, where fuch 
as form it meet on a footing of recipro- 
cal civility and friendly eafe, and agree to 
regulate their behaviour by the laws of 
decency and temperance. 

I am indeed apt to believe, that, next 
to the corred^ion of adverfity, and the illu- 
mination of religion, nothing tends more 
to make a youth of any ingenuity modeft 
and wife, than finding his intellects tried » 
his principles (ifted, his ideas frequently 
queftioned and debated, and even his de- 
portment and charadlcr fomctimes turned 
into a fubjed of criticifm, in the company 
•f lively and fenfible afTociates, who, with- 
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6ut wifhing to mortify or offend, have 
too much fpirit todifguife or flatter him. 

Coofiderable benefit in the fame wzf 
may be derived from a wider commerce 
with mankind. Many boys, naturally 
pofieflcd of promifing difpofitions, are early 
corrupted with vanity. Their little ca- 
prices and puerile conceits, which if pro- 
perly educated they would foon outgrow, 
are injudicioufly foftered by fond parents, 
and other partial relations, who are incef- 
fantly praifing their vivacity as wit, the* 
dawnings of an ordinary underftanding as 
marks of genius, and rfie juft obfervations 
on which they ftumble, in hazarding what- 
e\'er comes uppermoft, as wifdom beyond 
their years. The intoxication produced 
by this, and other inftances of weak in- 
dulgence, is feldom cured at fchools or 
colleges, as majtters are commonly managed 
there. From thefe they iffue into the 
world opiniative, prating, difpuUtious, 
troublefome pedants, fkdl of their own 
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parts, and prone to contemn or Icfkn 
thofe of others : but, if they are fo fortu- 
nate as to mingle with men of diftinguifhed 
talents, to meet with feafonable check? 
in converfation, and to form intimacies 
with perfons of worth and experience, in: 
that cafe their original good-nature, joined 
with increafing fenfe, cool refle£^ion, and 
flie forms of refpeft, which they will find 
pra^lifed in the politer intercourfes of life, 
will by degrees mould them into modefly, 
attention, and contplaifance. They will 
then recolleft, with concern and aftonifh- 
ment, how ill they formerly knew them- 
selves, or underftood the behaviour that 
became them. 

But now, where a youth is conftitution- 
illy impetuous, violent, overbearing, and 
has not been taught betimes to controul 
his temper, he, inftead of being fubdued 
or foftened by the focial difcipline I have 
Been defcribing, will only be incited to 
Worle rallies of paffion and arrogance^ 
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Or if, for the fake of intereft, power, 
or popularity, he fhould afTume a fmoother 
manner, and even ftoop to the loweft arts 
of pleafing, as indeed there is nothing low, 
to which Pride cannot ftoop in the midft 
of its loftieft airs, he will not long be 
able to fupprefs the ebullitions of his pre- 
dominant fin. But fuppofe him fo re- 
fined a hypocrite as to conceal it under 
an appearance of habitual meeknefs, what 
then ? True wifdom, and the milder af- 
feftions of humanity, muft ever be ftran* 
gers to his foul. 

It was not, we may prefume, without 
fpeciiil reafon,that Solomon took fuch un- 
common pains to caution his fon or pupil 
againft felf-fufficiency. He well knew 
how peculiarly incident that vice is to 
youth, from the brifknefs of their fan- 
cies, from the narrownefs of their views, 
from their inexperience of the world and 
themfclvcs, from their little acquaintance 
perfons of more years or attainments. 
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irom their early defire of confequencc, and 
often, as we hinted before, from the flat»- 
^ery of thofe who fhould teach them better. 
Xnowing this, and the pernicious efFefts 
of over-rating their own abilities, he guards 
them againft it with particular care. 
*' Lean not to thine own underftanding. 
** Be not wife in thine own eyes. With 
*' the lowly is wifdom ; but a fool is con- 
*' fident. A wife fon heareth his father's 
*' inftruftions : but a fcorner heareth not 
*' rebuke. Seeft thou a man wife in his 
*' own conceit ? there is more hope of a 
*' fool than of him." Mere folly may be 
brought to liften, to learn, to fubmit : 
but he who thinks himfelf wife enough 
already, difdains the thought. In the 
flu£):uation of ideas that pafs through 
the head of a giddy diftradled creature, 
there may chance to arife fome fober con- 
fiderations, which by repetition fhall at 
length take hold of his mind, and become 
the feeds of reformation and improvement : 
but both are precluded, where ignorance 
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and vanity concur to perfuade a man tha^ 
jncither is wanted. 

Does it then require any high ftrain of 
Humility for a young perfon to conceive 
that he may poflibly be miftaken, and is 
ftill deficient ; that he who has read little, 
is not likely to know much } that he who 
has converfed with few men, can fcarcely 
be acquainted with many chara<Sbers ; or 
that he who has often deteded, or ima- 
gined he has detected, his companions in 
error, may fometimes fall into it himfelf ? 
Alas ! my friends, the illufions of felf- 
love are fo complicated and powerful, that 
to refift them demands very often no com- 
mon degree of vigilance and refolution : 
and yet they ^re fometimes fo grofs, that 
to give way to them argues contemptible 
weaknefs. To hear a conceited youth 
boafting his knowledge of the world, and 
talking in a tone of triumph, and with a 
look of fancied penetration, as if he faw 
through every one, while no one favf 
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through him,- fuch futility cannot but 
excite a mixture of ridicule and compaf-* 
fion. 

There Is not on earth a more deluded crea- 
ture, than the perfon who is bewitched with 
this kind of Pride ; efpecially if his power 
and fortune be fuch as to make him either 
courted or feared. In that fituation, he 
is condemned never to hear truth. Friend - 
ihip can only dwell with Confidence: 
but this he banifhes ^ and Sincerity retires, 
or is reftrained: Advice dares not ap- 
proach : Reproof and Remonftrance are 
out of the queftion : SubmiiHon cringes ; 
Dependence fawns ; Adulation '' calls 
*' evil good, and darknefs light." If any, 
whofe circumftances or whofe fouls fet 
them above fuch fervility, look grave and 
' are filent, their behaviour is conftrued into 
conviSion and aflent. Is this the road to 
amendment, or edification ? In reality, 
}roung men of^ rank and affluence are, to 
^ .philofophic eye, objefis of pity, from 
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the very caufes for which they are com- 
monly envied. Every thing confpires to 
blind and betray them. But then it ihould 
be confidcred, that the viSory will be 
more glorious as it is more difficult. The 
few who conquer fuch dangerous fnares, 
and without elation pofiefs themfelves of 
the honours of virtue, are heroes indeed. 
Perhaps we might go fo far as to fay, that 
Humility gives the higheft proofs of he- 
roifm, in overcoming a temptation by 
which not only human, but angelic be- 
ings have been vanquiftied. Of this we 
are fure, that, if cultivated on the prin- 
ciples fet forth in the beginning, which 
are I believe her genuine principles, fhe 
is attended with a greatncfs utterly un- 
known to Pride, though the latter is perpe- 
tually affecting it, while the former affects 
nothing, and wears what is natural to her, 
the plaineft afpcft imaginable. She rc- 
fcmbles a modefl: woman, who is willing 
to be fecn always with the* fame counter- 
nance, which God gave her, whether more 
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or Ids ordiaary ; as the other may l>e com- 
pared to fome females of a different cha- 
rafter, who are continually difguifing their 
faces with paint. The former^ having xi0 
defigns on mankind, is iimple and i;n- 
cere : the latter, intent on cheating tbeni 
out of their good opinion, is full of arti« 
fice and difllmulation. But, depend upoa 
it. Gentlemen, nothing that is fl&itious 
in life or manners can be truly noble ; zx»A 
thofe are always the moft dignified minds^ 
that are the leaft dependent on appearances. 

It is known that the pettieft advantages 
of form, or ornament, or fortune, ox rank^ 
or reputation, or influence, or.authorityi 
or figure, are fufiicient to elate the child* 
ifli fpirit of Pride. She indeed can heightea 
them into any fize in her own imagination^ 
Nay, like a lunatic as (he is, fbe can deck 
herfelf in viftonary fplendors, -when ao» 
thing is feen by the fpec^ators but fblly» 
rags, and a fceptre of flraw. Humility, oxk 
the other hand, judges too ibtmdly to 
Vol. II. X 
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of. death, turns to an objed of loadii^, 
and 18 buried out of fight in filence, and 
oblivion. Man, (he rementbers, is of all 
^ creatures the moft helpkfs at his birth; 
<an event, which he feems indeed by btt 
cries immediately after to deplore: his 
infancy is the moft tedious and dependent: 
•In that,^ and in his youth, he is expofed 
*to the greateft number of dangers : throu^ 
every period of life he is liable to die 
.greateft variety of difeafes from his make, 
-of ijijuries from the elements, of fufierin|^ 
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from every thing around him. Whatever 
preeminence he may poflefs above the ani- 
mal creation upon other accounts, fhe con- 
fiders that he is doomed to pay a heavy tax 
for it, in the uneafy recollections, the 
anxious cares, the alarming apprehenfions, 
the namelefs perplexities, humiliations^ 
and forrows, from which even the beft 
minds are not entirely fecure ; and that, 
were it poffible to glide through his de-^ 
ftined courfe with perfeS tranquillity and 
fatisfadion, ftill the end of it is connected 
with circumftances fo fadly mortifying, 
as were alone a deciUve proof, that ^^ Pride 
^' was not made for man." Indeed, ihe 
can never wonder fufiiciently, that the 
fpedacles of a death-bed and a grave do 
not kill the feeds of vanity in every human 
ktafl ; or that any who have witneiled 
the wan countenance, the hollow eyes, 
tte cold fweats, the convulfive throes, of 
JMblving Nature,' who have heard the la- 
liouring breath, the deep fighs, and the 
expiring groan, or whv have beheld come*^ 

X 2 
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linefs and vigour transformed into 2 life^ 
lefs lump of deformity and putrefafiioo, 
the fineft decorations exchanged for a 
winding-fheet, and the largeft efiate for 

fix foot of earth (he is aftoniflied, that | 

fuch could ever after be feduced by flat* 
tery, or intoxicated with ambition. 

« What man," cries the Pfalmift, « is 
'^ he that liveth, and (hall not fee death I 
<< Shall he deliver his foul," that is, ac- 
cording to the Hebrew idiom, his life, from 
the Hand *' of the Grave ?" An image 
moft awfully picturefque, by which that 
infpircd poet fcems to reprefent the Grave, 
as a ghaftly Form of irrefiftable ftrength, 
and relentlefs cruelty, who, while mortals 
arc pafling along unconcerned, unfufpecl- 
ing, and filled with hope, raifes himfelf on 
a fudden, and putting forth his iron hand, 
drags them down to his dark and dreary 
abode! Nor does the infatiable monfter ever 
fay, *' It is enough." A dcilroycr fie is, 
whom no human power can controul. 
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nor valour withftaqd, nor greatnefs awe, 
nor riches bribe, nor beauty charm, nor 
genius delight, nor eloquence perfuade* 
.-.-^Lcx>k at yonder venerable fabric, 
which contains the tombs of fo many 
nobles and princes, of fo many kings 
and conqueror^, of fo many ftatefmen, phi- 
loibphers, Orators, poets; with numbers 
irom lamOng the young and the gay, who 
formeFly danced the giddy round of plea* 
fure, heediefs of impending difeafe ; and 
perhaps with a few who -fought wifdonr^ 
early, but, by what was termed an Un- 
timely fate, fell with all their virtues 
bloorairrg about them— ^-^look, I fay, 
at that 'celebrated repofitory of the dead, 
and contemplate the impotence, the no- 
thingnefs, of all that Pride is apt to boaft. 
See the univerfal leveller Death, with 
ftern afpcd and hideous demeanour, ftalk- 
ing from monument to monument, con- 
fcnusof his vr6tories,-and exulting in the 
fplendid fpoils of fuccefEve generations, 

X 3 
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Survey at Icifure this heart- chilling /cokv 
—and be proud if you can. 

But, fuppofing the moft confpicuoos 
external diflln&ions were as durable as \ 
they are known to be'tranfient. Humility 
would ftill think they could never deferve 
praife, unlefs properly-improved, fincc they 
are often beftowed on fools and profli* 
gates, to whom God would certainly not 
have given them, were they of any ical 
value in themfelves. 

With regard to intellectual abilities and 
attainments, fhe H of opinion, that they 
are only valuable as they minifter to 
the purpcfes of virtue and benevolence; 
and that, at any rate, they are ftill fo 
imperfedl in themfelves, and attended with 
fo many defcfts in the charadters where 
they are found, the original faculties arc 
fo entirely the donation of Heaven, and 
the means and opportunities of their cul- 
ture fo much the ciFeft of Providence, as 
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loiild forever *' hide Pride from man," 
n their fubje£):. Indeed, without wifdom 
nd goodnefs, Man appears to Humility a 
ery poor creature, let him poffefs what-* 
ver elfe he may. As .(he pities and con* 
iemns him alike, when he is difpofed to 
irorfhip that little contemptible idol called 
^f, fo it is her unalterable perfuafion, that 
vifdom. and goodnefs are always accom- 
}anied, in thofe who fincerely feck them, 
vith a fenfe of deficiency and dependence, 
vhich leads them forth frcmi themfelves 
God ; and that perfons are amiable and 
rreat, only or chiefly in proportion to the 
acrifices they make. to their d^uty, and 

heir improvement. 

/ ■ 

From the incenfe of adulation which 
Pride receives with rapture, and employs 
tvery method to fecure. Humility turns 
away with difguft or indifference. Pride 
is fo jQiazQcIefs a vice,, as often to court, 
by ways as fhamelefs, applaufe from the 
very people whom fhe defpifes ; whilft 

X4 
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Humility can be fatisfiec/ with noihia 
!efs than the approbation of that So- 
trrcign Power whom Ihe adores. Thin 
heroic rirtue will perfuade you, that you 
have done nothing very vronderful, ?rtien 
you have performed aftions, and culti- 
vated fentiments, to .which the fens of 
Pride could never rife. Under fuch in- 
fluence you will ftill conceive, and ftill 
afpire to, fomething higher. 

On the whole, I fubmit it to you, Gfn- 
tlemcn, which is the moft exalted cha- 
rafter, he that difregards trifles^ or he that 
fcts a value on them j he that is not tranf- 
portcd even with uncommon acqulfition-, 
or he that is dazzled v/ith the fmallcr; 
the man that, having gained very co:.!> 
derable heights in the fteep afcent to glorv, 
keeps his eye fixed on the fummit, inlleJ. 
of looking back on his progrefs with 
elation, and down on thofe below hijn 
with difdain, or the man who, ftill gro- 
veling at the bottom, or at moft advanced 
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but a few fteps, yet afFeds the rejlutation 
of having reached the top, and thinks 
with fcopn of many that are a^Slually near 
it; once more, he that traces whatever 
is good in himfelf, or in his lot, to its 
Source, and aims at a liearer union with 
Infinite Perfe£tioft, or he who is deftitute 
bf thofe glorious ideas and tendencies, and 
Whofe cfontra^ed foul creeps along the 
fhallow jlreams which he is proud of ap- 
propriating, whilft his fancy fwells them 
to mighty rivers ? You*perceivc at once 
the difference^' 

** It may be laid down," fays a writer 
of diftinguifhed infight into the hearts 
of men, ^^ as an unfailing and Univerfal 
<^ axiom^ that all Prid6 h abjei£t and mean. 
** It is always an ignorant, laay, or^row- 
*^ ardly acquiefcehce in a falfe appearance 
*^ of excellence, and proceeds not from 
^ cpnfcioufhefe of our attainments, but in* 
*' fenfibility of our wants/* HpW'fefpeA- 
able then muft be that virtue, which is the 
reverfe of fo ignoble a quality ! 
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ADDRESS XVI. 

ON THE 

STATE OF THE TIMES, 

CONSIDERED AS 

A MOTIVE TO EARLY PIETY. 

•* T Entreat you to hear me candidly,'* 
X faid the Roman Orator, on a par- 
ticular occaflon ; and then added, ^' I will 
•' make you to hear me attentively." We 
would now adopt his entreaty : the boaft 
which follows it, could be excufable from 
none but a mailer of el^ijuence. We only 
prefume to fay, that if you will liften with 
your ufual candour, we will endeavour to 
deferve the attention with which you have 
formerly honoured us. The fubjeft we 
propofe IS certainly intcrefting : it refers to 
important fads, which lie immediately be- 
fore you ^ and, inftead of leading into fields 
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ci f'ruiilels fpeculation, its defign is to 
fr.cw \vr.2t improvement and advantags 
'. ."u nav re-p trcm the peculiar circum- 
ttir.ces c: the z;:c in which vou live. 

The sreneral oblisrations to '* rcmem- 
*• rjr vr.ur Creator in the davs of voar 
*• ycuih," we mean no: at prefent to ce- 
c-ce. They maybe ar. obi eel of futux 
cr.c-i.-y-, alike prcr.rible and plealing. 
\\'hi: we cireitlv intend, is to confider 
the Stite of the Ti:r;es, as an additional 
ar^umen: for Early Piety : an argument, 
::* I an nc: rf.ii^akcn, in fome refpecls 
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have no feeling of public concerns ; I can 
fcarcely hope to imprefs them by what I 
am going to offer. If fuch are ever effec-^ 
tually reftrained from evil, or excited to 
good, it muft be brought about by admo- 
nitions of a more roufrng and awful na* 
ture* 

That the practice of religion is not 
without its difficulties and hardihips to any 
individual, at any period, in any coun- 
try, we pretend not to deny, we wifh not 
to conceal. They will be experienced, in 
a greater or lefs degree, by every one who 
honeftly attempts it. But compare the 
cafe of a young perfon, living under the 
infpedion of wife and worthy parents, 
friends, or inftruflors, at a ^i^^nce from 
the contagion of epidemical iniquity, in 
4bme calm fequeftered fcene, where the 
•laitguage of profligacy is not heard, where 
Ae violence of party is yet unknown, 
•uriiere pleafure and innocence go hand in 
liand,' j(nd from which induftry,, fimpli^ 
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blT.snd contrntmcnt, arc not baniibe 
the eves or tbc parade of wealth, h\ 
it£ocintnis w the Uoguor of loxuiT- 
cataptrtt I ('J, his caTc with thati 
joadl bml and fituated as are nuA fo 
of any figuc in or about Ix>nd<m, 
odwr great ton-ns through the kingi 
Arc fou not fb-uck with the extFeme 
feitnff of the two eoiuliuoas, in the ' 
with which I tnentiooeii them, aamcli 
pfovr that while both the young men 
po^ aic equally bound to do their 4 
K rational and moral agents, account 
to tfaonfelns and to thc>r_conuiioa Ju 
the latter-mil imd liis taflc uafpeak 
mare arduous than the fermer, wid 
to miift*T^fn his quiet and intrg r itT at 
bmt u«e, will danand a mncb fiipt 
ftit^jtli of principle? What I li» 
bjy tbodbre, is chkflf calcubtted ibf 
jroud of ^s capital, and fucb otha 
aie Bcatif in the iame circumfian 
but ftill on the fuppofitiim that tbejr n 
notQolr&Knedeceocy^bDt totOK amhi 
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excel. In a word, whether you con- 
tnplate the prefcnt ftate of Affairs, or of 
iorals, we fay that the pra£lice of Reli- 
>n will preferve your Tranquillity im- 
*gnable, and your Virtue untainted. 

By Religion, we would be underftood to 
nify a lively, aiFedtionate, and habitual 
fe of God, in conformity to the difco- 
ies he has given of himfelf, fan(5lifying 
1 regulating the temper and conduA of 
wor(hippers : a diftin6tion which has 
liing to do with the minute diftindtions 
fe^) or the miferable difputes of bi* 
s* And when we fpeak of preferving 
\r Tranquillity impregnable, we fup- 
e it will be affaulted, we grant it may 
difturbed and (haken ; but would in-* 
Ate chat it cannot be deftroyed, or over-* 
own, by any convulfions of the world, 
videdyou are faithful to theinterefts, 
I fortified by the confolations, of piety, 
huy be proper to add, that the Tran« 
iHity in queflion, will be more or lefs 

*\ot.n. Y 
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animated and fatisfaftory, according tor 
the various charaders or conditions of 
thofe who poflefs it ; and that it is totally 
diftind from conftitutional infipidity, floi- 
cal indifierence, or the contemptible felf- 
ifhnefs of fuch as are engrofled by them- 
felves, and the contracted circle round 
them. 

But what, will the gay and the youth- 
ful be ready to alk— what avails this 
fame thing called Tranquillity ? It may, 
for aught we know, be defirable, to peo- 
ple worn out in the purfuits of pleafure 
and ambition, who can no longer enjcj^ 
the tumult of brifk ideas, and bold exer- 
tions : but to fpirits all alive and vigor- 
ous, ftarting in the race of glory, and 
grafplng at delight from every quarter. 
Tranquillity is only another name for 
dulnefs.—— Believe me. Sirs, you are mif- 
takcn. An habit of ferenity, orfelf-pof- 
fcilion, is the very foundation of all heart- 
felt happinefs ; and they can enjoy no- 
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thing to purpofe, at leaft not for any con- 
tinuance, who cannot enjoy their own 
thoughts. The gratifications of fuch as 
arc for ever flying from themfelves, and 
buAIing along in the chace of exter- 
nal obje£^s^ that they may fhun the 
eognifance of reafon, and verdi<5i: of con- 
fcience, are not felicity, but hurry, ex« 
travagance, diftradtion. The firft mo- 
ment of leifure deteds the impofture; 
and the injured mind, when pennitted to 
fpeak out, loudly declares that nothing 
can give her fatisfa£t:ion, but what fhe can 
review with complacence, as didated by 
her beft fentiments, or not repugnant to 
fliem* He, my dear hearers, he alone is 
bleft, who dares deliberately look inward, 
upward, and forward \ inward on himfelf 
as fincere, confequently upward to his 
Maker as his friend, and forward to im- 
mortality as his portion. Upon this ground 
he may repiofe with confidence, under the 
moft alarming afpe£t of Affairs. 



3H ADDRESS XVL 

Do not tpprehend that I am to ente^ 
into a political difcuflhm of the qudUons 
which now inflame and agitate the king- 
dom, or that I pretend in any fliape to de^ 
cide them. I am not pofleftd of the re* 
quifite intelligence; and, if} were, thia 
is not the proper place. Fariromwilhing 
to augment our heats and - animofity, I 
would gladly contribute to allay them, 
if it were poffible. When they break 
forthwith ib much fury, they become as 
dangerous as they are indecent. Inftead 
of ferving to enliven and invigorate the 
general body, or to render the feveral parts 
watchful for the fafety and welfare of the 
whole, do they not evidently tend to di- 
vide, and by dividing to weaken and ex- 
pofe it ? When men fecm refolved, with 
a fiercenefs not only unchriftian, but un- 
worthy of a civilized country, " to bite 
•* and devour'* all that differ from them 
on points about which the moft enlight- 
ened are not agreed, is there not reafon to 
fear, either that they will at laft " be con- 
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** fumed one of anotherj" or that the com- 
mon enemy will take advantage of their 
contentions, and over-power^ in its diffrac- 
ted ftate, a nation which, when united, 
not all its adverfaries have been able to 
conquer ? 

Whether, indeed, an attack from our na- 
tural foes would yet fufpend the differ-* 
ences fubfifting at prefent amongft a peo- 
ple fo uncommonly irritated againft each 
other, who can tell ? How antipathies fo 
widely difFufed, and fo deeply rooted, (hall 
be removed ; when the*minds of the con- 
tending parties Ihall be compofed and fet- 
ded 5 or what will be the iffue with re- 
fpe£t to Britain at large, of the great con- 
troverfy in which flie is engaged, where 
is the prophet that can forefee ? That her 
tafe is difficult and inaufpicious on a civil 
account, will be acknowledged by fuch 
as are leaft inclined either to defpair or 
complain : and thofe w}io refied: on her 
reigning diforders^ who believe in a righ'^. 
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teous Prm'idcnce, anJ who compare 
fituation at this day with the hiftor 
olhcr countries and other ages, will ; 
Bounce it perilous in a moral and relig 
view. Though ready to own with p 
fure the many inftances of private wo 
and extcnfive humanity ftill left, they i 
not but l«ok upon the lofs of pu 
virtue, and the extraordinary corruptic 
principles and manners, fo generally t 
fcded and lamented, as f)^mptoms i 
very threatening nature. Nor will i 
Gentlemen, think appearances meni 
when you obferve the virulence and i 
cour, the abufe and calumny, now indul 
by the fpirit of party to a height bey 
example; 

Has not the ruin of all the great ft 
and empires, of which we read in fto 
been preceded and accelerated by fadio 
feditions, infurrefiions, confpiracies, a 
on one fide, and jealoufy on both i wt 
the fun^ons of govemmcntwere obftniJ 
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ar deranged, the operation of the laws 
iras flackened or evaded, and the intereil 
"of the community facrificed to the cove- 
«tous and ambitious deflgns of individuals, 
^11 at length the ftruggle ended in the total 
"•verthrow of the weakeft, and the final 
domination of the power that prevailed i 

How far we of this land are from fuch 
m crifis, or how hear to it, canhot, I appre- 
iiend, be determined with any degree of 
preciiion. One party indeed will coh- 
.4dently afltxre you, that it is juft at hand : 
the other will affurc you as confidently, 
^.diat it is at a great diftance, or rather that 
iit will never arrive. One party will per- 
emptorily pronounce, that there is neither 
Virtue nor difcernment, neither honour nor 
-capacity, nor any good thing whatfoever, 
in thofe who efpoufe the other ; as they, 
ji:in their turn, fcruple not to retaliate in , 
JL the fame ftyle, and with the fame vche- 
Jf faience* 
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That Yulgarity, ignorance, and malign 
nitr, (hould behave in this manner, cannot 
appear wonderfiil. But is it not aftoniik- 
ing, thatperfons vHio difcover breediogi 
ienie, and good>nature, on other fubjeds 
and occaSons, fhould often lofe all con- 
mand of themfelves here, and, as if Atj 
were fcized with a fort of delirium, tbe 
moment that politics are mentioned, break 
forth into ** bitteme(s, and clamour, and 
*^ e>il-ipeaking, and all uncharitaUe- 
<^ nds r" Is it rot aftoniihing, that fuch 
perfons will allow to none the fame right 
cf priviic iuijTcment which they claim 
t."» ihi:2:::*clvcs, and zSx as if thev imagined 
-!I were oblige i, under the pena^rv of I 
knr'.v r.c: whit ar.atheaias, to think cx- 
acV.v as thtv think on everv cueiticn ot 
this kind, tho-^zh connected with a fcience 
lb e.xtenn.e, lo complicated, and in many 
piriicnhrs fo abrrrufe: For God's lake 

- .* ♦ - • - w^^ •- ♦-■^-^-C r%«--» *'♦••«'» wT* '\r^r% r^-» r\. ^ ^*/^'* 

• n 






ADDRESS XVI. jag 

More modefty and candour will be prac- 
tifed by that youth, who is careful to keep 
alive, in his own mind, a tender and uni- 
form ^irit of true religion ; for this will 
teach him meeknefs, moderation, forbear- 
ance with others, and diffidence in him- 
felf : it will teach him caution ** not 
** to judge, that he be not judged ;" a 
readinefs to put the faireft interpretation 
poffible on the words and a(Sions of other 
men, and to hope the beft concerning their 
aims and principles, fo long as their lives 
are unexceptionable, with regard to the 
cfiential rules of probity : it will teach him 
to employ his chief attention upon his own 
character, and the regulation of the little 

Idngdom within. What will be thq 

oonfequence i Tranquillity, tranquillity 
in his own breaft, a happy freedom from 
thofe angry paffions, thofe ungenerous 
fufpicions, thofe peeviih and haily hu- 
mours, which no one that harbours them, 
in whatever cafe, can find pleafant, 
Syhich in difturbing the peace of fociety. 
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JBufc ■ Man's owm, which fat 
^BnMlc ™c BkcmbeTs of the hiae 
-timm each Mhcr oa the point bef 
^id xhrsys iiTi{Bii the kiad iSi 
imA fccet ffwpaihics, that wen c 
« he ihc fappon and coofblatkc 

W31 the pert'oo then I am dc£ 
4tfer 00 ttocafinel^ in the niNli 
sKfc rfw mil difcard .' Fxr od 
TWy ««wBt Im ifipcar muter* 
dBCera to eiciT Son of *' the ^ 

*^ thM IS Inm SBOVe;i A pf m rr fj 

pMle nrnftTcaBBcnr be recoa 
i^e orifffcdnei anleTcry maw 
benl raiod, the natnial nfiilt M 
Huae «td wdl-ialofned picty, 1 
pe ri ca ce, at tinicsj mach fiiUicki 
Aciaskm; not mod^ ob his oi 
coBDt, fir that<^hi5 tmnediate cono 
as fannii^a part^if^ bnt from a 
-to the great intcrefts of rel^kn, 
^MR xKUKj ad of fiitate gena 



k -to the grcM 
^L . •■NHt tatan 
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It will afFeA him very fincerdy, when ho 
iieaiis the blackeft accufations, on either 
fide, prompted by malice, by felfifhnefs, or 
by wantonnefs, without a Angle fenti- 
-ment of genuine zeal for virtue, or public 
good, tliough thefe indeed are made the 
ible pretext; when he fees the meaneft ila- 
very to vice among multitudes loud in the 
cry of Liberty j when, beAde the many 
who have done their utmoft to bring even 
the exiftence of patriotifm into queftion, 
by confenting, for the fake of places and 
emoluments, to defend die very meafures 
they had before condemned, he fees others 
expofing to fcandal that once honoured, 
and, wherever it is genuine, ftill honoura- 
ble character, by appearing to confound 
it with an uniform and indifcriminate op- 
poAtion to government on all occaAons, 

• 

"as the party may require ; when he fees 
numbers felling themfelves to a minifter 
•for all fervioes, which he may demand 
•——what (hall we fay more ?— *— when 
lie fees promotion^ opulence, md pleaiure^ 
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thing on earth or is 
^i^tfaout the leaft ap« 
of idpea for the laws of cither. 



AstohiiniHf, he is not ignorant that 
k5s PtSaa will be cqmll j reprobated on 
hcdi hands. His moderation and im|nr- 
tsthr will he coofhued into coldneft. 
Ii is w«a if his approv^ing of no extranc 
en a23T fsibk^ he not imputed to want of 
pMcfpSconall fuhjeas, though, in fed, 
OK of the dcaxcfi proofs that he pofiefis 
h. Bur tbe fear cf God harine fet him 
::S:t^ the it^z z:' -2^, he will lirtie regard 
:.:- rfz:--^. Tr.f re :s nothing that con- 
i:.r-r;< ;: ~»C-*: :r rr^«ce an inieperdent 
~-r.«, i> Wir.g tr-:.T religious. Fro.11 the 
:iir-f '.-rer.rr.rr, he wri'I behold with c-e- 
r.trcus ccncer.i thofe whofe a5ecl;ons £ni 
• .f •»\">, tr. : "-£: *: nirun*. y nghr, have not been 
ur.e to prfi^rie tneni rrom bein:?" warped 
lv the "r.r:trT, or overawed bv the r\- 

'. He will be readv to dii- 



« ^.a.a * ^ • «. .^. 
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J \%-:.-:n; tj recognize, virtue and 
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ability, wherever they appear, without re- 
garding to which fide they belong ; and 
will ardently wifh that all mercenary de- 
figns, and unmanly difTendons, were as 
much as pofTible forgotten in the joint 
purfuitof one grand comprehenfive objeft, 
talked of by fo many, and fought after by 
fo few, the welfare of their Country, 

As a member of the community, he 
will approve himfelf a good citizen, by 
behaving like a virtuous and beneficent 
man. As a worfhipper of God, and a 
friend to the whole human race, he will 

intercede for all. **Save this mation, 

*' Oh Lord ! blefs thine inheritance j feed 
" them, and lift them up for ever. Oh 
" Lord ! fend now profperity. Give the 
*^ King an underftanding heart, to judge 
** fo great and fo divided a People, Make 
** him yet happy as the common parent 
^^ of a virtuous, united, and flourifhing 
** empire. Give our governors integrity, 
f^ wifdom, magnanimity, at this moft ar- 
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«« dvuwi imAitittk BerfiMidQ Am Art 
«* neiflwr poimr noritdier csayiddiii 
^ £itis&fik^ compwrafcb to tlit^.liDM 
<* of reftoriag tnaqoilHlji and turdcr. Dbt 
^ liver Britein fmtlnrfioa^. wd ha cm 
<* mica. Delnrer Jkt frntt a fiipiat i»* 
<^ difieven^ rcfpeftiogr hsr higfaeft iMv* 
«<eft8. Teach her to luwir. Imp UdfafH 
*^ and improve them ; to coofider her 
U way«» aftd mead tbenu Soul kAi 
«< UAiveHU Father, fend&cd» the Spirit 
^ofPeace» whafifti^by 1I17 tfcfWB^lk 
U emanation and iowge of th^ Goodadk. 
^^ May that Divine Spirit, difpofe the 
^' minds of men to reconciliation on fucb 
^' terms as fhall give it folidity and per- 
<^ manence ! Convince them in time, that 
^' no feparate advant&ge can compenfate 
^ the lofs of reciprocal aid ; and that mu- 
*' tual hoftility is often by thee punifhed 
*' in rendering it the occafion of mutual 
*' ruin. Convince all, thou Lover of holi- 
** nefs and concord, that not by wrath 
*^ or violence, not by reftlefs ambition, or 
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^ exorbitant weahh, not by uncharitable* 
*^ fyfiemsy or ungodly pradices, or any- 
*< inordinate paffions whatfoever j— ^that' 
*^ not by thefe, but l^ Piety, and Bene- 
'< volence alone, can nations or indivi- 
(< duals be bleft. And to this end, may 
^ the pure and the pacific Religion of 
** Jefus prevail !'* 

Mean while, he whoai 1 paint will 

derive compofure and fortitude fronx his 

afiance in the Supreme AdminiftratioiK 

H What," will he often refieS, « what 

^ axe princes, and fubjeds, and ftatefmen, 

. (f and kingdoms, even the greateft of them, 

^ but inifaruments formed by the Lord of 

'*^ All to execute his purpofes, whether vo- 

'^ luntarily or involuntarily, whether they 

^ mean him or themfelves i Are not the 

'^hearts of all in his hand ? And cannot he 

N turn them by nameleis Lnvifible fprings, 

^^ without infringing their liberty of choice, 

Pn in fuch a manner as fhall beft fecure the 

K happiness of the upright, and the pu- 



cc 
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** nifliment of the incorrigible ? However 
<^ mortals may repine at their own condi« 
** tion, or fret at that of others, however 
** they may divide or combine, whatever 
authority they may claim on one handi 
and whatever refiftance they may make 
on the other, or how high a confidence 
<« foever any of them may entertain in their 
*' fchemes and operations, the counfel of 
** the Sovereign Ruler fhall ftand forever : 
*^ his eternal plan fliall afluredly be ac- 
<< complifhed. The rife, the decline, and 
** the fall of ftates, their con vul (ions, re- 
*• volutions, and periods, are all included 
'^ in it. This globe, for particular por- 
*' tions of which its rational inhabitants (o 
*' often conteft, like lions and tigers for 
*' their prey, but, unlike them, not fatis- 
*' fied with their natural powers of flaugh- 
'' ter, ftudy Killing as an art, and proceed 
*' with regularity to deftroy each other by 
*' fyftem — this globe, vafl as to us it fccm?, 
'^ is yet but a fmall province of God's im- 
*' mcnfe dominions. Of the comhaiants 
*' who fight for its different diftridls, thole 
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lat furvive their dreadful quarrels, will 
iickly fall by the ftroke of a more 
>wcrful conqueror : the regions where 
ley now meet in hoftile aftraiy, and cry 
avock ! will, after the deftined ages are 
ift, finally difappear : the prizes that 
:cited competition, and kindled war, 
ill vanifh like a dream : the earth alfp, 
id the works that are therein, fhall be 
jrntup; and then—then what ? ■ 
;w Heavens, and a new Earth, wherein 
velleth Righteoufnefs, with her fitter 
sace, fhall rife from the common ruin, 
appy confummation V* will our yoiing 
id exclaim : ^^ thrice happy period, 
hich will more, infinitely more than 
:one for the forrows fuffered by thcJ 
ghteous, from the many mournful 
renes that preceded I 

Nor is this all," continues he, ** The 
owcr who commanded the univerlfe 
om chaos, can flill make darknefs light, 
ad touch difcgrd xuX9 harmony. From 
Vol. II. 2 




** flucncc, be able in a great 
** medy this depravity^ and 
■* fiiiion into the unexpei 
"liigher order, and of fore: 
*■* it is poffible, that one nob 
*' fentiment, imprefled by 
•* Jingle mind, or— —what 
•* — —perad venture fome li 
** moment feemingly inligni 
*' ftance, unconnected with 
** men, and appointed by 
« fliow their infufficJency, ; 
*' its confequeRces the foi 
** minions. If recoociliati 
*( ever caufe takes place, 
*' eftabliflied, if juft fubordi 



ADDRESS XVI. 339 

rils foreboded by the moil apprehenfive 
linds fhould fall upon a guilty land, 

then indeed the cafe would be de- 

lorable : yet even then it would not, 
» the tuily pious, be defperate. It fhall 
ill be well with him who is reconciled 
> God, to the Family of God, and to 
ic everlafting laws of his Government. 
(Thatever loiTes this man might fuftain 
1 the general wreck, he would have no 
?afon to think himfelf forlorn : the pity 
f the good would ftill attend him : 
lere are ftill refources for the diligent, 
iie prudent, and the virtuous : the peace 
liat paiTeth all underftanding would re- 
lain to confole and fupport him : his 
rand ftake, his immortal intereft, and 
hat of all the juft, are fecure : the Em- 
pire of his Father and his God can never 
le moved or endangered : the Lord 
eigneth ; let the earth be glad i let the 
nultitude of the iflcs fhout for joy— — 
ind, oh my heart !** will he cry, *' let us 
oin in the holv tranfport/' 

Z2 
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Say not, ye men of the world, that thefc 
are the idle fpeculations, the vifionary pro- 
fpe£b,of enthufiafts alienated from fociety, 
and unacquainted with its concerns, or 
cardefs of its welfare. No : thefe are (b- 
lid ideas, founded in truth, agreeable to 
common fenfe, confiftent with the foundeft 
philofophy; ideas that have times inim- 
merable cheered and elevated the mol 
refle£ting, the beft informed, and the mol 
liberal fpirits of all generations, in con* 
templadng fcenes of diftrefs and uncer- 
tainty, as they immediately affected them- 
felves, or as they involved that Public 
about whole profperity they never were 
indiiFerent ; I will add, ideas of no lefs 
confequence than the glory and happi- 
nefs of man, large as the Univerfe itfelf, 
and leading up in a direct line to the 
throne of the Eternal. It is only the itrno- 
rant or the infenfible, the vicious or the 
prejudiced, who cannot enjoy fuch ideas: 
we fincerely pity them, as ftrangers to 
that fyftem which can alone infpire a ra* 
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tional and unfailing fortitude, or lay the 
foundation of an Impregnable Tranquil* 
lity, when the face of Affairs is unpro« 
pitious. 

Nor will this part of the argument for 
Early Piety appear lefs forcible, if we pro* 
csed, in the next place, to furvey the pre- 
fent condition of our Morals. Suppofe, 
that after delineating the manners and 
principles of the Times, particularly the 
vifible decay of public fpirit, the un- 
bounded luxury of the great, and their in- 
fatiable appetite for riches, as neceffary to 
fupply it, the rage of pleafure amongft all 
ranks, the idlenefs, pride, and diflipation 
of perfons who yet retain fome decency, 
and, as the chief fpring of thefe evils, a 
growing difregard to the fpirit and pra£tice 

of devotion fuppofe, I fay, that, after 

thus delineating the moft aharaSeriftic fea- 
tures of this country at this day, we (hould 
be induced to conclude its power in dan- 
ger of being undermined, and its conftitu-^ 
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tion of being diflblved, unlefs an extnn 
ordinary charge is wrought on its prin-^ 
ciples and manners $ are there not niim« 
bers who would treat die whole as com- 
mon cant, or at beft as a kind of language 
which, .however it may impofe on die 
gloomy or contraded, oyi make litde ini^ 
|»eflhm on fuch as think freely ? Never^ 
thdels. Gentlemen, the fubftance of die 
defcription, as well as the inference, would 
be borrowed from one of the moft candid 
and difcerning hiftorlans of antiquity. It 
is certain that Polybius, though a heathen 
author, confidered the contempt of reli- 
gion which reigned when he wrote, as 
produftive of general profligacy, and both 
united, as portending fpeedy ruin to the 
Roman State. That this kingdom has 
much to fear from the fame caufes, will, I 
think, be confefled by the majority of feri- 
ous obferversin all profefSons. They can- 
not but be fenfible, that when a reverence 
ror God no longer governs the body of a 
people, and confequently the moft powerful 



I 
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reftraint from vice and incentive to vir* 
tue is removed, then the ftridleft ties and 
higheft interefts of fociety are negleded 
and violated) many of the worft crimes are 
committed with audacity, the divine pro- 
tedion is in efFe£fc renounced, and nothing 
is left to preferve very long fuch a nation 
from running into anarchy, or finking into 
flavery. 

That a reverence for God is the moft 

powerful reftraint from vice, and incen-^ 

tive to virtue, might be proved from a 

great variety of topics. Suffice it now to 

loach on a few, which may ferve to fhow 

how peculiarly necefTary this fovereiga 

j>rinciple is become for thofe of our youth, 

,who mix with the world in its more 

a£live or fafhtonable fcenes. We would 

only premife, what we muft ever lament, 

that many who have profeffed the higheft 

regard for Religion, have with (hameful 

inconfiftency violated her moft facred ob- 

Z4 
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ligations } and that, when we fpeak of htr 
infiuencc on human condufl, we ftill mean 
in thofc «afes where fbe is fincerely re- 
fpected, and faithfully obeyed. Nor can 
you, my friends, think her injufticere- 
fponfiblf for that hypocrify, againft which 
ihe denounces the heavieil woes. 

But while fuch as judge lefe fairly, 
triumph in the vices of numbers who pre- 
tend to piety, we arc bold to aSim, thai 
among the individuals within the fphere 
of our notice, who ha\'e betrayed a con- 
tempt for it, wc have never known one— ^ 
no, not one, who did not, on the clofeft in- 
spection, appear to us capable of tranferelT- 
ing deliberately 2nd defignedly the laws of 
truth, or integrity, or temperance, or pu- 
rity, or friendfliip, or charity, whenever 
any of thefe Rood in the way of his ruling 
paflions, and fo long as he hoped to con- 
ceal or to palliate his aftions, if indeed he 
was anxious to do either. 
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We can farther affirm, that we have 
never feen any of our acquaintance, who 
liad been accuftotned to attend the infti- 
tutions of religion, grow remifs in that 
attendance (we fpeak not of being ca- 
fually hindered by circumftanccs of ne- 
ceffity, or works of mercy) :virithout grow- 
ing alfo remifs iti other eilential points, 
. efpecially in fobriety, vigilance, and a re- 
gular life. And if at length they alto- 
gether, or in a great meafure, forfook the 
houfe of God, we had reafon to fear they 
had iirft forfaken the' path of Virtue. Re* 
ligious exercifes were become irkfome, 
as reminding them of a Being they now 
wifhed to forget, becaufe they were afraid 
of him. They now '* loved darknefs ra^ 
^ tber than light, becaufe their deeds 
** were evil.** They couH no longer 
hazard with any freedom the painful con- 
victions, which public inftruftion might 
flafli upon their minds. As they wanted 
refolution to reform, nothing feemed left 
but to fupprefs as much as poffible thofe 
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Cerious rcfle&ions, that would havecilH 
ftru&edor difturbed them m.the.ciner. 
of vice. But arc not thefe fo many tacit 
atteftadons to the truth of our general 
dodrine, the importance of Piety ta Mo- 
rals ? And will they not help to account 
for the increafing negle& thrown upon 
the worlhip of the Almighty in this coun-. 
try, and particularly in this Metropolis } 

We readily admit, that a cool conftita- 
tion, or an early controul, the circum- 
fpe£lion of parents, or the admonition of 
friends, a feeling of chara£ter and decorum, 
an attention to health, to intereft, to fafety, 
perhaps we (hould add a native delicacy 
of mind, or a certain refinement of tafe 
acquired by books and converlation of 
an improving tendency, may enable par- 
ticular perfons to efcape a number of 
fnares which have entangled others. Birt 
the queftion is, What fhall defend dm 
*gainft fuch temptations as are accooH 
panied with more than common daogor 
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from their predominant tendencies ; where 
thefe too are encouraged by the tone of the 
Times, and where it fo happens, that the 
guards juft mentioned do not come in to 
their fuccour ? It is by no means difficult 
to imagine a multitude of cafes in which 
neither complexion, nor authority, nor pru- 
dence, nor the fenfe of propriety, interpofe 
immediately to prevent guilt or check in- 
clination, but, on the contrary, many cir- 
cumftances too favourable for both, con- 
fpire with importunity, with ambition, 
with the mode, to prompt and embolden 

them. Tell us, ye mighty mafters of 

wifdom, ye fond admirers of heathen phi- 
lofophy, tell us by what arts of unaffifted 
reafon, or maxims of mere moral virtue, 
by what ingenious conclufk)ns, or elevated 
fentiments, frail men and inexperienced 
youthis fhall in thofe fituations maintain 
their ground, and come off conquerors, 
without deriving ftrength from religion, 
without adding as in the prefence of God. 
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Let a young perfon be fo circumlbncdi I 
that he cannot retain his virtue, without j 
incurring the dtririon of his affociitesi | 
that he cannot hold faft his rigbtcoufnefs, 
without ofFending fome who have it in I 
their power to malce or mar his fortunt ; | 
that he has an opportunity of fecuringi 
confiderable a-Jvantage by a fmall Aeviu 1 
tion, or of ferving a connexion, a com- I 
panion, or a man of rank and affluence, 1 
to the prejudice of a ftranger, or of a poM \ 
man ; that there is nothing to hinder him J 
from arriving at the very fummit of hi! 
wiftes, but a fcruplc of confcience, which i 
many would pronounce idle, if not pu- ' 
Allanlmous ; or finally, that in doing an 
ill thing, to which he is Simulated bya 
ftrong dcfire, he may either elude difco- 
very, or defpife cenfure, or perhaps find 
numbers who will not only juftify, but 
applaud him : — ■ — inform us, I conjure 
you, what is there to prevent this young 
man from falling into any of thefe fnares ? 
Will you fay, The fuperior pleafure and 
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glory of innocence, of truth, of humanity, 
of felf-command ? Can you then imagine 
that fuch confiderations, beautiful and 
dignified as they muft doubtlefs appear 
to more correft fpirits in an hour of tran- 
quillity, when all is calm intelledlual per- 

ception that fuch confiderations alone 

will be fufficient to combat irregular im- 
pulfes,to withlland improper follicitations, 
at a moment when the mind is agitated, 
the fancy fired, the paffions in a mutiny, 
and efpecially when the flattering hope of 
fame among the genteel and the gay, as 
well as of prefent gratification, incite to 
compliance ? Never believe it : the leafl 
refle£lion upon your own feelings, and the 
manners of the age, will convince you of 
the contrary. 

When Vice throws ofF the maflc, and 
prefents her impudent front, thofe who 
have not been ufed to behold it, or who 
have hitherto rcfxfled her advances, are 
luturally difpofed to turn away from the 
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monfter with abhorrence ; but when Ak 
conceals hcrfelf under the afpeil of ele- 
gant plcafure; whcit, fupportcd and re- 
commended by the fafhion, flic is enter- 
tained among thofe who pafs for the beil 
judges in the way of taftc ; when not po- 
litenefs only, or gentilityj but wit and ti- 
lents are feduced to plead her caufe, and 
propagate her empire; when the almoll re- 
fiftlefs charms of mufic are employed to ' 
give her new attrafbions, or however ta | 
promote that languor and eiFeminacy I 
which lull the guards of Virtue ; onee 1 
more, when, inftead of wearing her own 
coarfc and obnoxious name, fhc affumcs 
the more familiar and lels alarming title 

of Diffipation what then ? why, 

then flie becomes much more inflnuating. 
And this, I prefume to fay, is a cafe which 
has been as common for fome years, as it 
was rare in the days of our forefathers i 
when that odious form not having learned 
the fcicnce of fmooth difguife, and being 
kftillafliaaied of her native uglioefs, ge- 
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nerally fkulked in corners. By the un- 
bounded importation of foreign diverfions, 
by the enormous growth of commercial 
luxury, and the prodigious influx of £ail- 
orn plunder, formerly mentioned, fhe has 
lince taken courage, and walked forth 
with great freedom, in the character of a 
fmiling diflembler, amidft all the advan-^ 
tages of drefs, decoration, and powerful 
patronage. In this character, and under 
thefe circumftances, fhe accofts a lively 
young man, adapting herfelf to his paflions 
with wonderful addrefs, and equal aflidu- 
ity. The queftion returns, and I beg leave 
to prefs it. Where fhall he be furnifhed 
with the ftrength, with the refolution, 
with the grace required to vanquifh her ; 
more efpecially, if an eafy or affluent for« 
tune fupplies him with many opportuni* 
ties of vifiting the fcenes where fhe prac- 

tifes her chief forceries above all the 

refl, the nofturnal aflTembly, the inflaming 
revel, and the maddening mafquerade ? 
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When the abftra£t idea of the jo/ 
and honour attendant on confcious redU 
tude, is oppofed by the alluring profped 
of fenfible good, of folid gain^ of popular 
praife, or of fafe indulgence to an impa- 
tient propenfity, or a riotous imagination, 
where, alas ! is the child of Adam, who 
poflefTes fuch purity of virtue, fuch fo- 
veretgnty of re^fon^ as (hall enable him 
to rejeft the alluring profpedl, and reft 
content with the abftrad idea, independ- 
ent 1 fay, independent of any com- 

penfation from futurity, of any reward 
from a Being at once omnipotent and 
eternal ? But now fuppofe, that in this 
dangerous trial, the Fear of ofFending Him 
*' whofe loving-kindnefs is better than 
'^ life," as his difpleafure is more terri- 
ble than death, (hould, like fome faith- 
ful monitor or guardian angel, whifper our 
young friend as it were in the ear, tell 
him his hazard, and warn him to ** ftand 

*' in awe and not fm" for God is pre- 

fent :— here, my auditors, is produced 
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Mil intereft, which, weighed agaitift every 
other, prepoxxlerates by infinite degrees j 
an intereft which it requires but little 
capacity to comprehend, and no elttraordi'* 
nary fenfibility to feel ; an intereft which 
points to nothing of lefs magnitude, or 
ihorter duration, than everlafting hap-> 
pinefs, or ruin; an intereft, in fine, 
adapted to the plaineft conceptions and 
deepeft follicitudes of the fouU Whe- 
ther you fpeak of focial ties, or political 
inftitutions, or motives of heahh, reputa- 
tion^ quiet, and the reft of that clafs ; 
their influence on pradiice muft unavoid- 
ably be deficient. Some of them reach 
only to particular anions, conjundlures, 
and modifications of life : none of then% 
neceflarily aiFe£t the whole of exiftence : 
none of them are commenfurate with tho 
poffifcle attainments and immortal facul« 
ties of man ; and they are each unaccom^^ 
panted with that awful, univerfal, never- 
•etfing importance and majefty, which 
can alone fecure a legitimate^ entire, and 
Vox.. Ih A a 
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ufe in cafes of a critical natt 
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her interefi in the minds of men by any 
innate propenfion. to goodnefs,^ or any 
happy influence of education ; all which 
fhe traces to the appointment of her Pa-^^ 
rent God, and employs as fo many fubor<* 
dinate means of leading her childreii to 
Him. But obferve, I befeech you : while 
flie allows to every one of them its full 
value, flie ftill infifts, that they fhall all 
have their *• waiting eyes towards her^*' 
as both their miftrefs and their patronefs> 
for fupport^ for countenance, and for di- 
teStion. 

Ailiong the temporal moitives to d right 
behaviour which (be alfo propofes, I juft 
named Reputation. There was, Jiot very 
long ago, a period when, it muft be owned, 
B regard to that obje£i:, and others con- 
neded with it, thofe of credit, bufinefs, 
imd general acceptance, produced very de^ 
fireable and extenfive effects on the con*- 
'iu& of men, of yoXmg men efpecialLy who 
Were fetting out in the world, and who 
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depended for their fuccefs chiefly on [heir 
charaiSer. I fay not that every view o£ 
this fort is now ncglefted. God forbid. 
But I do fay, that its efficacy is much Ie6 
difFufivc than formerly, that the love of ho- 
neft fame does not aiSuate near fo minyof 
mankind as in better ages. An avowed ton- 
tempt of chaftity, prudence, fnigality,aiid 
moderation in the male fex, and I am temp- 
ted to add, an open renunciation of do- 
meftic duties and enjoyments among the 
ether, in favour of diverfion, drefs, card- 
tables, and continual gadding, offend but 
a few minds, in comparifon of ihofe that 
Would have ferioufly condemned them, 
when the nation was lefs rich, and Ids 
poliflied. 

But I go farther, and fay, that if you 
will fuppofe the fouleft charadlers to be 
clothed in the trappings of wealth, or of 
grandeur, or to be conueiEled with thofe 
who arc, or yet boldly to a/Tume an air of 
confequence, to which they have not the 
^ftnallcft ViXW-t they fhalJ often be received 



ADDRESS XVL 357 

with complaifance, if not kindnefs, hj 
men of unqueftionable probity, but who, 
if they had equal fortitude, would fhun 
chem with deteftation. 

I go ftill farther, and obferve with afto- 
nifhment, not only that the generality 
can look upon the worft offenders with 
a fmiling face, or at leaft with a placid in« 
difference, not only that the feeling of in- 
dignation at vice in thofe who are not 
guilty of it, and the feeling of ihame 
in thofe who are, feem nearly annihila- 
ted ; but that there are many who can 
. make flagrant iniquity a fubjedl of merri- 
ment. It has been thought, that when 
Virtue falls into fuch difrepute, as to 
frighten people from efpoufing her caufe, 
left they ihould be ridiculed for their pains, 
it indicates the laft ftage of public depra- 
vity. But the period in which we live, 
appears to have proceeded a length till now 
«uiknown. It is not unufual now for no- 
torious flnncrs to enjoy, undifturbed, the 




'* fport to them to do r 
he ccnfurcd when they hav 
pride themfelves on fac 
part of the world down 
wiA perfeil eafe at thofe i 
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tiiem all, a proper ftock of efFfontery, he 
may do what he pleafes, and not doubt 
of ilill meeting with marks of refpe^l in 
abundance. 

As to a life of luxury and diffipation, of 
effeminacy and infignificance ; the neg- 
•le^ of bufinefs, of ftudy, of improvement ; 
9 habit of licentious, or cenforious con- 
verfation ; a difrefpefl: to authority, to age, 
to experience, and a contemptuous rejec- 
tion of wife and pious advice thefe are 

all become fo common as to excite, in our 
days of eafy forbearance, and philofophic 
coolnef^, very little difapprobation, except 
from quarters, where it is confidcred a^ 
mere profeffionaj talk, for which the men 
are paid, and which can only pafs with 
the ignorant or the illiberal. 

If here and there a moral writer among 
the laity fteps forth to inftrud the world, 
what does, he effeA ? Suppofe that to the 
wideft' knowledge of men, and the trueft 

A a ^ 
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judgement of things, with a ftriaregi™ 
foi religion 3nd goodnefs, he joins tbt 
iineft taJVc, the greateft vigour of expreffion, 
and the uimoft brilliancy of imaginatiooi 
ftill it matters not : perhaps he is rewi, 
perhaps applauded by many : but then ht 
is forgotten by moft. In the mean liaw, 
th« produSions of the wanton or infipid 
novellift, the unfeeling fceptic, the filly 
witling, or the gay licentious man of f»- 
fliion, are devoured with in fat iable avidity, 
aod unt:eaJlng delight. 

God be thanked, however, many of you, 
my young friends, have yet efcaped the 
contagion. The miniJlers of fin and infr- 
deJity have not yet had power over you, 
Thofe are ftill your favourite authors, 
who have confecrated genius, learning, 
wit, and eloquence, to the fcrvice of truth 
and morality. The ftated advocates for 
both may ftill, as you conceive, be iincere 
in their office, though they are enabled 
to live by it, and are therefore with you 
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ilill objeiEb of refpe&i^ul attention^ fo long 
«s their doctrines are not manifeftly con^ 
irwiiSked by their lives : when unhappily 
<tb^ zrcy you have yet the fenfe to diftin-o 
gitiih between the former and the latter, 
and alfo the candour not to conclude, that 
thofe ase falfe becaufe thefe are unworthy ; 
whilft you abhor the laft, you continue 
to venerate.the firft. Perhaps indeed you 
venerate them fo much, and retain b 
ftrong a tindrure of native modefty, that 
you cannot without furprife and difguft 
reflect on many fcenes, chara6lers, and 
complications of iniquity, as they meet 
your eyes or ears in the different walks 
of life. Nor can you yet behold with un«» 
concern thofe modes of behaviour, which, 
though apparently lefs criminal and perni- 
cious, are notwithftanding far from being 
harmlefs or innocent, and frequently prove 
the forerunners of great, if not the greats 
eft, {[iiilt and miiery. How fuch num* 
bers can feem to throw off all regard for 
the efieem of the fober and the difcerning. 
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you arc unable to comprehend ; and ]fct . 
more, how fo many can, often at the ex- 
pence of healrh and fortune, or even at the J 
hazard of life itfelf, court the plaudit of iU I 
berlines, of knaves, and of fools, not merelj I 
in preference to the fuifragc of the beft 
men and the wifeft judges, but with af- 
feded fcorn, and open abufe of them— 
this fills you with amazement. For youi i 
parts, you reckon the approbation of fuel) I 
among the fweetcft pleafurcs, and high^ I 
honours, the heart can enjoy. , I 

Thefe, my deaF youths, arc very pron 
miiing fymptoms. And yet- — -ihali I tell 
you ?--^-^aII thefe have been frequently 
found at your agreeable age, and, after en- 
couraging the faireft hopes, have only pro- 
duced the greater difappointment. Such 
young perfons, relying on themfelves, and 
ignorant of the world, venture4 among 
temptations to which they were uscqual. 
Having perhaps read or heard much-con'- 
cerning the beauty of wifdom, and the dig- 
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nity of virtue, their youthful fancies yet 
undebauched, were fo enchanted with thofe 
ideas, as to fuppofe nothing more could 
ever be requifite to defend them from vice 
and folly. PofTeiTed by this lovely enthii- 
fiafin, they did not confider that a feducing 
objecSt always hides at firft the wickednefs, 
or the meannefs, which might attend their 
compliance with it, and that flights of un- 
.tried magnanimity would fcarcely be fuffi* 
cient to furmount the unceaflng fnares 
made ufe of to deceive and deftroy them. 
Above all, they omitted the grand precau- 
tion we now recommend. 

Say, my beloved charge, are you, in'good 
earned, follicitous to preferve your virtue 
untainted, and to enjoy its fruits unim- 
paired ? Then liften a few minutes longer 
to the words of a friend, who has your 
happinefs deeply at heart. They may be 
the laft he fhall ever have an opportunity 
of addrefling to You. May their efiicacy 
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be apparent to your friends and yourcoun* 
try, when he fhall fee you no more ! 

Whilft you ftudywithan amiable jt- 
dour all that is generous, refined, and bC'- 
roie in fencimenc, whilft you efteecn and 
cultivate thofe whom it appears hahituiUy 
to influence, beware how you permit whit 
is commonly called by that name to bo 
impofed on you in piace of religious prin- 
ciple, or as fuperfeding the necefiity of 
Chriftian Faith. Be a^ured, that every 
fyftem of philofophy which excludes liie 
Deity, or of morals which aifedts to forget 
him, and the moft important man ifeftat ions 
of his will to manlund, h defedive, er- 
roneous, and treacherous. Be afluredy 
that t^ofe who would throw ]k>u entirdy 
upoQ the refources of Reafon alone, by 
robbing you of the lights, the comforts, 
and the aids of S.evdation, arc at bottom 
your word enemies, let them boaA of what 
benevolence, re<flitude, or reverence for 
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truth, they pleafe; They would, in cffeft, 
draw you from a caftle ftrongly fortified^ 
and richly provided, to encounter diftreft 
and danger in an open field, under every 
difadvantage*— — i-Let not, my young men^ 
oh let Aot the flattery of others, or your 
own felf^love, tempt you to try needlefs 
experiments on the power of human re- 
folution in repelling mifchief, or in g6^ 
ingjuflfo far and no farther; a conceit^ 
a chimera, by which multitudes have been 
cheated and undone. Avoid the firft ap^ 
proaches to evil : fly its occafions : fly the 
inftruments and votaries of Vice: nor 
hearken to thofe that urge a conipromife 
between her and her opponent : they would 
decerve" you, or are tfaemfelv^ deceived : 
it ifrxfcheme frau^^with inconAftency, 
duplicity, and wretthednefs.«— ---ConfonA 
eafily.tor.fuch cuftcmtsas do not trefpafs 
the line of duty ;. and participate chear^ 
fully in fuch pleafures as are adapted t6 
your age and (ituation, without corrupt* 
ing your hearts or inftamiftg your paffionsw 



1 
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Obferve the rules of temperance in cvw^ 
thing, whilft you aiTume neither airs of 
auftcrity, nor the parade of admonition. 
Let your carriage be at once mild and 
blamelefs. Cherifli the domefiic auc- 
tions ; and as you would not provoke 
the wralh of Heaven, fail not to hoaour 
your parents. Bear with the folHes of 
mankind, but never fmile upon thcii 
crimes.— ^In fettling your religious opi-- 
nions, remember that none can be right 
which would render you uncharitable on 
the one hand, or licentious on the other. 
Deteft bigotry in whatever perfuafion : 
let your moderation be known to all who 
differ from you with decency; but tuni 
with negleft from the reprobate and the 
rude; and if anyone profeffing better man- 
ners Ihould infmuate, that you cannot be 
genteel or liberal, without a degree of fcep- 
licifm and profarenefs, compafHonate hii 
ignorance, and difregard his fuggeftion. 
Nourifli your minds, as often as you 
6an, with books and converfationj of the 
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ktertaining and of the inftrtidive kind, 
ith fuch efpecially as are both together, 
ou will receive from them an elegant 
light, which will render you fuperior 
vulgar and frivolous gratifications* For- 
:t not to ** fearch the Scriptures :" they 
Lve been fludied and admired by the 
eateft, as well as the beft men. Quote 
em in company but feldom, and never 
rhtly. Shun as much as poffible dif- 
ites about religion: let your belief in 
appear by your attention to its ordi- 
inces : let its truth and beauty be proved 
' your conduft. Frequently recolle£l 
c prefence of God : frequently contem- 
ate his works and attributes : implore 
ily his dire£lion and bleiling. 

And nowliear the fum of all : hear, and 
y it to heart : Piety, I fay Piety main- 
ined with fuch a fpirit, and on fuch prin- 
plcs, will be your firmeft guard, your fureft 
tide, and your moft defirable companion. 
be will enlighten and invigorate your 
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original feelings of worth and hoiiowj [ 
(he will enable you to deferve praifewidl' 
out feeking it : flie will add fanitity to 
love, and fteadinefs to friendftiip : ftewill 
animate you with genuine fortitude : &t 
will teach you Co know yourfelves, ioi 
to be wife by being humble ; fhe will fill 
you with tranquillity in the worft tim«: 
{he will furnifh you with armour of proof 
againft the moft dangerous afTauhs oa 
your virtue : to that virtue flie will add 
elevation, conftancy, and fweetnefs whilft 
you live ; and when you die, ibe will crown 
i^with Immortality. 



THE END, 
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